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It is not necessary to become out and out wicked in order to forget God! 

Just live your natural life: do just what you like to do, and you will forget the Fountain of 

your life. 

But God sayeth: Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days 

come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them! 

Remember Him! 

Its contrast is to forget God: how inexpressibly awful! 

You forget God when your heart is full of the cheer of youth and youthful endeavor. 

Then you remember much. You have your youth and its youthful body and soul. There is the 

cheer of a heart full of fun and pleasure. The context speaks of the days of your youth when your 

companion is a heart full of cheer. That cheery heart is full of the ways of thine heart and the 

sight of thine eyes. It speaks of the evil of thy flesh and of a youth that is vain. 

Who does not know it?! 

Youth is the time of strength and power. It’s fun just to be alive. We have a marvelously 

good time. There is the thrill of living every morning. Youth seeks youth and we will have our 

pleasure together! The day of tomorrow shall be like this no, greater, fuller, more joyous! There 

is time galore! Let us eat, drink and be merry. Time enough later on in life to become serious. 

Let us laugh and jump and frolic as the day is long! Hurrah! We are young! 

No, we do not begrudge the young their youth, nor the children of the church their 

springtime of life. To the very contrary: we love to look at them and we smile when we listen to 

their characteristic speech. 

But in all your fun, young people, do not forget your God! 

When you are young and walk in the ways of your heart and in the sight of your eyes, do 

not forget to think on God. Ponder on the ways of God, read of Him, speak of Him and live Him. 

That is worth your while. 

What does it imply when you remember God? 

This in general it means that He occupies the throne of your heart. He rules there where 

your life begins. You remember God when He becomes the Judge of all the issues of your life 

your thoughts and meditations, your longings and yearnings, your plans and endeavors. All you 

see and hear enters that heart and you lay it down before His scrutinizing eyes. You take life as 

you see it and do as king Hezekiah of olden times: you lay life before the throne of God, in your 

heart, and say, See Lord, and hear. This is what I see and hear in the world. What is Thine 

opinion and judgment? 

No, it does not mean that you become like old men and women. Far from it! Youth is 

different from us and.it must be. A young man that speaks and thinks and lives like an old man 

or like an old woman is a monstrosity. Instinctively I shrink from them. Do not trust them either. 

But you do all those things enumerated above characterized by the youthful exuberance of your 

childlike existence. God loves to listen to the voice of youth. 

In particular, to remember God means that you learn to listen. There are older persons 

around you. They know more than you do. They have lived. Learn to listen to them: parents, first 

of all. Take time off to listen to grandpa. Or is he in the home for the aged? Unless that was the 

only way out, such procedure is a curse of God. I can conceive that in some exceptional cases 



grandpa and grandma go to such a place, but as a rule they should have a place in the home of 

their, children, the best place. They are the voice, of God in your home. God speaks to us in our 

youth first of all through father and mother, through grandpa and grandma. Before you have 

learned to read you hear the voice of your Father in heaven through your forbearers. Listen to 

those voices. No one in this whole wide world loves you like they do. 

Second, learn to read. Take time out to read the Book, then which there is none to 

compare. Only in the measure you have read the Book of God will you in later life know the God 

of your salvation. If you will heed God’s voice: Remember Me! you must read the Bible. That is 

fundamental to all the fear of God. Piety is wrapped up in reading and meditating on the sweet 

strain of God’s song of Himself. 

Third, learn to worship. Do you know the unutterable sweetness of sitting down in the 

place where the saints gather? Do you like to go to church? You do? Then you are a boy or girl 

that remembers God. Oh, I can understand David when he sang: A day in Thy courts is better 

than a thousand. I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents 

of wickedness! The job of church-janitor ought to be at a premium! The Solomon song, the 

words of life, the companionship of those that fear Jehovah, the outpouring of our hearts in 

confession and worship: how adorable! Learn to worship, my son! 

Fourth, learn to work. Be sure and produce. Here is the field of the catechism, the 

societies of every kind. Make melody and music, write your essay and like it, attend always and 

be blessed forever! 

Remember now your Creator! 

You will grow in grace, you will lay the foundation for later joy, you will experience that 

piety in youth is comely, right and advantageous. 

Some of you, doing so by the grace of God, will be ministers in the House of God. Others 

will come to the mind of God’s consistory when they struggle to find duos for elder and deacon. 

As for the girls: piety in youth makes for God-fearing mothers like Hannah, Leah, Ruth 

and Mary, the mother of Jesus. 

Remember Him now! 

When angels see you in such endeavor they sing their song of gladness. When you 

remember Him at the foot of the Cross, they ascend to heaven singing as they go. 

It's still true today as in the days of that Stranger of Galilee: More joy in heaven because 

of one repentant sinner than because of the queer ninety and nine that need no repentance. 

Remember God! It is heaven on earth. 
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