
To Our Boys in Service 
Rev Herman Hoeksema 

 

 

Grand Rapids 

 April 3, 1944  

Dear Fellows: 

 

In a few days from the date of this writing it will be Easter. 

Of all the names that are given to the Christian holidays, I like Easter least of all. 

Christmas, Good Friday, Ascension Day, Pentecost—they all express some Christian meaning. 

And among them all the name Easter sounds strange, incongruous, absurd, heathenish. No 

wonder one can speak of “Easter eggs” just as well as of “Easter joy”. . . . 

Don’t tell me that the name occurs in the Bible, for it shouldn’t. It is true that in our 

Authorized Version it occurs once (Acts 12:4), but there it should have been translated Passover, 

as happily it was rendered in the Revised Version. 

Why not call it Resurrection-Day, or The Lord’s Day, or Victory-Day? 

Yes, indeed, Victory-Day would be very suitable. And it may be well for us in these days, 

especially also for you fellows in our armed forces, to think of it in that light. 

Not, you understand, as if this Victory Day has anything in common with the present 

world conflict, or with the boasting of the mighty of this world that they shall gain the victory 

over their enemies by an arm of flesh, by means of guns and tanks and bombers. The victory of 

the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ marked, indeed, the end of a very serious and terrible 

conflict. But it was a battle diametrically different from the wars of this world. Christ fought the 

battle, not against flesh and blood, neither for carnal and worldly ends, for power and 

aggrandizement, or even for everlasting peace and prosperity in this world, but for the 

righteousness of God, and against the powers of darkness, to overcome the devil, sin, and death, 

and to establish His own eternal kingdom of perfect peace and everlasting glory. He fought the 

battle, and He won. His victory is complete. Sin is blotted out. Death is swallowed up in victory. 

Eternal righteousness is established. And His resurrection is God’s testimony from heaven to the 

fact that He won the battle, and that He, and that, too, at the head of His people, as the Captain of 

their salvation, the Author and Finisher of their faith, is worthy to enter into the glory of 

immortality, eternal life. And by faith we enter into His victory, and have righteousness and 

eternal life in Him. . . . 

Of course, when most of you read this letter, “Easter” is already a thing of the past. But 

the victory we have in Christ is sure and everlasting. It never will be a thing of the past. No 

power of the world can ever disannul it. or take it away from us. May you fellows with us 

continuously celebrate this abiding Victory Day! 

Be assured of our constant remembrance of you all in our prayers. 

 

As ever your friend,  

Rev. H. Hoeksema. 
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