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Grand Rapids, May 2, 1944  

Dear Fellows: 

Spring is in the land. 

And springtime is beautiful. Trees and shrubs are swelling and bursting out with new life. 

A delicate green, like a pretty lace, fringes the woods. Birds are calling and preparing to build 

their nests. In garden plot and on the farm man is planting and sowing the seed in the hope of an 

abundant harvest. A new hope seems to fill the breast of all the groaning creation. 

There is, no doubt, a special meaning in springtime. Does not Scripture tell us that the 

seed that falls in the earth and dies to live again in a new form is a sign of the resurrection? 

And may we not be reminded, then, when the earth renews its appearance in spring, of 

the promise of God to His people: “Behold. I make all things new?” 

I preached on those words last Sunday. They are taken, as you know, from Rev. 21:5. 

The entire chapter is beautiful, and its contents are always appealing to the hope of the believer, 

for it speaks of the realization, the final fulfillment of the promise of God, the new creation, the 

new Jerusalem, and the tabernacle of God that will then be with men. But in vss. 5, the emphasis 

falls on the certainty of these things. God shall make all things new! There will be a new heavens 

and a new earth, new creatures, new relations, new life and joy, the center and head of which will 

be Christ, and the idea of which will be the perfect fellowship with God. And there will be no 

more sin, death, sorrow, crying, war. bloodshed and destruction. All will be peace! And 

righteousness shall dwell forever in that new creation! 

Does it not look a far cry from our present world to that new creation? And is it not 

difficult often, as we are in this world, to lay hold on this promise of God and rejoice in it even 

now? And yet, this is what we need. In the midst of the battle, the spiritual battle, which we are 

called to fight in this world, we must look forward in hope to the final realization of the promise 

of God: “Behold. I make all things new.” 

Well, that is the reason why John is instructed to write: “These words are faithful and 

true.” God’s promise is real. It is dependable. Even though to us, in the midst of this terrible 

world, it may seem as if that new world of God’s promise is very unreal and remote, God’s word 

is faithful and true. It will surely be realized. It cannot fail. For God sitteth on the throne. He 

rules. He is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. Of Him and unto Him, but also 

through Him are all things. 

May your trust be in that God, and your hope, in the midst of troubles and temptations, be 

fixed on His sure promise! 

Rev. H. Hoeksema 
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