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Sometime previous to the year of 1933, a Protestant Reformed Church was organized in 

Los Angeles, California. 

Soon after that there were also people in Bellflower and vicinity who were dissatisfied 

with the doctrine as preached in the Christian Reformed Church. However, the distance to Los 

Angeles made this impractical for dairy folk. An attempt was made to rent a building somewhere 

between Bellflower and Los Angeles, but this failed to materialize as some families still would 

have to travel too far. 

Shortly after that an attempt was made to organize a church in Bellflower. Rev. 

Hoeksema was asked to come and lecture and preach for us. This attempt at organization failed, 

however, because of lack of support. 

However, the few families in Bellflower did not lose their zeal. Meetings were still held 

during the week in the rear of a church in Bellflower and the pastors then at Los Angeles 

preached for us. This was kept up until the year 1935. We had the privilege to hear the following 

ministers: Revs. Veldman, H. Kuiper and A. Cammenga. 

In the year 1935 Rev. Hoeksema was again asked to come and lecture and preach for us. 

Another attempt was made to organize and this time it was successful. Nine families joined 

together to form a new church. 

An old building on Bellflower Blvd. was rented and we held our services there. 

If I remember correctly our first call for our own pastor was successful in the person of 

Rev. A. Petter at that time a candidate. This all gave us new courage and grateful hearts. 

We held our services in this building for a year or more, although we realized it was very 

unsuitable with its old floors, low-ceiling, and old leaky gas heater. I am sure when Rev. Petter 

reads this it will revive old memories. 

At last an opportunity presented itself in which we could rent a Seventh Day Adventist 

Church, a very commodious building and certainly a palace compared to what we had been used 

to. Again, we were grateful. We rented this building for $30.00 a month and used the building 

for our services on Sunday. Although we were allowed to use it two evenings of the week we 

found it more convenient to meet in the parsonage for the weekly meetings and catechism 

classes. 

In 1939 our beloved pastor, Rev. Petter, received a call from Oskaloosa, Iowa, which he 

felt duty bound to accept. Our hearts were saddened but it was the Lord's will that we should 

have a name and place among the Protestant Reformed Churches. 

Before the Rev. Petter had left us a call was already extended to Candidate Doezema who 

accepted and came to us in December of the same year. Again we gave thanks to our Lord who 

gave us another shepherd in so short a time. 

All this time we had been renting a home for our pastor and we considered that in the 

long run it would be cheaper to build our own parsonage. This materialized the following year. 

Two large lots were purchased on the corner of Monterey and Grand on the outskirts of 

Bellflower the corner lot being reserved for a church building possibly in the future. And the 

Lord also gave us success in this undertaking so that we now have our own Church building and 

parsonage. Had we not done so at the time it would not have been possible today on account of 

war restrictions. 

Numerically we have not grown much, but a fine spirit of unity prevails. Societies are 



well attended and a constant desire is shown to increase in the knowledge of the Word of God by 

the larger part of the congregation. The Lord give us His grace that not only in these times but 

also in days of adversity we may persevere unto the end that no one take our crown. 
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