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Outline XX 

THE GREAT PERSECUTION IN JERUSALEM 

Acts 8:1-4 

 

Its Chief Instigator 

1.  While there was a prayer on the lips of the dying Stephen in behalf of his malefactors, Saul, a 

young theological student of professor Gamaliel, is consenting unto his death. Saul is here 

introduced:  

a)  Not because he is the focus point of interest in this chapter. So little is this the case that it 

is hardly worthy of refutation. This is evident not only from the entire plan and purpose of 

the books of Acts (see Outline I), but also from a close and careful study of this chapter, 

b)  He is here merely introduced to show why at this time a great persecution suddenly broke 

loose against the church of God in Jerusalem. 

2.  Saul does not merely subjectively fume against the cause of Christ, but he actively persecutes 

her. He is a man of action. All the energy of his being is put into it. Such a man as he is can get 

things accomplished. But why?  

a) He has a great zeal for the law. The same zeal as that of the Libertines who resisted 

Stephen,  

b)  And he is going to do something about it. This “heresy" of the sect of the Nazarenes must 

be wiped out. Compare what we read of this in Acts 9:1-3, 14, 21; 22:4-6, 8, 19. 20; 26:9-11. 

Also, I Cor. 15:9; I Tim. 1:11-15; Phil. 3:4-7. 

 

Its Seeming Success.  

1.  As is always the case the church has no counter sword power. Here is the key-power of the 

Word of God. Powerfully this key had been wielded by the apostles. We might see this in our 

former outlines. But as soon as the key-power has thru the “sword of division” excommunicated 

Israel according to the flesh, the latter in turn uses the worldly sword-power against the believers 

instead of for their protection. Such is history. And in this they always have a measure of 

success. For notice:  

a)  Success is a term that is always employed by unbelievers. They do not speak of blessing,  

b)  Success need not take God, His law, His kingdom, His favor into the picture. But 

blessing places one in the holy place before the Ark of the Testimony. To be sure none can 

escape this Holy Place of God’s justice, for those who are not blessed out of the temple they 

fall under its curse. For the latter is the opposite of blessing,  

c)  And whereas success is relative, one can speak of a measure of success, as long as the 

entire picture is not seen, when all the factors of God’s dealings with the sons of men are not 

closely observed. This is also the case here with the persecution of the church. Is such not the 

teaching of Rev. 12:13-18 which speaks of the dragon's persecution of the woman? But its 

success is only up to a certain limit determined by God. Rev. 20:l ff. But even this success 

vanished from the picture when we go into the sanctuary with Asaf in Ps 73:1-17. 



 2.  Even though the above is true, yet we observe the devastating results of this persecution in 

Jerusalem,  

a)  Suddenly the storm breaks loose. Those in power use it against the church. Men and 

women are ruthlessly thrown into prison for the faith of Jesus, 

 b)  “All” left Jerusalem for the surrounding parts in Judea and Samaria. It is hardly likely 

that this “all” must be taken in the literal sense. But none of the apostles leave the city of 

Jerusalem as yet. They know no fear. They await God’s direction! John 21:18, 19. 

 

Its Divine Blessedness.  

1.  As we have stated above, “blessing” is not to be identified with “success”. This does not 

mean that they are mutually exclusive necessarily. For in the sphere of God’s blessing there is 

real and true success. The gates of hell cannot prevail against the church. For all things work 

together for good to those who love God. Rom.8:28.  

a)  That this is the case also with persecution we have abundant testimony in the Scriptures. 

Compare Rom. 5:3-5 with II Cor. 4:7-18 and many other passages.  

b)  Did God not say to Abraham that He would bless those blessing Abraham and that He 

would curse those cursing this father of believers? And is also this persecution in Jerusalem 

not in the hand of the God of Abraham. 

2.  The fire of heaven sent into the church at Pentecost must spread. God has many means at His 

command. Not the least of these is the raging of the enemy,  

a)  Forsoothe the intention of the enemy was not to perform the work of God.  

b)  But God through the evil deeds of men, works His good work, the realization of His 

covenant and the fulfillment of all His promises. 

