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We always knew that the Common Grace Bridge was not safe for travel. 

When the Synod of the Christian Reformed Churches in 1924 hastily strung this trestle on 

the well-known “three points” in order to bridge the gap between the church and the world, they 

issued the warning: Danger, go Slow! 

The bridge had been constructed from such vague blue prints, and was strung in such a 

hurry, that the builders were instructed to continue laboring on it in order to improve its 

construction. An order which was quite well ignored, for the bridge was immediately opener for 

traffic. 

The Synod even felt constrained to warn its wayfarers not to go the full length of it, for it 

would certainly lead them to wordly-mindedness and world-conformity. Anyone can still find 

these warnings in the Acts of the Synod. And the subsequent history has proven that those who 

have a “broadminded”view of “common grace” have already reached a. point where they are 

ready to defend such worldly amusements as the movie and the like. 

But now the editor of the Banner has issued a new warning concerning this bridge in the 

form: Danger, proceed at your own risk! 

He informs his readers that this bridge is treacherous because it is so extremely narrow. 

Evidently it has never been furnished with guard-rails. Anyone who walks on this bridge must 

keep well to the center and maintain his equilibrium. If you are inclined.to lay emphasis on the 

truth of God’s sovereign election and predestination, you are sure to fall off from the right side of 

the bridge. And if you have a tendency toward the Arminian theory of man’s free will, if you 

take delight in singing songs of Jesus knocking at the door of man’s heart and not being able to 

enter because the latch is on the inside, you are in danger of falling off. But you will fall from the 

left side. Essentially it must make very little difference whether you fall off on the right side or 

on the left. For in either case, it seems, you will drop into the chasm below, either to be crushed 

against the rocks or swept along with the rushing current into the whirlpool of unbelief. 

But to keep on the bridge you must be able to straddle the mysterious black line of 

Sovereign-Grace—free-will along the center of the lane. On the one hand, you must maintain 

that salvation is only for the elect, for whom Christ atoned on the cross, and who are drawn by 

the irresistible work of God’s grace in their hearts. On the other hand, you must maintain that 

God wills that all men should be saved, that the sufficiency of the cross makes salvation possible 

for all men, and that God freely offers His salvation to all with the intention that all should 

accept and be saved. Yet in doing this you must always be sure to keep your balance perfectly, 

neither inclining toward the right nor to the left, for the bridge is narrow. 

That makes the journey along this man-made bridge as perilous as walking a tight-rope 

across the raging torrents of the Niagara. If you side-step you are lost. 

 Many are already slipping off on the left side. What the outcome must be is not hard to 

predict.  

We do well not to commit ourselves to the dangers of the narrow bridge, but to remain 

firmly founded on the immoveable rock of the Word of God, maintaining the truth of His 

sovereign grace. 

The warning should read: Danger, keep off! 
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