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 Since it appears that all the contributions, for which we allowed ample time, have been 

submitted in regard to our Youth Center discussion, your editor would like to make the following 

remarks: 

 1. It is not true that we must have our own youth center. If you wish to use a strong 

imperative and say “Ye must be born again to enter the Kingdom of Heaven”, we agree. Some 

may call it dramatic but let us rather reserve these strong imperatives for such things as are 

beyond dispute. You may say that you deem it advisable but must? No! 

 2. The weapon wherewith we may fight against, yea, and what is more, will overcome the 

world is not a youth center but is a putting on of the whole armor of God. Cf. Eph. 6:10-17. “. . . 

and this is the victory that over-cometh the world, even our faith.” I. John 5:4b. 

 3. That there are three nights per week with nothing to do is regrettable. Physicians tell us 

that walking is one of the best all-around exercises. We have at least a half dozen fine books 

written by one of our leading theologians. No one would at all object if you young people made a 

concentrated house to house attempt to sell these fine publications. It would not lack in zest and 

thrill if teams were organized and losers stand treat for malted at the corner pill dispensary. 

 Or how about visiting the aged, sick and shut-ins and cheering their day? See James 1:27. 

Those are only two suggestions. There are hosts of others if you feel the need of them. 

4. “Your Reporter Reports” is not a reply by the editor to the first contribution. Its 

purpose was: 

 a. To incite interest in and comment on the first contribution. Definitely not to 

provoke anyone in the bad sense of the word. 

 b. To forcibly stamp out the thought of associating the name of our church with 

any physical gymnastic and contortion society.  The sad state of these churches which have done 

so is too evident to repeat. In fairness to our original contributor, let us state that she did not 

propose doing so. But can it be avoided? 

 c. We blush to think that some have likened it to the writings of Voltaire! The 

author of this article does not expect to go down in history as a contributor to the Classics. A 

more fitting signature for that article would have been “Seer Roebuck”. 

5. “That Insane Amusement Notion” should give you enough food for thought so that 

none of us will be required to “eat oatmeal out of a gas pipe!” 

6. “A Raindrop” makes an eloquent appeal. For objection to “dramatic” see article 1. Oh, 

mother, don’t rob me of my children who regularly retire at 8 P. M. 

7. To “Youthful Contributor” we raise the question: Is a youth center sin? Is it definitely 

wrong to gather together for physical exercise? 

8. And to you from Chofu, don’t worry about those blinders. “Let thine eyes look right 

on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee. Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways 



be established. Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil”. Prov. 4:25-

27. 

9. It is not impossible to have a youth center but if you still feel that it is advisable please 

consider the following: 

a. It can never serve to equip you to fight the warfare of faith. 

b. It can make you wise unto salvation. 

c. It can never prepare you for an office or calling in the church. 

d. It can never remove the temptations of the world or the lust of the flesh since these 

proceed from the heart. 

e. It can never teach you your misery, deliverance or gratitude. 

10. It is deplorable that far too many of us, and I do not exclude us older folks, when 

asked “What’s the Score?” have so much of this earthly clay clinging to our feet that we imagine 

that this interrogation means the ball scores of world series or the ratings of various basketball 

teams. How many of us find our delight in pointing with pride to one who has attained heights of 

spiritual knowledge and sanctification? How much easier to root for a ball team than to become 

filled with spiritual zeal for things of the Kingdom. How much easier we speak of sports, 

hunting, fishing, business and politics. How much easier to spend a “social evening” with salted 

and unsalted “wisecrackers” and wits and fractions thereof? If so, we must have our own youth 

center! 

 Well my friends, that is what I have to offer on the subject. Let me also herewith thank all 

those who have contributed their material in regard to this matter. Especially are we grateful to 

our first contributor who had the admirable courage to state her convictions. She will do doubt 

agree with Solomon when he writes in Prov. 18”17 “He that is first in his own cause seemeth 

just; but his neighbor cometh and searcheth him.” Surely we should welcome this search by the 

neighbors and receive even as charitably as it is given, the advice of others. We trust that you 

have all received all the remarks and contributions in good humor and that no one was unduly 

offended. Come again, anytime anyone with anything. It is instructive for all of us. 

 Neither would we have you conclude that your editor frowns upon all your activities and 

endeavors. I do not say you cannot have a youth center. Perhaps you can and perhaps you really 

do need a place to go on those extra evenings. But even those who differ with us should admit 

that there is a grave danger that such a thing will receive more enthusiastic support and patronage 

than the things of the church. I would like to see our young people gainfully engaged in 

preparing themselves for their calling as fathers and mothers and allowed to take more of an 

active part in the affairs of the church. 
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