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First it was a war of defense; then it was “V for victory”; after that they began to speak of 

post-war plans. And now it is: preparing for peace. 

Of course, we all realize that this is a part of the great war propaganda machinery that has 

been set in motion. Never before 1 in all the history of this world has propaganda played such an 

important role in a war. The press, but especially the radio, serve this purpose very well. On 

the one hand, every attempt is made to confuse the enemy and to keep him in a state of suspense 

and anxiety, while on the other hand, our own soldiers anti civilians must be kept enthusiastically 

behind the war effort. 

And so, they speak of peace long before the final battle is won. as if the day and hour are 

already within sight. Whether that peace is anywhere as near as they would have us think, is not 

nearly so certain. We do know that there was talk of preparing for peace even before the long 

awaited European invasion was begun. How long the European phase of the war will last is still 

difficult to predict. And that still leaves the war in the Pacific, which is but barely begun, at least 

if we consider that it is but a small part of the conquered territory has been reclaimed from the 

hands of the formidable foe in the East. 

All of which makes a talk, of peace sound like wishful thinking. Not one of us would not 

be glad to see the day when this bloody combat conies to an end and our boys can return home 

again, but that does not mean that we should allow ourselves to be swept away with false hopes 

which can hardly be supported by plain facts. 

Then there is the question of what kind of peace we can anticipate. The impression is so 

easily left that this war will mark the end of all war, so that now surely we are heading for a 

lasting peace on earth with good-will among men. Many in the church even dream of a period of 

spiritual awakening in the world and of outward expansion and prosperity for the Church of 

Jesus Christ after the war. 

This is certain, we have the very sure Word of prophecy which informs us that wars and 

rumors of wars, and famines and pestilences in divers places are but the beginning of sorrows. 

There may be occasional “breathing spells” between the visitations of God, but we do know that 

God is visiting the world with His judgments, and that these judgments increase in severity' as 

time goes on. We see it now before our eyes at this very moment, for never has the world 

witnessed such an international upheaval as at the present time. Whatever the outcome may be, 

we know that we shall not return to pre-war conditions. Things will never be the same as before 

the war. But if the nations do succeed in establishing some sort of peace by uniting under one 

banner to strive for a common cause, the Church may well regard this as the beginning of her 

great tribulation. 

Already the confusion of Babel is beginning to disappear, since all the various “-isms” of 

the world begin to speak a common language which a God-less, Christ-less world well 

understands. Let us by all means be sober! Let no man deceive you, especially not by a language 

that satisfies all our carnal desires. 

Let us by all means prepare for peace, and do it now. 

But let us prepare by holding to the faith entrusted to us by the fathers. Now, if ever, we 

must walk the narrow way of God’s commandments with the Word of God as the only lamp 

before our feet and light upon our pathway. 
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