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 We have called your attention to the fact that during the Apostolic Age there was little 

doctrinal development in the church. The Apostles had spoken infallibly by the power of the 

Spirit Who was upon them, and their immediate successors, the Apostolic Fathers who were not 

infallibly guided, merely repeated their teachings with little attempt to develop them and explain 

the significance of the various truths in relation to one another. Rather were their writings a 

series of confessions and admonitions to continue in that truth. 

 This must not continue for long. The church must “dig” into these truths and develop 

them. There were many doctrinal matters which the early church had to investigate, and to which 

it had to give expression as to what it believed to be the truth of the Word of God. It must obtain 

a clear conception of the natures of Christ and their union in the person of the Son of God. It 

must formulate an opinion based upon the teachings of the Word of God, as to the Triune 

existence of God now that it has the fuller revelation of their truth from the teachings of the 

Apostles in their infallibly written epistles and from the infallibly written gospel narratives 

wherein the words of Christ are recorded. It must understand more clearly the doctrines of 

Justification and Sanctification now that the types and shadows are passed and the Lamb of God 

is come and has been sacrificed. These are only a few of the many doctrinal matters which the 

church must investigate, and which it has studied since the time of the Apostolic Fathers. The 

marvelous work of salvation which God has wrought, together with all that which is related to it, 

God wants His people to behold in order that they may fear Him and His may be the praise and 

the glory. 

 This the church cannot do over night. There will be a gradual development of these truths 

which continues through the ages and is not consummated until we no longer see these truths 

darkly through the glass of human language and speech but clearly as we see God face to face. 

 A small beginning of this was made in the period of the Apostolic Fathers which we have 

considered thus far. In this age such doctrines as “Premillenialism” and “Common Grace” were 

not discussed and studied. The time was not there for the development of the truth in regard to 

these heresies. The peculiar problems of that age and the doctrinal issues around which there was 

debate and discussion were those that had to do with Christology or the doctrine of Christ. This 

is to be understood. The Apostles preached Christ as the fulfillment of all Old Testament 

prophecy, and rightly so. For the Jew this was a matter that could bear much discussion, and they 

had many objections which to their mind were serious and required explanation before they 

could accept this teaching. The Gentiles believed in another god than Jehovah the Holy One of 

Israel. The doctrine of His Son coming in our flesh was quite a novelty to them, and serious 

objections they also found to raise against it. The Apostolic Fathers did make an attempt to 

develop this truth and to defend it. There was a beginning of doctrinal development. 



 In one of our previous essays we declared that we liked Ignatius because of his vigorous 

attempt to defend the truth of Christ’s human nature. He emphasized the truth that He was truly 

born, tempted, persecuted, crucified, died and resurrected. He pointed to His suffering under 

Pilate and Herod as proof of the reality of His human nature. The occasion for this was the fact 

that there arose already in his day those who denied the human existence of Christ. When this 

heresy lifted up its proud head, Ignatius being moved by the Spirit resorted to the Scriptures and 

studied it for an answer. This was a beginning of doctrinal development. 

 It was in the age that followed, however, that this development made far and more rapid 

strides. In the days of the Apostolic Fathers the Church had not as yet been led by the Spirit to 

decide which books belonged to the New Testament Cannon. Copies of various epistles and 

books were still very scarce. In the following age men who were called Apologists began to 

attack the heresies which were making a bid for followers. 

 Here is another point we like to make at this time. These heresies well-nigh always 

preceded the development of the truth. In fact God used these heresies to spur the church on to 

deeper study of His Word and thus to the development of the truth. 

 In a following essay, we hope to treat some of these false doctrines and follow this with a 

consideration of some of these Apologists and their works. 
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