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Dear Fellows, 

 

Lenten Season! 

The season when the Church of Christ in the world is accustomed to concentrate her 

attention in a special manner upon the sufferings of our Lord and Redeemer, and His death on 

the accursed tree. 

One cannot help making a comparison for a moment between His suffering and the 

suffering man endures in and on account of this war. And one is tempted to make this 

comparison especially because in some circles these two kinds of suffering are often placed on a 

par. Just as Christ died for us, so a man is willing to lay down his life for his country! Just as 

Christ died to make us free, so man fights and is willing to die for freedom! 

But how absurd is such a comparison, no matter from what aspect you look at it. 

How absolutely alone stands Christ in His suffering! And how strictly incomparable it is! 

He did, indeed, lay down His life, willingly, voluntarily, out of love to the Father and love to His 

own; man's life is always taken from him, even though He should willingly enlist in the armed 

forces of his country to fight in its behalf. Christ died without even an attempt to save His life. 

No man took it from Him, but He laid it down of Himself, and even refused the help of those that 

were willing to fight for Him. If man dies for his country, he does so only after he has fought and 

tried to keep his life to the bitter end. Christ died with a prayer for His own that were still His 

enemies on His lips. Man tries to make the enemy pay for his life as dearly as possible. Our Lord 

died, not for the things of the world, but for the salvation of His people, and unto the realization 

of a kingdom that is not of this world; man fights and dies for the world, and for the things that 

are in the world.  

May you, too, wherever you are, contemplate in true faith the suffering and death of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, and His glorious resurrection! May it be the ground of your faith, your 

righteousness, your life. And may it be the only source of your comfort in these days of sore 

trouble according to the flesh! For in that faith, you may have peace no matter what betide. 

Looking upon our Christ, crucified and raised, we know that God was in Him reconciling us unto 

Himself, that He is for us, that He always was, and always will be for us, that His mercy is from 

everlasting to everlasting upon those that fear Him. And if God be for us, who shall be against 

us? Shall He, Who spared not His own Son, but gave Him up for us all, not freely give us all 

things with Him? 

May the God of our salvation keep and bless you!  

Rev. H. Hoeksema 
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