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 The prime requisite of all Christian living is the glory of God. In last analysis this is all 

that matters. Ultimately the sole, all-determining question is: Is the purpose of all our activities, 

of every issue of the heart, of every thought and word and deed and inclination, with respect to 

anything and everything God Himself and the adoration of His blessed Name? Are we seeking 

God, consciously and exclusively? Is it our sole delight to be pleasing to Him and to extol His 

perfections? When you eat or drink or sleep, when you study or work or play, when you go 

fishing or swimming or skating or bowling, when you go to church or catechism or society or 

glee club, are you doing it all to the glory of God? That is the one question, make no mistake 

about that. If your answer is positive, affirmative, your life is truly Christian. Whatever falls 

short of this mark is not merely un-, but anti-Christian. 

 This being so, our next question is: but when are works to the glory of God? What 

determines this? With what standard must they comply? Scripture supplies the answer. The 

criterion, standard, pattern is God Himself, His perfect law. God must be the end, the exclusive 

purpose of our lives; our works must be unto God. But He Himself is also the pattern, the 

standard; our works must be according to God in order to be unto Him.  

 Nor could there be another pattern, standard, than the law of God. God’s law is the 

expression of the will of God, the living, all-embracive, omnipotent will of God, for the spiritual-

ethical life of the moral creature. In this law God reveals Himself, His own perfections, and 

hence what is pleasing to Him, what the creature must do to satisfy Him, to carry away His 

benediction, to glorify His Name and to be holy as God is holy. To live in harmony with that law 

is life; to transgress it is death. Therefore there can impossibly be another standard of good 

works, of godly living, and whatever falls short of this divine pattern is not merely un-, but 

positively anti-Christian. Man may set up his own standard of life, walk accordingly and imagine 

that he is pleasing to the Highest. The truth is: whatever is not subject to the law of God is 

enmity against God and by that token damned of Him. 

 When is my life according to this divine pattern of the law of God? When there is some 

external agreement between the one and the other? When my works conform to the mere letter of 

the law, outwardly, formally, technically?  When we do not bow our knees before idols in the 

same way the heathen do? When we do not break out in all manner of cursing and swearing? 

When we do not profane the Sabbath as do the children of the world by seeking the amusements 

of the flesh, but instead attend the services in God’s house, pay our budget, sing, pray, etc.? 

When we do not murder, commit adultery, steel or bear false witness in that crude and extreme 

sense of the word, but instead lead a formally decent, irreproachable life? If we do all these 

things, are we then living according to God’s law? 

 Reformed young people, you know better than that! You should by now. You know that 

God is not deceived by mere appearances but judges the inmost heart. You know that one can be 



in external agreement with the law and still be void of all grace. You know that in the most 

incorrigible criminal there is still some regard for virtue and conformity to the letter of the law, 

because they perceive that God’s law can serve their purpose, because God has decreed it so that 

also this earthly life is possible only in the way prescribed by that law. Wherefore two people 

may appear to be doing precisely the same thing, yet one may be doing it for God’s sake and the 

other for himself, one may be subjecting himself to the law of God and the other the law of God 

to himself, one may be mindful of serving the Lord while the other will have God serve him and 

his purpose. Don’t you suppose, covenant friends, that it is exactly this that makes all the 

difference to God Himself? 

 Only then do we live according to the law of God when your lives conform to its deepest 

principle. God’s law, after all, is not composed of a mere list of do’s and don’ts. Its deepest 

principle and content is LOVE, love for God above all and our neighbor as ourselves,-true, 

unadulterated, self-denying, God-seeking love, Only a life that is permeated throughout by this 

love, without mixture and corruption by any foreign motive or consideration, may bear the name 

“Christian”. 

 Applying this test to your lives, what do you find? Are you satisfied? Do your lives 

conform to this divine pattern? That those of the unregenerate do not, we know. The natural man 

is carnal and only wicked in the sight of God. However pleasing of character he may be, 

however polished and refined, decent and helpful, for God he has only disdain and implacable 

hatred. He is not pleasing, refined, well-mannered when it comes to his Maker. With respect to 

God he is an uncouth beast and Jehovah despises him with all His infinite soul. Can’t you 

understand that? How would a parent feel about a child who is exceedingly friendly to everyone 

else, but never does anything but snub father and mother? Would such a parent praise such a 

child? How is a wife expected to feel toward a husband, who is oh, so affectionate and attentive 

toward other women but never has one kind word for his own wife? Would such a wife be 

expected to praise such a husband? That’s the way God feels about the ungodly. “For the carnal 

mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then 

they that are in the flesh cannot please God.” 

 Yes, but how about ourselves? What is our “living” when seen in the light of this divine 

pattern? It behooves us to cover our faces in shame, does it not? Indeed, we have a principle of 

the true obedience. But, taking our lives at their face value, how little love there is also in us. 

How true is the word of the apostle, “Out of the law is the knowledge of sin”, and that other 

confession of the same man of God, “To will is present with me; but how to perform that which 

is good I find not. For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.” 

   Well may we close our remarks by thanking God: a) That our salvation does not depend 

on our works as we perform them; b) that there is abundant pardon in the blood that flowed from 

God’s own heart on Calvary; c) that the principle of the new life which we have is acceptable to 

God in Jesus Christ and will never perish but be preserved unto life eternal; and d) that we have 

the blessed promise that what is now in part will soon be made perfect, when all that is of sin 

will be no more and we shall be holy as the Lord our God is holy. 
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