
Letters From Our Boys 
Various 

 

 

Banana River, Florida 

Dear Friends: 

I have been receiving your “Beacon Lights” regularly and enjoy reading it. I have been 

hopping around the country quite a bit of late and they have been following me right along. 

I wish to thank you one and all for sending it, and hoping the rest of the fellows get as 

much enjoyment and benefit out of it as I do. 

Your friend,  

Henry Wiersma. 

 

* * * * * * 

 

San Francisco, Calif. 

I am still receiving my Beacon Light; very promptly, and at this time wish to thank all 

those who make it possible, for me to get this booklet. 1 certainly enjoy reading it. 

I would like to tell you more about myself as to what I am doing, but I am certain it 

would never go by the censor, so I find it necessary to close at this time. 

Remaining as ever your friend and brother in Christ, 

W. B. Bruinsma Sl/c 

 

* * * * * * 

 

San Francisco, Calif. 

Dear Friends: 

I will take the opportunity at this time, to write the letter which I have so long neglected 

to do. Hoping you will understand the circumstances which confront the man in service, 

especially when over-sea’s. 

I have been in this one particular part of the South Pacific for quite some time, and have 

been kept busy from the very first day upon arrival, working seven days a week and ten hours 

per day, giving us very little time to ourselves to keep up with our correspondence. 

However I always manage to find time to read God’s Word, as well as my Beacon Lights 

and Standard Beaver. I am indeed grateful to our God for all these things. 

 

* * * * * * 

 

Camp Gruber, Oklahoma.  

Dear “Beacon Lights” friends: 

I have been like an ink blotter — soaking up every Beacon Lights issue and not 

contributing anything. Needless to say we enjoy every issue. I say “we” for my wife is here at 

my side — that is now and then. We have however been able to spend most of our weekends 

together — truly a blessed privilege. The sin and corruption are truly appalling! To get away for 

a few hours and to worship on the Sabbath together is truly a great blessing. How vain and empty 

is man apart from God's grace. One would think that men preparing for battle where death is a 



very real possibility would be somewhat sobered. The very reverse seems to be true. In fact they 

very plainly show that they want to forget the spiritual things. After a week-end on pass they vie 

with one another to see who can recount the vilest experiences! In the midst of all this it is truly a 

burden for a child of God to walk. 

But it is often in these very situations that God’s Word shines forth the brightest and 

tastes the sweetest. Truly the men in the service need the prayers of all the saints — for the 

temptations and pit-falls are many. The monthly arrival of Beacon Lights is a bright spot in these 

surroundings and strengthens the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love. 

We wish you the Lord’s blessing in your work — it fills our definite need in these dark 

and worrisome days, 

With Christian greetings, 

 Pvt. A. Voss. 

 

* * * * * * 

 

Aleutian Islands 

Dear Friends: 

I really am ashamed of myself for not writing sooner and letting you know how much I 

enjoy receiving and reading Beacon Lights. The lighthouse on the cover reminds me of the times 

we have seen its powerful beacon shining out to us on this boat to guide it safely on its way. I 

feel the same when I receive the Beacon Lights. It gladdens my heart to read a Christian paper 

and learn more about God’s Word. 

Church-going for us aboard is rather a tough situation. We are on the go most of the time 

and do not always get a chance to attend divine services. I have gone to some and although it is a 

feeling of joy and gladness to be in a Christian atmosphere, the preachings are a far cry from our 

own. Most of the chaplains are just young ministers just out of Seminary and they give a 

discussion instead of a sermon. How I long for a real sermon once again. 

I have been fortunate in having a buddy from nearby Kalamazoo a member of the 

Reformed Church. Being Christians it is already seen we have a lot in common. We have our 

own Bible reading when we cannot get to church. 

Well, I shall close for now because being the cook I have a meal to prepare. May one 

pray that God be with all who are separated from their homes and loved ones. 

Cpl. Fred Schaafsma.  

 

* * * * * * 

 

San Marcos, Texas. 

April 10, 1944 

Dear Friends: 

I’ve been getting the Beacon Lights for some time now but never have helped the cause 

along. 

I do enjoy reading Beacon Lights, in the little spare time I get. So, keep up the good 

work. 

I’m enclosing $2.00 to show my appreciation. 

Sincerely, 

John De Vries 
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