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OUTLINE XVII 

Job’s Answer to Bildad – cont. 

Chapter 10 

 In chapter 9 Job has agreed to the praise of God as expressed by the three friends and had 

even given expression to it himself, praising the infinite wisdom and majesty and sovereignty 

and justice of God. He had also expressed how that he was nothing, was but for a moment. As 

the waves of the sea he was tossed to and fro in his deep emotions. And in 9:27 he asked himself 

if he would forget his complaint what would happen? Then however, he could not rest because 

he thought the Lord would not hold him innocent. That is, he was afraid of the result of his 

suffering, utter desolation. He saw the hand of God as against him and he could not cease from 

speaking and seeking help. If on the other had he could consider himself wicked he could not see 

why he labored in vain, verse 29, that is, labor in prayer and supplication. His problem and 

prayers remained unsolved. That is the awful condition of Job. In verses 30 and 31 Job saw his 

own cleansing was not atonement before God. God is not a man and cannot therefore be satisfied 

in judgment as a man. 

 From this context we arrive at the most important expression of his profound 

understanding of the need of someone to defend him and advocate for him before the Judge of 

heaven and earth. Job 9:33 is one of the outstanding references to the need of a mediator in the 

book of Job. Job was helpless because there was not an umpire to speak to God for him nor to 

speak to Job for God. 

 In chapter 10 Job gives expression to his complaint again. After 9:35 and after his 

realization that he could not speak with God but needed an umpire, we would ask how could he 

continue to complain? But that is all that is left him to do. He continues to complain without 

hope of a hearing, verse 1, “I will speak in the bitterness of my soul.” There is not a ray of hope, 

“My soul is weary of my life.” The expression “I will leave my complaint upon myself” is better 

understood with the translation of the Revised Version, “I will give free course to my 

complaint.” 

 Job introduces his complaint in verse 2 by saying, “I will say unto God, do not condemn 

me”. That is, do not hold me guilty. There seem to be contradictions in Job’s speeches. He had 

said, 9:28 “I know that thou wilt not hold me innocent.” He had also expressed himself that there 

was no help for himself without a daysman. Nevertheless he proceeded to express his complaint 

in his bitterness; he asks God not to condemn him and begins in his complaint by asking “shew 

me wherefore thou contendest with me.” The only explanation is that Job is tossed to and fro as 

his viewpoint changes. When he looks at God his expression is different from that after he looks 



at his misery. He speaks from his feeling sometimes, and sometimes he speaks from his faith, his 

knowledge of the revelation of God. Here in this complaint we have him again in his darkness 

and helplessness and yet as unable to see why he is the darkness, and, therefore, his complaint. 

 In this complaint as he again expresses it in answer to Bildad, Job says in effect that it is 

impossible that God as God could do what He was doing to him. Later on God also shows Job 

that he has not spoken that which was right. Nevertheless this is not the speech of an ungodly 

person. He is not rebelling against God. He is expressing his agony and seeking for light. 

 That Job cannot see who that it is good for God, that it is possible for God to oppress him 

is given in vss. 3-7. 

 1. First Job distinguishes himself from the wicked and thinks of himself as the work of 

God’s hands and so wonders how that God can afflict the work of His own hands. Vs. 3. 

 2. In verses 4-6 Job asks a question whether God is like man to inquire after his sin and 

search after his iniquity. He looks at that as an impossibility. For God’s eye is not as man’s, with 

no foreknowledge; nor are God’s days and years as man’s. All time is the same for God before 

whom past and present and future are the same. 

 3. In verse 7 Job says, “Thou knowest that I am not wicked.” He points God in his 

complaint to his election and calling. Job is not of the reprobate wicked. He can never fall; for he 

says, “and there is none that can deliver out of thine hand.” This is similar to the prayer of Moses 

who points God to Israel as His own chosen people in his plea for mercy. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

OUTLINE XVIII 

Job’s Complaint – cont. 

Chapter 10:8-22 

I. In Verses 8-12 Job directs himself to his Creator. 

 1. The thought of the section is summarized in the eighth verse. He points God to himself 

as His handiwork, made and fashioned altogether by God. I think we ought to see more than a 

mere reference to the creation of Job in Adam as all the ungodly are so created in Adam, and 

caused to be brought forth. From verse 3 this is evident that he does not consider the wicked the 

work of God’s hands in the same sense that the godly are made and fashioned by God. He cannot 

see how that God can destroy him as He does because God Himself has made him an object of 

His favor and grace. 

