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 (1.) Your first impression of me must be that I am a tall, broad-shouldered individual. As 

you learn to know me better you soon realize that I am sedate and modest of disposition, studious 

and conscientious in my work. 

 (2.) My birthplace was in the Netherlands. The date, January 22, 1904. It was four years 

later, in 1908, that I first set foot on American soil. Our family settled in Atwood , Michigan 

where I spent my early years and received my training in the fundamentals of learning. I always 

had my lessons without much effort, which may have been one of the reasons why my teachers 

considered me a problem child. 

 (3.) At eighteen I began feeling about for my field of labor, little realizing then that my 

future lay in the ministry of the Word. I went to Grand Rapids where I worked both in the factory 

and on the farm. Then I went West for a while and later returned to Chicago where I met the 

turning point in my life. I was in an automobile accident, so that I was laid up with an injured 

knee for some time. It was during this time that I felt my calling to enter the ministry. So I 

returned to Grand Rapids, attending the local Christian High School and Calvin College, and 

soon was able to make another stride toward my goal by entering the Seminary of our own 

Protestant Reformed Churches. 

 (4.) Before entering the ministry I married a young lady of Grand Rapids, Miss Nettie 

Woudenberg. My first charge was in Bellflower, California, where I served as their first minister. 

My next charge was Oskaloosa, Iowa and now I am located in Grand Haven, Michigan. 
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