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Utterly amazing was that first announcement: “Christ is Risen”. 

No one expected it. True it is that Jesus has plainly spoken to His disciples of the fact that 

He would be delivered into the hands of sinners to be crucified, that He would die and that He 

would arise again on the third day. But they were still such “fools and slow of heart to 

understand” since they still anticipated an earthly kingdom which He would establish. But He 

had died. Their minds were filled with confusion, they still held to their faith that He was the 

Christ, the Son of the living God. Now their confusion is only aggravated by the report that He is 

risen. 

No one had seen the resurrection. There had been eye-witnesses present when Jesus 

raised others from the dead. James and John could vouch for the fact that He had raised the 

daughter of Jairus. The disciples had been present when the young man of Nain and Lazarus 

were raised. But no one had seen Jesus come forth out of the grave. No one knew just when He 

had risen. An angel had come down and rolled the stone away with the touch of his hand, putting 

the guards to flight. They had no other testimony than the vacated tomb and the word of the 

angel. 

No one ever heard of such a thing. They had heard of others being raised from the dead: 

had even seen it happen before their very eyes. But until now no one had ever heard of a dead 

man actually rising in his own power from the dead. 

No one could give a satisfactory account of it. The rumor made its rounds that His body 

had been stolen. That was the report spread by the soldiers. That was the first confused account 

of Mary Magdalene, later to be corrected by herself. But eliminating this rumor, and holding to 

the report that He was risen, where was He? If He was risen, why did He not walk the streets of 

Jerusalem, or why had He not come to seek His refuge by His disciples? Why was it that He 

suddenly made His appearance to some of them, and equally suddenly disappeared again out of 

their sight? Why could no one give a satisfactory account of how He looked? And why had He 

forbidden Mary to touch Him? 

“He is Risen!” A spark of hope flares up in the hearts of the disciples. Yet it is all so 

utterly amazing. 

Which makes it so absolutely certain. 

Unbelief can only deny the resurrection by ignoring all the facts of the case. 

The fact is, that no human hand rolled away the stone from the grave. The first eye-

witness found the grave opened, the grave clothes undisturbed, the tomb zealously guarded from 

intruders by heavenly emissaries. 

Again, the fact is that the angels at the tomb announce to those who seek Jesus, that He is 

not there, but is risen from the dead. They invite them to enter and to see with their own eyes the 

place where the Lord had made His resurrection. 

Another fact is, that He appeared to His followers, not once but repeatedly, when they 

were far from expecting it. He showed them that He was risen in the same body in which He had 

died. He convinced them that this body was, nevertheless, changed, for He was no more of the 

earth earthy. 

These facts must be accepted in simple, true faith, or otherwise must be deliberately 

denied in unbelief. For these, too, belong to the things that no eye hath seen, no ear hath heard, 



and never entered into the heart of man: the things which God reveals unto those who fear Him. 

Let unbelief say that the body was stolen: it can never prove its contention. Again, let it 

say that Pie arose only in the hearts and minds of His disciples. The facts are against it. 

By faith we say, with the Word of God as our support: The Lord is risen indeed! 

Glorious resurrection. 

He arose. The Son of God Who came into the likeness of our sinful flesh went through 

death and the grave to arise again on the third day. By that resurrection He is powerfully proven 

to be the Son of God. 

God raised Him up. As a divine seal on His accomplished work on the cross, God raised 

Him from the dead to take Him into heavenly glory. 

He appeared in a new body. Ho received a perfect body out of death. He arose in a 

heavenly- body. He now possesses a glorious body before the face of the Father. 

The dawn of the new Day has come. The first fruit of those who sleep in the Lord is 

gathered in. We shall be like Him when He returns with the clouds of heaven. 

Death is swallowed up in victory. 

Hallelujah! He is Risen! 
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