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 Since assuming responsibility for this rebric there has always been some special occasion 

that invited our attention. We are now at liberty to study the subject as such and inquire, first of 

all, into some of its basic principles. 

 The subject “Christian Living” is a broad one, broad as life itself, so broad that one 

wonders where to begin. 

 Man’s “Living” includes all his activities, every expression of the heart, every desire and 

inclination of the will, every thought of the mind, every word and deed. To it belongs his inner, 

spiritual attitude toward all things, the church and the world, the school and the home, his parents 

and his children, his vocation and recreation, friends and enemies, teachers and pupils, 

employers and employees, magistrates and subjects. It embraces every state of soul and mind. 

One’s interest or indifference, love or hatred, like or dislike, respect or disrespect in connection 

with anything or anyone is part of one’s life. To it belongs also our outward conduct at all times 

and in all places, the things we say and do. All this and more comprises the life of a man. 

 Such a “Living” is “Christian” when it is as a Christian’s life should be, according to the 

pattern laid down by our sovereign Maker Himself; when it is godly in character throughout; 

when it answers its purpose before God. It is a life that is Christ-like, within and without, in 

motive and external conduct; that seeks first the kingdom of God and its righteousness as Christ 

Himself sought these first; that strives to do the will of the Father as Christ sought to do that will 

at all times. “Christian Living” is a living that is Godly throughout and hence can meet with His 

approval. 

 All this our lives are when they meet perfectly the following requirements: 

 First and foremost, of course, they must be to the glory of our God, Who elected and 

redeemed us for the sole purpose of having a people that should show forth His praises, now and 

forever. In last analysis this is the only requisite: every other is subordinate and subservient to 

this one. Whatever is to the glory of God is Christian, Christ-like, Godly. Living to God’s glory 

implies that we consciously and perfectly seek Him alone, acknowledge and magnify Him, strive 

to reflect His manifold virtues in all that we do. It means that we do all things for His Name’s 

sake. We must do this directly. In song and prayer and speech we must take His Name upon our 

lips to magnify and adore it. And we must do this indirectly, in our entire conduct and attitude 

with respect to all things. Our hearts and minds and wills, our eyes and ears and tongues, always 

and in all places, must acknowledge and extol the infinite majesties and marvelous virtues of the 

Lord our God. It means that we ask only one question: Lord, what wilt Thou have us do? 

Whatever falls short of this primary requisite stands condemned, seeks the creature instead of the 

Creator, and cannot bear the name of “Christian Living”. For “whether ye eat, or drink, or 

whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” I Cor. 10-31. 



 To the glory of our God is our life, or any given moment or manifestation of life, when it 

is in complete accord with God’s own pattern, in perfect harmony with God’s own standard, viz., 

the Law of Jehovah. The Christian life is not merely unto, but also according to God. It stands to 

reason that God alone can tell us what is to His glory and hence acceptable to Him. This God 

does in His perfect law. That law, then, is the living, all-controlling potent will of God for the 

spiritual ethical life of the moral creature. Being the will of God it is the perfect expression of 

God’s own being. For He wills as He is and as He is and wills we must be and live. Then we are 

acceptable to Him and experience His favor. The instant we step outside the sphere of this law of 

God, therefore, we violate His will, attack the very being of God, and consequently step out of 

the sphere of His blessing into that of the curse and eternal desolation. That law is embodied for 

us, briefly and comprehensively, in the Decalogue or Ten Commandments. Christian living, 

therefore, is a life that is in conscious harmony with the law of God; that loves God above all and 

the neighbor as one’s self; that serves God alone and nothing else, serves God just as He is and in 

no other way, reverences His Name, keeps His sanctuary and covenant, obeys all that are in 

authority, loves the neighbor’s person, respects his goods and honors his name, lives in all 

chastity before God in the world, and seeks the things that are above and not those here below. 

Whatever falls short of this requirement stands condemned, seeks man’s standard instead of 

God’s and may not bear the name of “Christian Living.” Therefore “the flesh cannot please God” 

(Rom. 8:8) because it is “not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be.” (Rom. 8:7). Only 

then are we to God’s glory when with all our hearts we can sing: 

 “Oh how love I Thy law! 

 It is my meditation all the day.” 

 Finally, to the glory of God and according to the law of God is man’s life only when it 

proceeds from a true faith, that is, from God’s own life in Christ as it makes us one with Him. 

Christian living is unto, according to, but also out of God.  The flesh cannot please God, that is 

evident from Scripture and experience. God must work in us both to will and to do. Then we can 

and shall work out our own salvation with fear and trembling. “For we are His workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained, that we should walk in 

them,” Eph. 2:10. 

 Only a living Christian, therefore, renewed by the grace of God and walking according to 

all God’s precepts and to His glory can speak of “Christian Living”. And the more living the 

Christian, the more Christian the Living. 
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