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I read with interest and approval the letter of Jim Van Weelden in our March Beacon 

Lights, in which he suggests that a Convention of our Young People’s Societies be held this year. 

And yet, while I appreciate the spirit in which Mr. Van Weelden makes his proposal, it seems to 

me that we should look at this matter not alone from an ideal but also from a practical point of 

view. 

I agree with him, that a convention is desirable, but only if it be a convention. By this I 

mean that having a mass meeting, or a meeting of delegates from Michigan and Illinois, without 

our western members being represented, would not be a convention, neither should we call it 

such. Nor would a meeting of this kind, erroneously called a convention, be fair to our sister 

societies in Pella, Oskaloosa, and Manhattan; societies which joined our Federation, in spite of 

the desire of the League of Western Young People’s Societies to Federate as an Eastern and 

Western League. 

This convention, then, must be a convention representing all of our societies, at which all 

have an equal representation and at which all have an equal voice in the deliberations. It follows 

also, therefore, that, in spite of the present emergency, an equal opportunity must be given to all 

our societies to send delegates to this convention. This means, in effect, that the convention must 

expect to pay the traveling expenses of the delegates from the various societies, even though 

these expenses may be much larger than in former years when these trips could be made by 

automobile. 

Assuming then that the delegates from Chicago could come by automobile and that those 

from Pella, Oskaloosa and Manhattan would come by bus, which is far cheaper than by train, the 

cost for traveling alone would be at least $315.00. which together with the other necessary 

expenses would make the average assessment per society at least $30.00, assuming, of course, 

that all the societies whether present or not would yet assume their share of the assessment. 

The question, as to whether or not, due to present conditions, our young people would be 

able to take the time to come, I purposely omit for I feel confident that each society can find at 

least four members who can do so. 

It is not my purpose in this letter to discourage a convention, but to place the facts before 

our societies in order that with the facts before them they may be able to judge intelligently of 

the facts, to assume the financial burden and to make the 1944 convention a success. 
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