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Remans12:2 – And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of 

your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God. 

 

 “As covenant youth you have a great heritage, but also a great responsibility. The Apostle 

Paul beseeches us in the first verse of this chapter in Roman’s, “By the mercies of God, that ye 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God”. But if this is to be done it is 

necessary, in the first place, that we be transformed from within, and in the second place, that we 

be not fashioned according to a pattern from without. Hence, the admonition, be not conformed, 

but transformed.” These were Rev. Kok’s opening words as he addressed a large audience of 

young people gathered in Fuller Church basement. 

 Our speaker developed his theme by first of all explaining the meaning of this 

admonition. What is meant by being conformed? By being transformed? The idea of 

conformation presupposes that there is an external pattern and that in my life I copy that external 

pattern, fashion myself according to it. I become conformed to it. And that external pattern is the 

pattern of the world. 

 The world has its own inward principle of life, the principle of sin and darkness, the 

principle of enmity against God. From this inward principle she develops an outward form and 

manifestation of life, in every sphere. Rev. Kok made clear to us by forceful examples how this 

principle of sin works itself out and becomes evident in the home, in the relation of man and 

wife, of parents and children, becomes apparent in society, in relation of employer and 

employee, of master and servant, in business, in education, and in personal life and habits. This 

is the outward manifestation of the scheme of this world. To this we must not model our lives 

according to it. The question then no longer is, what is right or wrong?, or, what is agreeable to 

the will of God? But, what is popular? What do othesr do? What is the custom of society? What 

does public sentiment demand? This is a very timely admonition for it is indeed difficult not to 

be conformed. It is especially the weakness of our day to allow the world to determine our life 

and mode of walk, and many who call themselves Christians render themselves subject to the 

pattern of this world. We no longer, “Dare to be a Daniel, dare to stand alone”. 

We must be transformed. We must undergo a change. By nature, apart from the grace of 

God, we are of sin, living from the same principle of life as the world. And so we walk in sin, 

our pattern of life is the very same as that of the world, we love that which the world loves. This 

change does not consist merely in a few outward reforms but it is a change that proceeds from 

within. And as the world develops a life’s pattern according to its own inward principle of sin 



and enmity against God, so the Christian must live from his own distinctive principle of 

righteousness and the love of God. 

 In the second place, Rev. Kok pointed out how this transformation is possible. Paul tells 

us that we must be transformed by the renewing of our minds. The mind has different shades of 

meaning in Scripture, but in general appears to refer to man’s rational, moral life in relation to 

God. It includes man’s knowledge, judgment, reason, his desires, ideals, and aspirations. By 

nature the mind of man is motivated and controlled by enmity against God. It is averse to all that 

is of truth, righteousness and holiness and loves the lie, darkness, sin and corruption. The natural 

mind is carnal and minds the things of the flesh. But through the regenerating influence of the 

Spirit and Word of Christ, our minds are renewed. Our minds, our intellects, and our wills have 

been filled with new content, have been radically changed about so that now they operate from a 

new spiritual principle and inner nature, the love of God in Christ Jesus. This is a fact! The 

apostle proceeds from it, takes it for granted. He does not say, renew your mind. Your mind has 

been renewed, and as Christians we confess this. We are new creatures in Christ Jesus. 

 We must remember, however, that the renewal of the mind does not mean that we have 

no sin left in our hearts and in our members. We have. And this imperfection is easily nourished 

by the pattern of the sinful world, by the temptations of the devil. There is oh such a great danger 

that our whole life becomes conformed to the fashion of the world so that one can hardly 

distinguish the church from the world. That is why the admonition comes to us to be 

transformed. Not the outward pattern of the world may shape our lives and determine our walk 

and conduct we must not be governed by what men do or what is popular or what public 

sentiment demands, but the new principle of life from within must control and determine our 

lives. 

 Rev. Kok brought his address to a close by calling our attention to the fruits of this 

transformation. The new principle will and must come to manifestation in our whole life. It must 

become evident in the home, in our relation to one another, in our attitude toward the church, in 

our speech and in our dress, and in our choice of friends and entertainment. The Christian is a 

foreigner in this world. He is a citizen of the kingdom of God. He must preserve his identity by 

not walking after the sinful fashions of the world, but in the renewal of his mind. Our speaker 

beseeched us with the Apostle Paul, by the mercies of God, to present ourselves a living sacrifice 

unto God, not being conformed to this world, but to be transformed so that we may prove what is 

the good and perfect will of God. 
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