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Among the numerous accusations which are hurled at us, one of the most common is the 

one that we are so very logical. And some would even say “coldly logical”. Just how this can be 

an accusation rather than a compliment, I quite fail to see. For myself, I find it a pleasure to be 

reckoned among rational creatures who maintain their rationality also in the realm of theology. 

That we owe a debt of gratitude to our leaders whom God has raised up and inspired to reveal to 

us the beauties of His grace, no one would dare deny. For in an orderly and courageous manner 

they have maintained and developed those doctrines of Holy Writ which are dear to us and which 

cause us to exist as a particular denomination. 

 We do not apologize for the fact that we are also Theo-logical! We have a beautiful 

precedent in the Scriptures in no less a personage than the apostle Paul. For do not his writings 

abound with logic and bold deductions? Take note, if you please, of the numerous “there-fore’s”, 

“if-then’s” and “where-fore’s”. We are indeed in good company if our deductions somewhat 

approach and imitate those of that noted servant of the Lord.   

 Shall we then briefly, as a Resurrection Day thought, pause at the seventeenth verse of I. 

Cor. 15? 

 “And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain: ye are yet in your sins.” And neither does 

he limit it to the “ye” of the present but immediately in the next verse he states that also those 

which have fallen asleep, and note please, in Christ, are perished! Pause, dear reader, for just a 

moment and reflect with me at the awful implication of these words. For they are terrible! A bold 

deduction! Small wonder it is that Festus with a loud voice declares, “Paul, thou art beside 

thyself: much learning doth make thee mad.” (Acts 26:24). Paul had just spoken concerning the 

resurrection of Christ and the rulers of the world call such an one a crazy fool! 

 And today, I, and I trust that you too, am happy to be numbered among those who labor 

under such a “delusion”. You are in good company. Maintain your logic; also your Theo-logic! 

 Do you get the thrust of these words? Christ not raised – faith vain – yet in your sins! For, 

Paul, as it were, risks everything and wagers all on that one fact, namely, that Christ is raised. 

 What then do we conclude if Christ be not raised? Many things. For, if Christ be not 

raised, we may as well destroy every church edifice, dismiss our ministers, burn our Bibles, 

cease praying, close our Christian schools, cease our publication of religious periodicals, and 

relinquish our hope of life eternal! Yea, it is exactly that serious. Your faith is vain! 

 And, if Christ be not raised, how shall we deport ourselves? No need to struggle against 

that old man of sin and carnal desires is there. Would you love to steal, murder, commit 

adultery? Would you love to walk in the ways and after the manner of the world? If Christ be not 

raised, go ahead! Ye are yet in your sins! Then that belief that you have been washed and 

cleansed by His blood and have been raised with Him unto newness of life is at best an old 

wives’ tale, and a cunningly devised fable. Your baptism means nothing. It is then, at best, a 



christening service. Go ahead, young people and follow after every manner of iniquity. And you, 

you pious gray-haired elder, your virtuous walk and conduct and life-long struggle against sin 

has been all for naught. 

 Is it any wonder then that I choose to select such a title as this and call it a bold 

deduction? Do you not see that these are terrible words and an awful conclusion? 

 It is not accidental that the Apostle casts the words of this verse in exactly this form. I 

believe that it is done with deliberation so that you and I may pause and shudder and be chilled 

to the very marrow of our bones and flee for our salvation to that Resurrected Christ. And if we 

catch sight of the importance of that truth, all else fades by comparison. Yes, even Christmas 

means nothing, Christ’s suffering and death mean nothing, virtue, hope, comfort and distress, 

prosperity and adversity–all mean nothing if Christ be not raised. Your faith is vain. Ye are yet in 

your sins. 

 What is then the object of such a terrible statement? Is Paul trying to make us deny the 

resurrection? May it not be! For, mark you, in the preceding verses he has exactly been busy 

giving proof of this great fact. And has he not himself seen the resurrected Christ while on the 

way to Damascus? 

 No, Paul is not beside himself. Much learning hath not made him mad. To the contrary. 

Allow me rather to presume that he presents it thus in order that we may exactly pause and 

shudder and cry: “Oh my God, it is not so! It cannot be thus! Thou art my Saviour through my 

Resurrected Lord Thy Son. 

 Believest thou this? 
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