 

Questions: Does Scripture teach that God’s decree supersedes the will of man? Does this make 

God the “Author of sin”? What does Calvin teach on this point in his Institutes? See Book I, 

Chap. XVIII. Is this doctrine a great comfort for the believer? 

 

 

Outline XXI 

GOD’S WORD OF GRACE IN SAMARIA 

Acts 8:5-13 

 

Preached by Phillip, vss. 5, 6.  

1.  Phillip is one of the seven deacons. He is the only one mentioned by the book of Acts beside 

Stephen. The reason is undoubtedly the large place that he occupies as Evangelist. But what 

caused him to go to Samaria? We believe the following is worthy of notation:  

a) The great persecution had driven the saints out of Jerusalem, and had virtually made his 

labors as deacon there unnecessary,  

b)  Being an earnest deacon and a dispenser of the mercy of Christ, he must have felt that 

there was ample work for him in following the saints who had been dispersed.  

c)  He was also a man full of wisdom and the Spirit. Such a man also comforted the saints. 

And it is not improbable that the Holy Spirit directed him to preach in Samaria. Did He not 

direct Phillip to go to Gaza? vs. 20. Was this spreading of the Gospel not all under His 

direction? Think of what we read in Acts 16:6-10. 

2.  In Samaria he preaches Christ,  

a)  This is indeed epoch-making history in the covenant of God. Since the days of the 



deportation of the ten tribes, communication between Samaria and Judea had been non-

existent. But now Samaria will also flow to Zion's holy hill. And they shall serve God in 

spirit and in truth. John 4:10. 21-25. The fields are white. Not because the world is seeking 

for the Christ, but because it is true what was written: “I was found of them that sought me 

not.” Rom. 10:20: Is. 65:1.  

b)  For indeed the wheels of God's kingdom are not set in motion from below but from 

above. John 3:1-16. That is the power of God to salvation in the Son of God's love.  

c)  And this kingdom as revealed in the entire revelation of God in Christ Phillip preaches 

here in Samaria. It was water for the thirsty, balm for the wounds, beauty for ashes. Not 

worship on Samaria’s hill, neither in the earthly mount Zion, but in the kingdom of Christ. 

 

Confirmed by Signs and Wonders.  

1.  The signs here performed by Phillip are of great magnitude. Those who had infantile 

paralysis walked and the very demons obeyed Phillip and left their victims with great wailing. 

This was more than the cunning arts of magicians and sooth-sayers; it is indeed what is 

impossible with man and possible with God. 

2.  There is a reason for these wonders,  

a) Of this we are convinced when we studied of the great miracles performed by the 

apostles in Jerusalem. Acts 2:43; 5:12-16. 

 b)  Not only does Jesus point to the purpose of his miracles in John 7:22: 14:11, but Luke 

also tells us the general purpose of the signs in Acts 14:3, “Long time therefore abode they 

speaking boldly in the Lord, which gave testimony unto the Word of His grace, and granted 

signs and wonders to be done by their hand.”  

c)  Especially is this necessary here in the very stronghold of Satan where false signs and 

wonders are performed before a gullible and superstitious people. The God of the bunting 

bush will indeed put to nought the arts of Jannes and Jambres. Simon and all his sort must be 

overcome. The temple of God does not condone anyone to serve God otherwise than 

according to its own ordinances. When the lamp of Israel is set up in heathendom, the law 

also is present and makes its demands felt in all its depth and force! God is still a jealous 

God. His great power and grace must be highly honored alone! God must be served in spirit 

and in truth! For Christ did not come to destroy the law but to fulfill it! 

 

Liberating from Superstitious Unbelief.  

1.  What was this superstitious unbelief?  

a)  In a general way it can be affirmed that superstition is serving a god wholly contrary to 

the God of the Scriptures. It is the attempt of man, who has turned his back to God, being 

foolish in his understanding, and now attempting to find comfort, strength, solace in his own 

way. Rom. l:18ff. It is rooted in the need of man: in the dependency on God. In the deepest 

sense it is idolatry. It is not man seeking for the true God, but for the god of his own 

imagination,  

b)  Now in this city of Samaria this superstitious worship centered about the person of 

Simon. He said of himself to be some great one. He amazed the populace with his magical 

arts and deception. And they, the people, called him: The power of God, the great. This 

pretense the real Power of God unto salvation will break! Rom. 1:17. For this is a 

manifestation of the lie of Satan's temple. And this does not bring a man to liberty, but only 

places man more in the fetters of sin. 

