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HOW WE DID IT! 

 The Young People’s Federation Convention of 1945 is now a thing of the past, but not to 

be forgotten. It was indeed an honor and a privilege to serve you as the Host Committee and 

Host Society to our Fifth Annual Convention.  

 We, as committee, started meeting shortly after the 1944 Convention. We continued to 

meet all through the winter on the same evening that our Catechism class met. This summer we 

met just about every week. But it was fun! 

 With our first few meetings, we had Rev. L. Vermeer as our president. In February he 

received the call of our sister congregation in Pella and he accepted it. Meanwhile, we as 

committee met regularly with Alice A. Van Baren as our president. In May, Rev. M. Schipper 

heeded the call to come over and help us and the Lord has richly blessed him and us together. 

 The committee members still remember the evening we had our group picture taken at 

the photographers. It was scheduled for 8:30 p.m. However, seven of the committee were sitting 

on the edge of their chairs because two boys didn’t show up. Finally at 9:15 they came marching 

in. (They say they had good reasons). 

 One of our worries was how and where we would lodge all the delegates and visitors, but 

also this worry was needless because we found enough room. 

 We were surprised and happy to see Manhattan and Iowa so well represented and also the 

large group from our churches in Michigan. 

 As we look back, we can see how time flies. Coming from far and near, we spent those 

two days as Christian young men and women and fellow servants of Jesus Christ. Therefore, 

young people–“Remember thy Creator in the days of thy Youth”. 

 We want to thank everyone for the splendid cooperation, good behavior and interest 

shown in all that took place at the Convention. Also we wish to thank our Speakers, our Ladies’ 

Society, and last but not least, our congregation in Oak Lawn. 

 Next year Hudsonville will have the needless worry, the excitement, and the fun we had 

in planning the 1945 Convention. So in closing–May the Lord bless us and keep us, and may we 

heed the exhortation of the Word of God: “Be ye steadfast, always abounding in the work of the 

Lord.” 

The Host Committee 

Willametta Van Baren 

 

FROM THE MINUTES 

 The convention commenced on the morning of August 29 with registration and 

assignment of lodging at the South Holland church. The afternoon session was called to order at 

2 o-clock by Mr. James Howerzyl, president of the Federation. After the opening prayer and 



reading from Scripture various matters of business were attended to. The delegation consisted of 

persons from the Young People’s Societies at Creston, Fuller Ave., Fourth, Holland, Hope, 

Hudsonville, Kalamazoo, Manhattan, Oak Lawn, Pella, and South Holland. The secretary and 

treasurer’s reports were read and approved. The secretary gave a report of the activities of the 

executive board during the past season. 4
th

 Young People’s Society was accepted as the newest 

member of the Federation. 

 The following board members were re-elected into office: - Vice President, Edward J. 

Knott, Treasurer, Melvin Engelsma, Vice-Secretary Treasurer, Wilma Pastoor. Rev. B. Kok was 

elected as our new advisor. The meeting was closed with prayer by Rev. B. Kok. 

 At night an inspirational mass meeting was conducted at the First Chr. Ref. Church at 

South Holland at which Rev. H. Hoeksema gave the address. The meeting was opened with 

prayer by Rev. B. Kok. The Girls Glee Club favored us with musical selections and the audience 

joined in singing various inspirational Psalter numbers. Mr. Howerzyl introduced the speaker of 

the evening and extended a word of welcome to the audience. Rev. Heys closed the meeting. 

 On the morning of August 30 the delegates and visitors enjoyed a bus excursion to 

Chicago along the Outer Drive. We stopped at the Aquarium and at the Museum of Science and 

Industry. Our afternoon session was opened with prayer by Rev. W. Hofman, who also read a 

portion of Scripture. It was decided that the Executive Board should act as a committee to revise 

the constitution. Our speaker, Rev. Gritter, spoke on the topic “Steadfastness and the Truth”. A 

discussion followed this address and Rev. De Jong closed the meeting with prayer. 

 The banquet was held at the Christian School at Lansing, Ill. A very delicious chicken 

dinner was enjoyed by a large group of our young people. A program followed the banquet, at 

which the Girl’s Glee Club sang, two girls favored us with a duet, and Rev. L. Vermeer spoke on 

the topic, “Steadfastness and the World”. Rev. M. Schipper was toastmaster for the occasion. We 

closed two enjoyable convention days with the singing of our theme song “My Steadfast Heart, 

O Lord”, and Rev. H. Hoeksema offered the closing prayer. 
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