 2. In verse 9 Job calls God to remember that His creating Job, His child, was a sovereign 

act of His own-He made him from clay, which expression calls to mind that this is the Scriptural 

figure for sovereignty. How profound! If it is according to the good pleasure of God, Job means 

to say, shall it not be accomplished? In his powerful complaint he appeals to the sovereign 

choice of God. Can God now fall, once He has purposed. Shall Job be returned to the dust? 

 3. Verses 10-12 contain a beautiful description of how God forms His child. The origin of 

a child can be expressed in scientific terms. The question of the origin of the soul puzzles us all. 

But here in inspired beauty it is singularly stated. From the unformed mass of the embryo to the 

formed body the process is described. Every part is ascribed to God. 



 4. Job acknowledges the life and favor that the Lord gave him. We must be careful not to 

apply this favor to all creatures; especially in the light of the distinction already made in verse 3. 

 II. Again a statement of his problem: versus 13-17. 

 1. In verse 13 he acknowledges that the solution must be with God. By “these things” Job 

refers to the purposes of the works of God, the calling forth of Job into life and light and also the 

destruction of him. These are hid with God says Job, and, he means he cannot understand them. 

 2. In verse 14 there is the thought that though God has made him “together round about” 

Job is nevertheless held accountable. “If I sin,” means: he is accounted guilty of omission.   

 3. Verse 15: “If I be wicked, “that is, sin in the sense of doing evil, then Job realizes that 

there is no hope of life for him. But now here is his problem. If he is righteous he still cannot say 

that he had hope of life. He believed that he was not wicked, ungodly. He maintained his 

righteousness, for God has assured it to him and spoken of it to the devil. But now Job is 

unhappy, he cannot lift up his head. He is full of shame, confusion, because his expectation is 

defeated.  

 4. This affliction is not of the nature of some calamities concerning which we say that we 

will seek the Lord until they be overpast. His increase, verses 16 and 17, and thus promise only 

utter destruction to Job. 

 III. Once more an expression of despair. 

 1. Verses 18 and 19 are a repetition of his same desire for death and his wish that he had 

not been born. Because he fails to have a solution he falls back again this time too from his 

search for light into darkness. 

 2. But this time he prays. Vss. 20-22. This is a prayer for salvation. Cf. Ps. 39:3. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

OUTLINE XIX 

Zophar’s Argument 

 Because he is the last of the three friends to speak we can gather that he is the youngest. 

And his speech reveals that the idea of the three friends is bluntly brought out by him and with a 

pretention of wisdom. 

 1. First of all, notice his contempt for Job’s sincere expression of all that was in him. He 

refers to Job’s soul searching thoughts and prayers as “multitude of words”, “a man full of 

talk”, “lies”, and “mockery”. He asks in derision whether such should not be answered, and he 

meant that Job’s arguments so far easily could and ought to be refuted. Zophar boasts of his 

ability to do so. He is more rash than the previous speakers, who appealed to vision and ancient 

authority. 

 2. In verse 4 Zophar states his idea of Job’s contention. Job had sincerely and honestly 

expressed himself and it is to be understood that therefore he thought that his reasoning was 

correct. He did not pretend however, to express himself upon the mystery of his suffering. He 

left that to God and prayed for light and salvation. Nor Zophar commits a pernicious error in this 

accusation. He, in effect, argues, “You think that you are right and we are wrong.” This says 



nothing. Zophar should prove where Job is in error and not imply that a sincere defense and 

attack in itself is erroneous pretention. 

 3. The error of begging the question is committed by Zophar in verses 5 and 6. He 

assumes that if God would speak he would refute Job and show him his iniquity. That still had to 

be proven. 

 4. In verses 7-12 Zophar speaks of the infinite greatness and incomprehensibility of God 

in a way that shows that he speaks the truth and doesn’t know the implication of it and how to 

apply it himself. Very true it is that we cannot search out God and find Him. He is infinite and 

we are finite. We can only receive of Him through His own revelation. He implies that Job 

sought to know God through his own research; that Job committed the error of rationalism. But 

is that the error of Job? Job only seeks to know this from God Himself. It is true that God finally 

points Job to His infinite and Almighty sovereignty. But that is not the same as this argument of 

Zophar. Zophar condemned the expressions of Job about the revelation of God and his earnest 

desire and prayer to know more of God’s ways, as forbidden rationalism, the sin of man. 

