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 This new department in Beacon Lights for which we have been asked to write was 

advertised in last month’s issue as “Early Church History”. We intend to keep that title and see 

no objection in it if we only bear in mind that this department will deal with the early church 

history of the new dispensation. Early church history in the strictest sense of the word would 

mean the history of the church as it stood in Paradise in Adam and Eve. That is where church 

history began and not, as is so often erroneously supposed, in the upper room on Pentecost. The 

church is almost as old as this world, the first church members appearing upon this earth the 

sixth day of its existence. 

 We begin our first installment in this department with these introductory words because 

there is a very prevalent heresy which denies this fact that the people of God in the Old and New 

Testament times are one church and one people of God. According to this theory the Jews and 

the Gentiles remain eternally distinct, the Jews being the people of God, and the Gentiles being 

the church of God. Perhaps we shall have opportunity to consider this theory more fully in the 

future when we arrive at that period of history where it was first taught. For the time being let a 

few versus from Scripture be quoted to show that this theory is in error. On the last day of 

Pentecost Peter addressed this New Testament church and said, “For the promise is unto you and 

to your children and all that afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call”. To the New 

Testament church and its children Peter declares that the promises of the Old Testament church 

are one and the same. Paul writes in Ephesians 2:11, 22 that they who are Gentiles are become 

“fellow citizens with the saints and of the household of God. . . . built upon the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets”. From these passages it will be plain that God considers all the elect from 

paradise to the Parousia, that is, the coming of Christ, as His Church. 

 Our reason for beginning this department with these introductory words is, in the second 

place, the fact that we are striving to remember in writing this department that it is written for 

youth especially. This means that each year another group of young men and women attain to 

that age when they are admitted into Young People’s Societies and become readers of our paper. 

That also these may get off to a proper start and begin this series of essays on early church 

history from the proper viewpoint, we deemed these few words advisable. 

 There is another matter we would also like to pen down now before we begin to treat the 

matter of church history you will find and therefore expect to find in these articles, that it always 

centers around the doctrine of the Church. On the day of Pentecost the Church received the Spirit 

and saw the truth of Christ and His atonement. However, from that time onward two things 

happened. False doctrines, lies, crept into the church and through the ages had their influence 

upon the history of the church. We will follow the course of these heresies in as far as is 

necessary for the correct view of the church and the truth. The second thing that happened was 

that the church, partly spurred on by the appearance of these false doctrines, developed the truth. 



Seeking to maintain it and to overthrow the lie, the church studies God’s Word more diligently 

and by the Spirit it was led to see the truth more clearly and richly than before. Thus from the 

day of Pentecost to this present time the church has progressed in the development of doctrine. 

This development of doctrine is inseparably connected with and belongs to the history of the 

church. A church whose doctrine has no development and history has no history worth 

considering.  

 In the second place you will find that church history centers around men who 

manufactured these false doctrines and other men whom the Spirit led to maintain and develop 

the truth. In the Scriptures you find the history of the church centered around such men as Adam, 

Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Peter and Paul to mention only a few. In principle of course it 

centers around Christ Who is its head and then through Him around those He ordains and places 

at the head of or in prominent places in his church in the world. So, too, in the history of the 

church after Pentecost we can expect to find men in the church whose lives and works we must 

consider in connection with the history of the church. 

 At the same time there are also to be found men whom the devil uses to try to overthrow 

the church by causing it to believe the lie. This, of course, is all according to God’s eternal 

counsel and for the sake of His church, and must be viewed in that light. 

 In this department we hope to consider together the lives and works of these men around 

whom the history of the church centers, both those Christ uses to develop and maintain the truth 

and those the devil stirred up to teach and spread false doctrines. 
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