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Show us your books! 

 We want 30%! 

 Two of the outstanding demands of the current General Motors strike. 

 Thousand idle. Both sides determined not to budge an inch. No immediate prospect of 

settlement. 

 Are the demands of the union unreasonable? Are the newspapers biased? Whose side do 

they appear to take? 

 Let’s take a look. What do we find? 

 Doesn’t it look, to say the least, a bit suspicious that G. M. refuses to open their books 

even to a third party? Do you know that even the stockholders are not granted that privilege? 

Only the selected few. Originally such was not the case. Is that their right? Can we simply 

excuse it by saying to all and sundry who make this request: “It’s none of your business, 

snooper!” Is a large corporation such as G. M. responsible to no one? Can it be said that what 

they do is absolutely no one else’s business even when by with-holding to labor (without which 

they could not have made their profits in the first place) what they require invoke hardship on 

thousands of families not only but also withhold from the nation automobiles and trucks that are 

sorely needed for replacement of war-weary and worn vehicles. Is that no one’s business? Rather 

suspicious is it not? Especially in view of the face that the president of G. M. is the second 

highest income man in the U.S. with an income well over the $400,000 mark. 

 You will perhaps have noticed, too, that your newspaper cartoons and articles call this 

30% an invitation to inflation. But is that quite correct? Has not the union said, in effect, that 

they want this 30% without having the cost of the finished product raised? Have they not agreed 

to accept less if the books show that it is impossible to do so? But this fact is barely mentioned. 

 We do not intend to leave the impression that we are advocates of unionism or strikes or 

picketing. But, it is only fair when discussing these things that we also bear the above mentioned 

facts in mind lest we become biased and simply make a blanket condemnation before we have 

considered all the factors involved. 

 And when it’s all settled, what do we find? Whatever gains have been made have been 

purely materialistic for, their god is their belly and they mind earthly things. 

 Let us stand fast in our calling and not allow ourselves to be influenced by the carnality 

which is so evident on both sides. 
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