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We often speak of the boys in the armed forces as being in service. 

Everything about them, their dress, training and manner of life, indicates that they are 

enrolled among those who have been called to serve their country in this present crisis. And of 

course, the boys themselves know this better than anyone else. I’m sure that there is hardly a 

moment that they could forget that they are in service; they are reminded of it all the time. And 

those of the boys who are, or have been, at the front have really learned by firsthand experience 

what it means to be in the service. 

True service means sacrifice. 

Not only is there the sacrifice involved in leaving their homes and loved ones, as well as 

the many comforts which they enjoyed in civilian life but there is also a greater sacrifice 

demanded of them. They are, if need be, ready to give their lives. They may not consider 

themselves or selfish interests. They are in service for others and for those others they must be 

willing to die. 

True service means obedience. 

We are all aware of the fact that the armed forces exercise strict discipline. They demand 

obedience even to the minutest detail and every infringement of the rules and regulations meets 

with swift punishment. The men in service must at all cost learn to obey promptly. It is not for 

them to question the orders that they receive, it is for them but to obey. And no matter what the 

circumstances may be, yes, even when it is evident that they are marching into the “valley of 

death”, orders are orders and they must be obedient to the authority over them. 

Now we are all no doubt aware of these things. 

We should however also realize that these things are not to be limited to the service in the 

armed forces. This applies to all service, no matter what kind it may be. It stands to reason that it 

does not apply to the same extent in every kind of service, nevertheless the principle holds. 

This is especially true of the Christian’s service to God. 

As children of God we are always in service. The very fact that God has called us to be 

His children in the midst of a world that lies in darkness and the service of sin implies that we are 

very really in service to Him Who has called us. The Christian is therefore always a soldier, 

however, in the spiritual sense of the word. The battle which we are called to fight is a spiritual 

battle. It is a battle against the sin that is still in us as well as in the forces of darkness. It is a 

battle in which we are our own enemy because of the flesh. But the battle is not to be fought with 

an arm of flesh or with carnal means. Scripture tells us that we must have the armor of God and 

our weapon must be the sword of the Spirit. 

And we must fight that good fight all the time. 

Whether we be soldier, sailor or civilian makes no difference as far as this spiritual battle 

is concerned. Our men in the service must, therefore always remember that they are first of all in 

service to God. And we, who are called civilians. must remember that also, no matter what our 

earthly vocation may be. 

First and always in the service of the Lord! 

And if our service is to be a true service, it must be characterized by sacrifice and 

obedience. 

Obedience! Yes, but the obedience of love! 



Our obedience shall not be one of coercion, nor from fear of punishment, but of love and 

holy devotion. Any other obedience is external and cannot be pleasing to our heavenly Father. 

Men may be satisfied with an external conformity to certain rules and regulations, but to the 

Lord that is an abomination. Always therefore we must pray, “Teach me Lord that I may do.” 

For not he that says, “Lord, Lord”, but he who does the will of God, shall enter the kingdom of 

heaven. 

And sacrifice! 

Willing sacrifice! For we must be willing to forsake all to take up our cross and follow 

our Lord in the way of Golgotha. We shall not consider our lives dear to us, yea, we shall count 

all things but loss for Christ’s sake that we may be found in Him. 

Christian service-men and women! 

Happy in true service of the King! 
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