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 Independence! A beautiful word! A word which immediately calls to mind many 

wonderful visions and highly desirable situations. 

 Independence! A goal which we strive for both as individuals and as a nation. 

 Independence! A shrugging off and a casting away of bonds of servitude and obligation. 

Oh, but to attain thereto! What freedom would be ours if we were but independent. No more 

would we then be obligated to ask for help from others. And how we strive for that goal! How 

paramount, so it seems, is independence. 

 Shall we look at a few illustrations before we proceed to analyze and define what we 

mean by a strange independence? 

 We all recall learning how some one hundred and seventy years ago the fathers of this 

country drafted that historical document known as the Declaration of Independence. The chains 

of servitude and obedience to the mother country had become irksome. No longer would they 

bow under what was felt to be the tyranny of the British. They would be independent and be 

responsible to themselves alone. Hence, the natural result of what is also an individual urge in 

the heart of man. 

 And again, to recall a recent case, during the last war (or perhaps more correctly stated 

“latest war”) one of our most critical materials was rubber. For, you see, again it was a question 

of dependence and we were dependent upon imports from other countries. And here, too, that 

desire for independence revealed itself and the research for suitable substitutes and synthetics 

was accelerated both from the standpoint of necessity and desirability. 

 Neither is there a dearth of evidence that this striving for independence may also be 

found in the individual. Take note, for instance, of the hard-working and industrious farmer. Is it 

only for that daily bread that he rises early and toils late? Is it only to lift that mortgage and 

acquire for himself a few of the luxuries of life? No. He has his eye on the future. He wants to be 

independent. He would acquire enough so that he will no longer be dependent on a fluctuating 

market price. He would not be dependent on a good crop, rain, sunshine and fertile field. 

 And the urban dwellers? Also in his breast is that urge for independence. How many are 

there not who would unfetter themselves from the chains of servitude be it in shop, office or 

business? How desirable they deem it to be free from the obligation of satisfying a capricious 

boss or pleasing their customer. Many of them dream of a day when they can move out of town 

and imagine that, with a few acres of land and some chickens, they would be independent! The 

city-man’s Utopia! 

 And neither is that urge for independence limited to adults. It finds its expression equally 

well, though it be in other forms, among all ages. Also the child learning to walk is delighted 

when he no longer needs to support himself by holding on to the furniture or mother’s hand. And 

young people too, look forward to their day of independence when they no longer need to rely 



for their support upon father and mother. Yes, even churches if they retain a healthy outlook 

should strive for independence especially in relation to the matter of supporting themselves in as 

much as that is possible. They too should not find it desirable to always and forever hold 

mother’s hand and never attempt to walk alone. The industriousness of the child who earns some 

of his own spending money and gradually increases his income so that he is able to aid toward 

the support of the family, is never to be condemned. Such a striving for independence is to be 

commended. 

 No doubt, but that the cause of at least some of the lethargy which grips us (could add an 

“e” to grip, and make the word serve a double purpose) is that we have in the past become so 

accustomed to our national policy of granting subsidies for almost every project imaginable and 

instead of visualizing Uncle Sam with striped trousers, we have, in our minds, clothed him in a 

red suit and whiskers! We would do well to rid ourselves of such conceptions and also as 

churches learn to stand alone. Even midgets and undersized livestock learn to walk, you know. 

 But, all this by way of introduction and lest I weary you with a multitude of examples, it 

would be well to analyze and define what is the strange independence which captions this article. 

 And then, our thoughts are not directed primarily to that basic urge of the individual for 

independence but rather to a new principle which gives us an independence which makes the 

former fade into insignificance. For it is the Christian and alone the Christian who according to 

the measure of his faith reaches a desirable degree of independence. The farmer, the city man, 

the child and the youth never attain their goal. Even tho they lift mortgages, retire to their “Five 

Acres and Independence”, relieve themselves from dependence on elders and learn to walk 

alone, yes, though they attain all this, yet are they dependent upon an innumerable host of 

conditions which they can never escape. All their life long they are dependent on air for their 

very breath and food for substance. The conditions are innumerable and defy escape, for thus has 

man been created and he shall never attain to that lying promise. “Ye shall be as gods.” 

 This Christian independence however is something wholly different. It does not find its 

origin in a carnal desire to shake off the chains of servitude. It is not dependent upon the 

conditions of his material state. It is unaffected by poverty or riches, for it is not of this earth 

earthy. 

  It is this independence which you young people so sorely need as you start out in life. 

For it is this independence which makes you able to stand not only but also assert yourselves and 

manifest by your walk and conduct that you are different and separate from the world. It is this 

independence which enables you to resist evil and flee temptation. It is this independence which 

makes you to know that the arm of flesh is truly an arm of flesh and that your strength does not 

lie in joining yourselves to a union or association and seek by combined endeavors to attain a 

materialistic goal. 

 Oh, it is a beautiful independence for it liberates and makes you free. Let the world do 

with you what they will, let them afflict and persecute. Let your old nature rise up and condemn 

you. Let even your works testify against you and yet, in that independence you will and can 

stand. Your spirit is free even though your body be in fetters. You may in a changeable world 



and under all circumstances be independent and with your sanctified heart and mind commune 

and enjoy the fellowship of your God. 

 Truly that in the eyes of the natural man is a strange independence. For its perfect 

attainment means that you are unaffected by conditions round about you. You do not fear as the 

world and nations fear; neither are you troubled and anxious about the future. 

 But that which makes this independence more than passing strange is also the fact that it 

is so utterly dependent for it reckons and it alone with the Maker, Giver and Sustainer of all 

things. And, whereas the natural man in his search for independence and in his foolish 

imagination believes that he has somewhat attained thereto and ascribes all things to his own 

cunning and ingenuity, the Christian knows that his independence did not spring from his own 

diligent search and labor but found its source and finds its sustenance in the God who has called 

him out of the darkness of sin and has given him a hope eternal and an utter disregard for that 

which is material in so far as it hinders him from attaining the goal set before him. 

 A strange independence for it is a completely conscious dependent independence. 

 Happy are ye if ye possess it! 
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