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Almost inevitably, at this time of the year, the thoughts of those who love the truth, as it 

is clearly set forth by the Protestant Reformed churches, turn toward the origin of this 

denomination and focus themselves sharply upon those issues which have caused us to be taken 

by the scruff of the neck and very literally to be ousted from the communion of those who in 

former times had not soiled their theological hands with the God-dishonoring doctrines which 

are so repugnant to us. 

 And, lest some would presume that we are so naïve that we are not acquainted with the 

fact that the doctrine (?) of common grace is not new but was found also among theologians and 

pseudo-theologs long before 1924, let us hasten to assure you that we do not labor under any 

such delusions. Errors and untruths are not innovations. They are as old as the promise of the 

serpent“Ye shall be as gods. . .” But, it was not until 1924 before anyone had the brazen audacity 

to elevate this theological brain-child to the rank of a dogma of the church. Many had heretofore 

toyed with this theory and had even somewhat “developed” it and to their own satisfaction, we 

suppose, had found the “solution” to many difficult problems. 

 And this child, which should have been dashed against a stone, found favor in the eyes of 

many. Sentimentalists and misguided zealots fondled and nurtured that child and “oh-ed” and 

“ah-ed” about its comeliness. Such beautiful golden curls! Such innocent big blue eyes and such 

a winsome guileless smile! And yet, to employ the words of the apostle in his letter to the 

Hebrews, it is a bastard son! Better had it been for the church if it had been stillborn or that it had 

died in the womb of her who had conceived it. For it is the offspring of an illicit love between 

Jerusalem and Athens. And its mother had tenderly nourished it and attempted to defend its name 

and position in the family of the church. And those who protested against living under one 

ecclesiastical roof with this dogmatic monstrosity have been ruthlessly cast out and called “one-

sided, stubborn and stiff-necked”. 

 And the onion tears of those who pitifully weep and express dismay that that has 

happened, yet, who do not cast this child out from them and drive it into the wilderness, avails 

but naught. For you love that child of adultery and clasp it to your breast and deliberately refuse 

to recognize it for what it is! You will rise to the defense of your ecclesiastical coition with the 

world and will extol the “virtues” of the unregenerate world and will give as your answer for the 

“certain regard for decency and order” this concoction which you have so highly elevated some 

twenty-one years ago! 

 And yet, it is not enough, yea rather, it is not even proper that we exist solely for the 

purpose of calling attention to the ecclesiastical and dogmatical errors and heresies of others. If 

that is our reason for existence we cannot and should not live! We profess to be the Church of 

Jesus Christ – not anti-other denomination-society. 



 The time must come, and indeed it many even be close at hand, that we spend less and 

less time and effort in the refutation of sundry errors. For, even as that which is false progresses, 

so too must we progress in the positive truth which is our precious heritage. 

 Think not that we would beg of anyone to altogether cease from mentioning the errors of 

others. Neither are we stirred to a certain maudlin pity when those who have deserved such 

attacks are mercilessly placed under the knife of rebuke. They have very truly brought it upon 

themselves and the defensive whine that “there is so little difference between us” will in no wise 

cause us to drop our guard and seek a compromise peace. But, we repeat, it is not enough. 

 There are many reasons why it is not enough to always and forever busy ourselves with 

the errors of those outside our circle. Let us look at just a few and we shall perhaps be able to 

somewhat visualize the magnitude of our task. 

 There is, of course, first of all the fact that positive truths serve to build us up. Surely no 

dietician would consider handing his patient a long list of foods which he should not eat and 

explain in detail the reason why these foods are harmful. Rather, the reverse in true and generally 

a few notes of caution suffice. 

 Secondly, we must bear in mind that simply because we are members of a certain 

denomination we are not therefore automatically and magically, as it were, immune and not 

susceptible to error. It is well to remember that we too are men of clay and even the best among 

us must daily strive against sin and the lie and are subject to vanity and find it oh so difficult to 

live and behave as a peculiar people in the midst of the world. Our flesh would not have it thus 

and it also would find it so much easier to adopt a world and life view which is broader and more 

tolerant toward those whom we know as the world. We in our foolishness complain that our 

place is too small and that we must change our thinking and theology in order to adapt ourselves 

and make ourselves more acceptable to this present age. It is not at all difficult to understand that 

nominal Christianity has taken just exactly that step some to a lesser and others to a greater 

degree, or course. And let not our position ever make us proud or cause us to be filled with vain-

glory. Let it rather cause us to be humbly grateful and prayerfully watch lest these same errors 

creep in and implant themselves even before we are aware of their existence. 

 And finally, although this by no means exhausts the subject, it is not enough because 

even as we need positive truths and even as we ourselves liable to fall into error, we must never 

become so puffed up that we think that our own house is always so perfectly in order that we can 

fritter away our time by criticizing our neighbor’s housekeeping. Now it is not my intention to 

“tell tales out of school” but a few hints should be sufficient for those who care enough for the 

church to be concerned about her welfare. It would perhaps be well for us to be just a bit more 

consistent about such things as labor organizations and remove also the dust which lurks in the 

corners and escapes detection. Let’s have no “untouchables” in the Church of Jesus Christ! 

 For, even as children in the home are quick to notice inconsistencies in the actions of the 

parents, so too will the young people in the church be quick to notice our inconsistencies and as a 

result will lose respect or become indifferent and will find it not so difficult to take the next step 

and affiliate themselves with those of other beliefs or wink at some of the ways of the world. 



Let’s remember that, please, for those who are the future parents, pastors and office bearers of 

the church! 

 And now, to mention but one more item, it would be well to strive and seek by every 

possible means to attain and maintain a united front in regard to our own Christian schools. Upon 

another occasion we may write concerning this but even this one line should suffice to make us 

stop and think and realize that we are not beyond improvement in this respect. 

 Let this then suffice for the present but let it also be enough to make us remember that 

when we call the former years to remembrance that we maintain a balance which does not rob us 

of any of the truth of the precious heritage which God has entrusted to us and which we will 

retain only by constant vigilance. 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol. 6 No. 2 November 1945 


