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 Perhaps one of the things which will most plague you young people who have entered 

upon a life’s vocation in the midst of the world, is the matter of membership in a labor 

organization. And much has been written concerning this question, both by officials of the 

church and various laymen. High ideals have been set forth and have been ably substantiated by 

proof from Holy Writ. And I do not believe that anyone whose confession agrees with ours 

would care to gainsay the ideal. And that ideal is, briefly, that we are a peculiar people called to 

live as shining lights in the midst of the world and to manifest both by our walk and conversation 

that we can have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness. For, you see, our hope is 

other than their hope; our aspirations and our ultimate goal is other than their goal. This we 

considered to be axiomatic. 

 But, without in the least bit intending to detract from this ideal let us take another 

approach which in no way detracts from the foregoing but rather would seek to appeal to you as 

an individual. Have you ever considered that by affiliating yourself with such an organization be 

it then a union, association or any such thing, you have willfully placed yourself in the 

embarrassing position of serving two masters? You have a dual allegiance in that particular 

sphere. It could even be likened to the sin of bigamy. And, to which “wife” will you harken? 

Upon which will you bestow your affection and filial devotion. Do you see the picture? 

 Your duty over against your employer is clearly set before you in the Scriptures. But 

now, you have also another master who will endeavor to direct your actions in a manner which 

may be diametrically opposed to that of the employer. To which will you harken? To which, of 

the two, do you owe allegiance? You know the answer as well as I and you know too that you 

must not harken to the comely mistress who will eventually dandle you upon her knees and seek 

to learn wherein your greatest strength as a Christian lies. She will entreat you, she will entice 

you and by flattery and promises will seek to ensnare you and alas, too late, you will discover 

that she will call in her Philistine henchmen who will pluck out your eyes and you will spend 

your days treading on her grist-mills. 

 Have you never considered that as a workman, even though it be in the humblest of 

positions, you are an individual with an individual mind and will and a dignity (in the good sense 

of the word) all your own? And will you cast that all away for the promise of material gain? Will 

you be delighted by Delilah and be flattered by her lips? 

 What happens to your individuality? It is well-neigh destroyed. No longer can you meet 

your employer as man to man. You are now not only a cog in the industrial wheel but you also 

have thrown overboard your individuality, prestige and dignity as a workman and craftsman. 

 You too have perhaps noticed that the sphere of influence of these organizations has been 

extended so as not only to include wages and hours and working conditions but now they also 

advise their members as to what they should eat and drink! And as a bunch of dumb sheep they 



do as they are told and when the price of milk goes up, they must boycott that product and you as 

a member must subscribe to it too. What will be the next step? Will it be, what clothes you shall 

wear, how many children you should raise and–to which church, if any, you should belong? 

 Oh, if only they would go so far. Then, it would be well! Well? Yes, that would be well. 

For then the issue would be crystal clear and would stand out, as it were, in bold relief. Gone 

forever would be all our silly excuses and arguments and the answer would not be in doubt. But, 

alas, it has not gone that far. The devil is no fool. Will you allow yourself to be enticed? 

 Think it over, young people, will you? 
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