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“Everyone does it!" You've probably heard it. You've probably said it. The argument 

"everyone does it" is quickly perceived by young people as a silver bullet with parents and often 

persuades the hesitant to join the crowd. The argument packs a powerful punch that will knock 

the naive flat and leave them wondering what happened. 

Wherein lies the power of this apparently simple argument? Why is it so persuasive? Is it 

because of its impeccable logic? Not at all. The argument itself is very weak. The argument 

derives its force from our sinful nature, it is deceptive, thrives on pride and should never be used 

by the child of God. It is the cheap-shot of the spiritual coward. 

At the heart of the argument "everybody does it" is the idea that right and wrong is 

determined by man's majority vote, and not by God. Since everybody thinks it is all right to do 

something, then it must be all right for me. Many who use the argument, however, acknowledge 

that God alone determines what is right or wrong. How then can the argument possibly work for 

the confessing Christian? We need only say "I don't care what everybody does, God says 'no' and 

therefore neither I nor you may do it." Yet we use the argument, and the evil of it seems to work 

even better with the modifications necessary to make it work for the confessing Christian. 

When we use the argument with parents or within our own heart we need to qualify the 

"everyone." They are not, of course, literally everyone in the whole world. They are a select 

group: the people we admire and respect. They are those whose approval and friendship we seek. 

They may be a shady bunch whose bad points are for the moment well hidden. They may very 

well be a respectable group in the church. Whomever they may be, they constitute a group of 

which you want to be a part. You believe that you belong with them and ought to do what they 

do. 

The argument that we use, then, is this: Good people are doing it, therefore it must be 

good for me to do. We see then, that the more godly the group appears, the more powerful the 

argument becomes in our thinking. Sincere Christians are doing it, therefore it must be good for 

me. Kids whose parents go to our church are doing it, therefore it must be all right for me. 

Protestant Reformed people are doing it, therefore it must be good for me. I am a Christian, I 

desire good Christian friends, and these friends which I myself have determined to be Christians 

feel it is all right to do it, it must be all right. These people are Christians, they live according to 

the right and wrong determined by God, they must be right. How can you or I condemn what 

they ALL believe is right? 

Now then, if these honorable "everyone" want to do something that I, you, your parents, 

or church does not feel comfortable with, is it not clear that I, you, your parents, and the church 

are not seeing it properly or just plain wrong? Can't we trust their judgment? Are they not 

governed by the same principles we are? They have no disagreements among themselves. They 

must be right. It is ridiculous for me not to go along with them. 

I trust that you see the logical weakness of this argument. We must understand that even 

those whom we trust and admire can not be the sole standard for right or wrong; for even our 

best works are as filthy rags. We must never lose sight of God's Word which is the only standard 

of right and wrong. You must never do things just because others do it. If you feel 

uncomfortable, it is because you feel guilty before God on the basis of His Word living in your 

heart. If you try to quiet these thoughts with the idea that everybody does it, then you sin against 



your own conscience. Instead of listening to "everybody" you must go to the Word of God. What 

does God say? Your friends in the Lord will be glad to listen to God with you. 

The false logic is easily overlooked, however, because the argument immediately stirs up 

sinful pride by threatening it. Satan used the same tactic when he approached Eve and said "hath 

God said?" Did God really say it? Do you really think that is wrong? Does it not look good in 

your eyes? Everybody does it, so do you really think it is wrong? If you really do think it is 

wrong, you know everyone will think you are a bit silly. You don't want to look silly, do you? 

The argument "everybody does it" puts you on the spot. One's pride is deliberately put at stake. 

Either you cave in to save your pride and sin against your conscience, or you stand fast on your 

convictions rooted in God's word and risk wounding your pride. Pride blows smoke into your 

eyes so you can't see the truth. If you use the argument, then you are putting your parents, peers, 

or fellow member in the church in a position where he or she will either look foolish in the eyes 

of men, or sin against his own conscience. This must never be done within the body of believers. 

The argument is the ultimate cheap-shot of spiritual cowards. 

Instead of using the argument "everyone does it" we must be ready to listen to the 

struggle one may have with doing what you want to do. If we know our parents will object, then 

we ought to take seriously their wisdom and discuss the problem. If we discover that a peer or 

fellow member of the church objects, we must resolve the problem together on the basis of 

Scripture. We ought to seek friends who respect our spiritual life, and we ought to be friends who 

are willing to listen. 

Do not fall when confronted with the argument "everyone does it." Stand firm. Don't 

listen to the argument and think you have to believe that "everyone" is doing it in good 

conscience. Don't let the smoke blind your vision. If you listen, you will fall, just like Adam and 

Eve. Let the argument stir up righteous anger against the "everyone." Be bold to state your 

objections. Make them answer for what they want to do. You can and must do this by faith. Fear 

your God. Cling to Him and refuse to let go in order to rescue your pride. Pray for the strength to 

honor God with boldness.  
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