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Every Christian will confess that it takes a continual struggle to put his Christianity into 

effect. This is undoubtedly due to the fact that the things which are seen always seem to 

contradict our faith. Moreover, we are earthly and natural. It is not so much a lack of knowledge 

that makes it difficult to walk in the way of the Lord; it is rather a failure on our part to practice 

and put into effect through the power of faith those things which are necessary to walk in the 

way of the Lord. Although we may sometimes plead ignorance, we usually do so more for an 

excuse than for anything else. It is very difficult to know the way of the Lord. After all, the Lord 

has adequately revealed His way in His Word. He has revealed to us what He requires of us. And 

we sometimes know that only too well. In fact, if only we didn’t know so well what the Lord 

required of us, it would often times be far easier to do what we please. 

What does the Lord require of us? 

To live by faith! 

That sounds very simple, doesn’t it? It surely isn’t difficult to understand what this 

means. Our difficulty is rather to practice that. 'For to live by faith means that we close our eyes 

to the things that are seen in as far as they contradict the things which God has revealed in His 

Word and then blindly follow in the way of the Lord, believing that God will realize unto us His 

promises. It means that we believe that we have nothing to fear but are always perfectly safe. 

Moreover, the difficulty arises when the things which are seen contradict that faith and seem to 

say that the way of faith is all wrong or unnecessary. As long as the way of faith does not lead 

through any testing ground, as long as things seem to line up in favor of the way of faith or do 

not require any particular sacrifice on our part, we find but little difficulty in assuring ourselves 

that we are Christians and that we really do trust in the Lord. But let the time of testing come 

when all things seem to testify against the advisability of doing what the Lord requires in the 

way of faith and we immediately find it extremely difficult to simply blindly follow the highway 

signs of faith, believing that the way in which we are required to walk will really lead to a good 

end. 

What’s the matter? Don’t we dare to trust the Lord? Don’t we really believe that He is 

God and therefore Almighty and All-Wise? No, I don’t believe that the trouble is to be sought 

there. We know all that and we tell ourselves over and over again that we believe that. And 1 am 

sure that we would very emphatically defend our faith over against anyone who would dare to 

contend that we are not safe in the hand of God. 

From whence then does this difficulty come? 

It comes from our flesh! 

We do not like to blindly follow the instructions of the Lord even when we know that we 

shall always be perfectly safe in doing so. We want to know! We are not satisfied even when we 

know that the ultimate end of our way will be glory forever. We want to know the end of each 

mile of that way. We want to see in the things that are seen that the end of that particular mile 

which we are traveling is desirable. We are always valuating things in the light of earthly profit 

and loss instead of the heavenly and eternal gain which we shall reap. 

It is highly essential that we realize even in the days of our youth that the way of the Lord 

in which we walk by faith is not the way of our own choosing according to the flesh. The way of 

the Christian is hardly ever compatible with the way of our earthly and carnal desires. It happens 



sometimes that it requires no great effort to walk in the way of the Lord for the simple reason 

that the Lord does not demand anything of us that makes that way difficult. But there are also 

times in the life of the church or in the life of the individual Christian when to walk in the way of 

faith very definitely requires that we strangle the impulses and desires of the flesh and 

close our eyes to the things which are seen and simply cast ourselves wholly upon the Lord. 

There are times in which we say, “It seems all wrong or unnecessary” and nevertheless must 

comply with the demands of the Lord, even to the extent of arousing the hatred of the world. 

And what shall we say then? 

There is but one thing to say when we live by faith. We say, “I don’t know. But I also 

need not know. God knows! And that, is sufficient!” 

Then I can blindly follow. 

Then I need not fear for I am forever safe. 

“God knows and all is well!” 
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