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 Perhaps you recall that in catechism you learned about the three classifications or names 

of the church–triumphant, militant, and latent? We shall not enter into a discussion concerning 

these three but rather pause for just a moment at the last one. It, of course, is the name given to 

the church which is yet to be born, hence, it is called latent–dormant, inert. Or, to put it another 

way, it is the church which has not yet arrived. Or, to put it another way, it is the church which 

has not yet arrived. 

 Without meaning to be “smart” or sacrilegious, have you not noticed the similarity 

between the latent and the late-in church? For also the late-in is that portion of the church which 

has not yet arrived. 

 Sometimes circumstances absolutely beyond our control make our late-in church 

unavoidable. If such be the case, please take no offense at this material although it is possible 

that something contained herein may also apply to you. 

 Those who arrive very early just to “get a back seat” will, of course, feel entirely left out. 

But, just so you won’t feel too neglected, we might mention that at one time (and it may still be 

the practice in certain countries) the “back seats” were for the very poor whereas the wealthy 

were classified according to the distance which they were seated from the front! And it would 

also be charitable to believe that your very early arrival is for the purpose of meditation or a quiet 

study of the Scriptures and Confessions of the church. It would be very unkind to assume that 

your purpose in securing a “back seat” was so that you could see what this one or that one is 

wearing. Or, worse still, that you intended to whisper and visit before the service. 

 But a word now to the “late-in” church. You know, you shouldn’t do that intentionally or 

have it as a bad habit. All right, why write about it then? For this reason: Whether or not it is 

unavoidable, please remember that even at best you are distracting the attention of others. That is 

the very least that can be said. But, if you deliberately and willfully march down the aisle and 

find yourself a seat without waiting for an interruption you are being very irreverent. Is it too 

much to ask that you wait a moment (you’re late already, you know) and find your seat when it 

will cause the least possible disturbance? And for the sanctity of God’s House and His Word, 

please, if you must be late-in church, do not come in while the law or Scriptures are being read 

or at any such inopportune time. It is the least you can do toward the observance of the rudiments 

of good behavior. 
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