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Space did not permit in last month’s Beacon Lights to develop the idea brought forth that 

our world is getting smaller and that consequently those two signs of the coming of Christ, 

namely, the spreading of the Gospel to the four corners of the earth and the rise of the 

Antichristian world empire, are closer to their realization. A few additional remarks can be made 

now before we consider the more specific current events. 

As was stated in last month’s Beacon Lights, places formerly inaccessible to missionaries 

and others are now made accessible thru the use of the airplane. This in turn serves both the rise 

of the coming antichristian kingdom and the spreading of the Gospel. Yet I wonder if our 

soldiers, sailors and marines as they are fighting this war and hacking their way thru jungles, 

making highways to the interior of the islands of the sea, and as they lay new roads thru the 

desert wastes and over mountain ranges, realize the role they are playing in the fulfillment of 

God’s counsel. God is certainly using them to prepare the way for the preaching of the Gospel to 

the heathen tribes which formerly could not be approached. Perhaps we may expect a brief 

period of fruitful foreign missionary activity after this war during which God’s chosen people in 

distant lands shall be called out of the darkness into God’s marvelous light. On the other hand, 

this war itself, apart from the roads and inventions that are achieved thru it, is bringing the 

nations closer together and thus paving the way for the realization of that worldwide antichristian 

kingdom. When we look at this war in that light, especially when we as soldiers, sailors and 

marines who are fighting this war and as loved ones of these soldiers, sailors and marines 

consider what we and they are doing in that light, we can understand somewhat more clearly 

why we must be separated from our loved ones and lay down our lives in this bloody, cruel war. 

It all seems so useless and such a waste of life and material. But we know that God never does 

anything that is foolish or not necessary for the realization of His counsel. The unbeliever will 

mock and say, “So, you believe that a God of lore leads you into all this misery and woe?” The 

believer answers, “Yes, He loves His people, and wills that every one of His own, even though 

they live on the far corners of the earth, may come to the light and believe in His Son, He is 

using me in this war to realize the spreading of the Gospel to these objects of His love. He loves 

me, too, I am convinced, and in that love He will send His Son in the last days to usher in a 

glorious kingdom for me. He is using me in this war to prepare the way for the rise of the 

antichristian kingdom which must needs come, according to His counsel, before His Son can 

come to judge the quick and the dead and restore all things.” Considered in that light there is 

something glorious in serving in the armed forces of our land, for it is serving God and the 

realization of His counsel and thus the welfare of Zion. 

 

Germany Awaits the Invasion 

From all appearances Germany is deliberately weakening the eastern front to prepare for the 

expected invasion from the west. The Russian army is at this writing well over seventy-five 

miles inside the old Polish border and is knocking at the door of Rumania with its cannon fire. 

Yet the Germans are holding tenaciously to the ruins of the Italian city of Cassino. With us it is 

still street to street fighting although the whole town of Cassino has been demolished in a 

bombing attack. The Russians on the other hand seem to have the Germans in desperate flight. Is 

it because the Russians are such superior fighters while our soldiers are no match for the 



Germans? That might be the answer were it not for a few other considerations. The fact that we 

are fighting in mountainous country while the eastern portion of Russia and the western portions 

of Poland and Rumania are more open country should be taken into consideration. Besides Hitler 

may be convinced that he can hurl our invasion back into the sea. At that he may be right and 

have good reasons. He realized himself that he could not cross over into England and therefore 

he never tried it. He may be recalling his troops from the eastern front and making one supreme 

gamble for victory by massing all the men he can spare in the west to hurl the invasion back. 

That may be the reason for Russia’s recent amazing successes. Having hurled us back Hitler 

perhaps figures that then he can turn his attention to Russia and even sue for an armistice. 

 

What Is a Neutral Nation? 

An interesting development of recent days was the refusal of Ireland to expel Axis 

diplomats in that country. Ireland has chosen to play the role of a neutral nation taking sides with 

neither the Allies nor the Axis. As such it has become a pipeline for information to the Axis. 

Axis spies under the name of “Diplomats” gather there to discover what they can of our invasion 

preparations. The lives of many of our loved ones may depend upon this action of Ireland, for if 

Germany knows the day and hour and exact spot we have chosen for the invasion, her 

preparation for the onslaught can be the greater and more thorough. Naturally we favor the 

expulsion of these spies. But do we have the right to demand this? Are we not by this demand 

trying to force Ireland to become our ally? Are we then respecting her neutrality? From Ireland’s 

side there is another angle to consider. By expelling these Axis agents, the lives of many 

American and English soldiers will be spared, but by not expelling them the lives of many 

German soldiers will be spared. As a neutral nation, Ireland must feel for the loved ones and the 

life of the Axis as well as those of the Allies. 

Of course, we would be more than pleased to have Ireland drive out these German and 

Japanese spies, but may we demand this of Ireland? May we enforce economic sanctions upon 

her? You may say. “Let Ireland expel all foreign diplomats, Allied and Axis, both, and that will 

make it fair.” But are we not morally obliged first of all to recall all our spies in neutral Turkey 

and in Spain and Portugal? We think nothing of making use of neutral nations to spy on the 

enemy. Is it right then to call a nation unneutral when the enemies spies have the advantage due 

to no fault of that nation? What is a neutral nation? And can Ireland help it if, due to her 

geographical position, she is more profitable to the Axis’ diplomats than to the Allied diplomats 

in her land? Other neutral countries due to their geographical position are more profitable to us, 

and unless we would approve of Germany’s demand that they expel our diplomats we have no 

right to apply economic sanctions to Ireland no matter how much we desire to have these Axis 

diplomats expelled. 
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