
Amusement Center Reactions 
Various 

 

 

 Have you heard? Yes, I heard about this drive for a “Youth Center”, but haven’t paid 

much attention to it. But listen again. This “Youth Center”, is desired by our youth. They are not 

merely talking about it, but it is their aim! No, this can’t be true. Yes, it is. That is what they are 

working for. 

 Thus I reasoned with myself, and decided that I would study this problem and see 

whether it is a problem or if it isn’t. 

 I’ve come to the conclusion that it is. In fact, it is very alarming. What, I ask, does it 

show to us? It shows to us that the church of Jesus Christ is seeking to have amusement as a 

secondary necessity. Mind you, secondary. Yes, Christ comes first, but He isn’t our complete 

life. We, the body of Christ, need some secondary amusement to help pull us pull through this 

miserable life of woe. (Ho, hum, what a dull life!) Have you ever heard that expression? Why is 

it said? They know not the true purpose of life, I’d say. 

 Christ is not the first and last in our lives. He is only part of it. Christ needs to furnish 

some amusement to keep his bride, the church, satisfied. He cannot give her the amusement she 

craves. Therefore the church seeks a way to find it. 

 We go about it in a very cunning way, well under cover. We appear to be so innocent. 

This is the way we say it. “Amusement is secondary”. It isn’t first, only secondary. So we say to 

Christ, “Let these amusements be a part of me. Then I needn’t go out into the world for it. In 

other words, let a little of this earthly be a part of me, oh my King. After all, I’m not in heaven, 

where thou art, and it is hard for me to be completely devoted to thee, while I am still on this 

earth. I know I belong to the world, but I must be amused, so let me take just a small speck of the 

world and make it part of me.” 

 I wonder what Christ Jesus our Lord, will do with such a church. 

 Is that the church, who gives Him the glory, and who He will bless and call His own? We 

know better. When we read His Word and study it, we find an entirely different way of life. We 

find no secondary way, in which to amuse ourselves. There is no place or time for it. All we find 

in His Word is His will. By His will, means the way in which He wills us to walk. If we love that 

will and desire to do it, then we have no problem, such as secondary amusements. We find that 

amusements have no place in our church. 

 We read in the article written some time ago, “It is not worthwhile to give our youth (by 

this, is meant the church) a weapon with which to fight against the world?” How ridiculous such 

a weapon is! How can we possibly use man and amusements to fight the world? Further back in 

the article we read “Inevitably the temptations to world amusements become more and more 

attractive”. Let us not fool ourselves! The church, neither Christ, can help it that worldly 

amusements tempt us. Let us go to the Scriptures and read, James 1 versus 13 to 17. “Let no man 

say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither 



tempteth he any man. But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away by his own lust, and 

enticed. Then when the lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin when it is finished, 

bringeth forth death. Do not err, my beloved brethren”. 

 So we could go on and on, in His Word and find the way of true life. In contrast we see 

how dark the way of sin is. I would definitely call a “Youth Center” sin. It is the beginning of the 

forsaking of Christ. It shows, that we are not satisfied with the way He has shown us in His 

Word. We want to live like the world does. The way of the world is to be amused. They do this 

in bowling and billards, besides the many more ways they have of living a careless “God 

forgetting” life. 

 If we have our own “Youth Center” the result will be that, in time Christ will forsake us 

and we’ll find ourselves having all of the world but none of Christ. 

Youthful Oaklawn Contributor 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Amusement Center 

 At a recent meeting of the Young Men’s Society of the First Church in Grand Rapids a 

round table discussion of the subject of Christian Amusement Centers was introduced by Harry 

Bloem. He gave a brief summary of the two articles dealing with this subject previously printed 

in Beacon Lights. The first written by Lois Hoeksema and the second a reply to the first written 

by the Editor. The result of this discussion was the formulation and adoption of the following 

principles. 

 1. The duty of the church is to preach the gospel. 

 2. It follows therefore that it is not the duty of the church to furnish recreational activities 

of any kind. 

 3. Standing on the principle that bodily exercise profiteth little we stand opposed to the 

present day amusement craze.  

 4. In view of the fact that godliness is profitable unto all things it is the calling of the 

child of God to put forth every effort to promote spiritual recreation. 

 5. In conformity with the principle that bodily exercise profiteth little we are opposed to 

commercialized recreation and insist that bodily recreation should proceed from the home. 

Vice Sec. 

Tony Vanden Berg. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Chofu, Japan 

November 1945 

Dear Friends: 

 I found the article “Your Reporter Reports” in the August edition of the Beacon Lights, to 

say the least, provoking. Comparative to Voltaire even, in a sense. Perhaps you’re thinking this is 

going from bad to worse; dragging from me the confession that I’ve read Voltaire. But this is 

exactly the point I wish to present. The old story of the horse wearing eye-blinds; seeing only 

what’s directly ahead, like so many people, child and adult alike. I don’t wish to exclude myself, 



and yet, I doubt whether those who knew me even before my entry into the Armed Forces saw 

me as a person of great false modesty. On my return home (which of course I hope will be soon) 

I’m afraid modesty will find even less room in my life. I’ve seen so much more—and all this not 

at my own choosing. Conclusion: Eye-blinds should go out; they were designed for days when 

horseless carriages were a new and terrifying thing to horses. For people, they should be equally 

out of date. Paul says, in one of his epistles, we would have to move out of the world not to see 

the world. Whether this education is good or bad depends naturally, on the person being 

educated. If there are those on “shallow-ground”, will the storm hold off for them to take root? 

I’m sure we all agree it will not. Whether such a thing as A Recreational Center for our young 

people would or would not be an invitation for heresy and evil into our church, I firmly believe 

would certainly depend on the young people themselves. I sincerely hope we can have more 

confidence than that in them. They one day, no doubt, will be replacing those now being help 

responsible for the standards of our church. How would they if it were not possible for them to 

withstand the trials of a Recreation Center, one day hold the offices of our church without 

dealing in magnanimous hypocrisy?  

 I hope I make my vote clearly seen as in favor of giving our young people the 

opportunity of a place where they can freely (not unreasonably so) exercise themselves 

physically and that one day a great spiritual profit may be seen because they’ve learned 

practically how to conduct themselves in a world from which they cannot escape. 

Your friend & brother, 

Pfc Fred Pype, Jr. 
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