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Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Dear Friends, 

It is not my purpose to create a feeling of homesickness within your hearts by this 

writing, for I know full well that there is within the hearts of each one of you this longing for 

home and friends. Much depends on how strong these home ties are. For the most of you, there 

are your parents and many, no doubt, have sweethearts at home whom you long to see once 

again. Others there are who have left wives and children and in this case the longing for home 

becomes even stronger because of the established home of your own which you for the time 

being were forced to leave. 

  In all this I would like to lead you away from the sadness and loneliness this longing for 

home creates, but direct your thoughts from this very thing and lead you to a higher and better 

understanding of the home that all God’s children long for and shall one day share and of which 

these present homes are but a weak symbol or type. 

For many of you boys the homes you have left have gained a new value in your hearts by 

your absence from them. We all know how we all become accustomed to good things and take 

them for granted. You perhaps remember the arguments with brothers and sisters and even the 

strong discussions which sometimes arose with mother and dad as to whether a certain thing was 

right or wrong—these all come back to our minds with greater force. 

May your thoughts ever turn to the home that is prepared for us by God, for it is to this 

home that is the final longing and desire of God's children. It may well be that the trials through 

which you are now passing are God’s means to center your hearts and thoughts upon that house 

of many mansions that the Lord Jesus Christ spoke of in John 14:2. Oh, I know that you still 

have your youthful ambitions in regard to this life, and that is well, but let us remember that all 

our efforts in themselves are vain. If only we keep before us the thought that after all we are 

strangers and sojourners, and with Abraham, we are looking for a city that has foundations, 

whose builder and maker God is, then we will not cling to the crumbling elements of this world 

but in all things praise our God. 

What a comfort it is to know that when our earthly homes fail us, the eternal home 

remains our portion. It is certain that this earthly home must erelong fail and we must understand 

that we are after all strangers in a strange land. 

May you be found diligent in the service of our nation, doing the duties, to which you are 

assigned as good soldiers of our country and may the fear of the Lord be kept alive in your hearts 

through, the grace that has been given you…  
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