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In response to the article placed in the Open Forum in our March issue regarding the 

Convention and also as a result of the action taken by the Federation Board in presenting a plan 

for voting for new board members without a convention, many letters were received from 

various societies and are published in the Open Forum in this issue. 

In 1939 our Federation was organized and held its first convention in South Holland, IL. 

In 1940 Fuller Ave. acted as Host Society and our convention delegates enjoyed a brief stay in 

Grand Rapids. In 1941 Oak Lawn invited us to be its guests at our third annual convention. Our 

conventions were wonderful! They served their purpose—binding our hearts together in 

Christian love and fellowship! 

But in 1942 we were all disappointed. Plans were in the making for a convention at 

Roosevelt Park. But things had changed. Our country was at war, and as Rev. Hanko wrote in his 

editorial in the Oct. 1942 issue of Beacon Lights, “It would have been foolhardy to shut our eyes 

to the reality of things.” The Host Society informed the Board of its desire to call off the 

convention and the Board made its decision. This was not done, however, without careful 

consideration. All societies were contacted. Two of our western societies replied that they 

definitely were not coming, one Michigan Society wrote that they were doubtful and several 

societies failed to respond at all. If at that time, the Board had received the encouraging letters it 

now received, we would, no doubt, have had a convention in ’42. 

But many questions still remain. Our two Illinois societies and most of our Michigan 

societies have responded favorably to plans for a convention, but will Iowa be there? And 

Manhattan? And then, too, will everyone that can come, be present? Will everyone be willing to 

give up other, less important pleasures in order to attend this— our Fourth Convention? 

The Federation Board meets again next week. And you may be sure that your Board 

Members will carry out the desires of the Societies represented in our Federation! 

 

* * * * * * 

 

The article entitled “Reformation in Randolph” which appeared in the previous issue of 

Beacon Lights was written by Mrs. Peter Taminga better known to Grand Rapids people as Hilda 

Wiersma. Through error the author’s name was omitted when the article was published. 

 

* * * * * * 

 

Pella- 

The matter of having a convention this summer was brought before our Society. In our 

opinion it would be alright to go ahead and have a convention for those who can come, but with 

traveling conditions as they are now, making it almost impossible for some of our outlying 

Societies to attend, we would suggest having the costs of the convention assessed only to the 

Societies able to attend. 

We do not know as yet if we would be able to attend. We would have to see how 

traveling conditions are at that time. But if it is at all possible, we'll be there as we have always 

found our conventions worthwhile. 



With Christian Greetings. 

Y. P. S.—Pella, Iowa. 

 

Kalamazoo- 

As secretary of our Y. P. S., I am reporting that we have discussed the matter of voting 

for Federation officers. However, inasmuch as our society is very much interested in the 

possibilities of having a convention this year, we have not yet cast our votes. 

All members of our society are very much in favor of a convention this year and are 

whole-heartedly in agreement with the opinion voiced in Open Forum in the March Issue of 

Beacon Lights. We are sure that a couple days of Christian fellowship in the way of a convention 

would be of great benefit to all and that all efforts set forth in that behalf would be richly 

rewarded. We hope that plans for a convention can be worked out. 

With Christian Love, 

Y. P. S.—Kalamazoo, Mich. 

 

Holland- 

At our last Y. P. S. meeting, the matter of having a convention was discussed and it was 

decided that our Society is very much in favor of having a convention this year. 

Sincerely yours, 

Y. P. S.—Holland, Mich. 

 

South Holland- 

At our Young People’s Society meeting of last Sunday evening, we discussed the letter 

we received from the board and the proxy ballot. Our Society debated as to whether we could 

conscientiously vote as we are requested to do. Not because we are against voting for new board 

members, but because we consider it to be a poor and wrong basis for voting by proxy. We have 

a constitutional way, adopted by all our societies, to vote for a Board. That constitutional way 

prescribes a convention of delegates per year. We do not believe that even advisors have a right 

to advise acting contrary to the constitution. We believe further that our Federation should have 

convened during the past two years. We believe it is and was possible. The Chr. Ref. Societies 

and Young People meet in regional conventions, and have done so even last fall. The worldly 

federations and unions and clubs meet regularly, and their members come from all over the USA. 

If they can meet regularly, so can we. So, our Society passed the following: 

Be it decided to express our disapproval of the action of our Federation Board in 

canceling our annual convention. 

Fraternally yours, 

Y. P. S.—South Holland, Ill. 

 

Oaklawn— 

We, the Y. P. S. of Oak Lawn, Illinois, have decided that we should have a convention 

this year! 

Sincerely yours, 

Y. P. S.—Oak Lawn, Ill. 

 

Hope- 

Concerning the matter of a convention our society decided at our last meeting to advise 



the board to hold a convention. 

Sincerely yours, 

Y. P. S.—Hope, Mich. 
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