 5. In the conclusion, verses 15-20 the speaker points out the same thing as the other 

friends that he who walks in the way of a good confession shall be blessed here on this earth. The 

moment Job confesses, is the idea of Zophar, he shall prosper materially. Verse 16, misery shall 

slip away as waters that pass away. Thy youth shall be renewed. Verse 17. A promise of 

permanent safety and rest is held before Job. It is assured him that only the wicked suffer and 

shall be cut off. If this is meant in a material and immediate sense we can see the vanity and error 

of this doctrine immediately. 

 Remark: This argument of Zophar is an example of what many contend. That God 

blesses the righteous here on this earth in the way of material goods and punishes the wicked so 

that they do not prosper here on earth is a naïve heathen notion that has crept into many of our 

minds. The method of argument is also often employed.   

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

OUTLINE XX 

Job Concludes the First Round 

Chapter 12-14 

 Job’s first words are irony, verse 2. However, he begins his defense immediately, verse 3. 

He contends that he is equal to them in knowledge. Job accuses them of speaking platitudes, for 

he says, “who knoweth not such things as these?” 

 Poignant is the grief of Job. He who calleth upon God and had received an answer of 

God, had known of fellowship with the Almighty, now in his trouble is mocked of his neighbor. 

He who had the justification of God is laughed to scorn. For the friends had thought that his sin 

was such that it kept him from salvation and if lived in further would deprive him of life 

evermore. Moreover, Job sees many ungodly living in ease and without punishment compared to 

himself. It is the same painful confusion and grief that the psalmist expresses in Psalm 17. 

 In verses 7-10 he shows that what has been contended by the friends about the glory of 

God is plain. The beasts, the earth, all the creatures of God testify of His Almighty work. Verse 9 



brings again the same question as verse 3. And with the questions in verses 10 and 11 Job means 

to say that with the senses and mind God has given man he can know that God is God. Man 

cannot be an agnostic. 

 In verses 12-25 Job describes more beautifully than the friends the glory of God. Notice 

something like this out of this beautiful passage, which we should carefully read and study, that 

God is sovereign in His wisdom and strength. He uses all men, princes even, to accomplish His 

will. He uses darkness even to serve Him, verse 22. He blinds men and causes them to wander 

from the right way, verses 24, 25. 

 Chapter 13: It begins with the same contention as was made in chapter 12. In verse 3 we 

have an answer to Zophar who warned Job against searching out God. When Job says that he 

desires to reason with God, his meaning is not to maintain rationalist. He does not say that he 

desires to reason about God. To reason with God is our privilege, and God calls upon us to 

reason with Him. Isa. 1:18. 

 In verses 4 and 5 Job retaliates and answers the remarks of Zophar with strong words and 

expresses that he desires to hear no more from them. 

 From verses 6-13 he comes out with a new argument against them and expresses his 

desire to once more be allowed to give his reasonings. The new argument is that he accuses them 

of trying to defend God, and doing so deceitfully. They were speaking for God and contending 

for Him against Job, they thought. And Job says, they spoke not only deceitfully but could they 

and need they defend God? Is that the idea of the theodicy? Man pretends so often that he needs 

to justify the ways of God before the bar of his reason. Job vanquishes them with the 11
th

 and 

12
th

 verses. Surely creatures of clay and of time need not defend the Almighty. 

 Thereupon Job proceeds with his reasoning with God. 

 1. Verse 14 is a proverb which expresses that he does not deem it necessary anymore to 

consider his life. If his speaking to God entails death and judgment it cannot matter to him, he 

must speak. 

 2. The boldness to continue is based upon his assurance of God’s righteousness. Verse 15 

is a well known text, often quoted to express the correct subservience to the Almighty. Here is 

the perfect expression of the Theodicy. Tho God slay us, tho we cannot see why, we shall say 

God always is trustworthy to do that which is right. “Shall not the Judge of heaven and earth do 

right?” When Job maintains his own ways before the Lord, he has in mind the justification which 

the Lord has given him. Here is the faith of Job shining out of the darkness. 

 3. From verse 17-28 is a beautiful prayer for salvation. Job confesses his sin. He does so 

with the words that are often given in the Psalms. And he pleads for the mercy of God, verse 21. 

For two things he pleads, for mercy and salvation. 
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