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Dear fellows:- 

 It requires little imagination to surmise that the end of the war caused a momentous 

change in your daily life. 

 This is true, of course, for those of you who already have returned to this country, some 

of whom have been discharged, others of whom are awaiting that event. 

 They are, however, comparatively few as yet. Most of you are still overseas. And it is, 

especially, those of you that have not returned, that are still in the armies of occupation, that I 

have in mind just now. I can easily imagine what a change must have been brought about in your 

everyday life, and in your attitude toward life in the army, now the war has come to an end, and 

actual fighting has ceased. When the war was on, and you were being trained for warfare or were 

actually engaged in the bloody struggle, discipline was strict, now it has relaxed to a large 

extend. Then you were under a tension, now the tension is released. Then you were under heavy 

pressure of duties to perform, now the pressure is lifted. Then you were in constant danger, or in 

anticipation of danger, now you are living in comparative safety. Then your day was filled with 

work, now you probably have little to do, and you have a good deal of time on your hands. Then 

there seemed to be a definite purpose for your being in the armed forces of our country, now 

your stay in the army or navy may appear rather purposeless to you. 

 You long for the time that you may come home. And so do we. 

 In the meantime, if my surmise as to this change is correct, your present position is not 

without its peculiar dangers. A Dutch proverb has it that “ledigheid is des duivels oorkussen,” 

which means, literally, that “leisure is the devil’s ear-pillow,” and by which the wise Dutchman 

meant to convey the truth that idleness is the devil’s opportunity to tempt and to lead astray. 

 Are you making the best of this situation? Perhaps, there are many wholesome 

recreations and avocations with which you can be occupied when duty does not call. If so, you 

ought to make use of such opportunities. But, above all, you should not neglect reading your 

Bible, and as much wholesome Christian literature, as you can lay your hands on. “Wherewithal 

shall a young man cleanse his way? By giving heed thereto according to Thy Word!” Do not 

forget to take time out for this very purpose, and for daily prayer and supplication. Put on the 

whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand in the evil day, and you may be able to 

quench all the fiery darts of the devil. 

 Here at home, we are praying that our God may keep you in the midst of many 

temptations, and that soon you may return to us spiritually safe and sound! 

H Hoeksema 

 

 

In Memoriam 



PFC Bernard J. Miedema 

 Monday, October 15, the parents of Bernard J. Miedema received official notice of his 

death presumably on October 11, 1944, the day he was reported missing in action near Bologna, 

Italy. Bernard was a member of Fuller Church, Grand Rapids, Mich., and was in service two 

years. 
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