2.  The truth as it is in Jesus (Eph. 4:21) will make free indeed. Free from sin and from the fear 



of guilt and damnation, and afford joy forevermore. That is the result here in Samaria. There was 

“great joy in this city”, vs. 8. This joy:  

a)  Must not be confused with the superficial, self-deceiving joy of the natural man. Neither 

a joy merely of a moment that must soon pass away.  

b)  But it must be understood to be:  

1)  Joy of the sanctuary, the joy of the feast of harvest, of the year of liberation, of the 

year of jubilee! It was a foretaste of heaven’s joy on earth.  

2)  It is the fruit of the Holy Spirit. Such it was here evidently, and such “joy” it is said to 

be in Gal. 5:22. A foretaste of Rev. 21:4: Is. 25:8, 36:10: 65:17-10, this was. 

 

Questions: What is the attitude of God toward magicians, sooth-savers, wizards etc.? Isa. 8:10-

22. Does this have significance for us today too? See Lord’s Day 35, Ques. 96. 

 

 

Outline XXII 

THE LAYING ON OF THE APOSTOLIC HANDS 

Acts 8:14-25 

 

The Occasion.  

1.  Word had reached Jerusalem that Samaria “had received the Word of God”. This news must 

have made a profound impression in that city—the desolate city where the Lord had been 

crucified. Rev. 11:8. The power of the cross was beginning to reveal itself as the fulfillment of 

the promise of God to Abraham, 

a)  Indeed, this must have afforded great joy also in that city, the church in Jerusalem and 

that in Samaria have a common joy in the fellowship of the Son. And had not the 

circumstances been dire. The church dispersed. Was it not a dark hour which causes the 

saints under the altar (Rev. 6:10, 11) to cry to the Lord Sabaoth? And now out of the blood 

and tears of the church is born the victory her cause!  

b)  Were the apostles not beginning to see the word of Christ which He had spoken to them 

at Mt. Olivet? Jerusalem, Samaria and unto the ends of the earth. . . . The red horse of 

persecution here had merely been the servant of the White Horse with its Rider. (Rev. 6: l-9). 

The kingdom was being restored to Israel in the way of the God who dwells in the sanctuary! 

Indeed, this is not an “everyday” matter that Samaria has received the word. Prophets and 

bards of old have longed to see it. 

2.  Peter and John are commissioned to leave Jerusalem and go to this new branch of the church. 

They are commissioned:  

a)  Not by the church. Such was the case when Paul and Barnabas left Antioch on their first 

missionary journey. Acts 13:1, 2.  

b) But they were sent by the apostles in Jerusalem. The work that was to be done there by 

these two delegates was a question touching their apostleship and the apostolicity of the 

church. To this latter we shall pay closer heed presently. 

 

The Reason for the Laying On of Hands.  

1.  The problem here in this passage:  

a)  Briefly stated, it is whether the church did not have the Holy Spirit in their hearts before 

Peter and John laid their hands on them.  

b)  The following answers have been given:  



1)  That of the Roman Catholics who say that this was a work of the conformation of the 

faith of the believers. And that this happened by the Holy Spirit who came through the 

laying on of hands. And thus, this was a special sacrament. Upon this the sacrament of 

confirmation by Rome is based.  

2)  That we have here an extraordinary case. The congregation believed, was baptized 

but had not yet received the Holy Spirit in their life. This is virtually the same as that of 

Rome only the 
“
Sacrament” is not included.  

3)  That the congregation had received the Holy- Spirit in its operation in regeneration, 

calling, conversion, sanctification, but that this branch of the church had not yet received 

special gifts of the Spirit, the so-called Charismatic Gifts. Under the latter we have such 

gifts as speaking of tongues, prophesying, etc. See I Cor. 12. We prefer this latter view. 

2.  We have spoken of the apostolicity of the church. What does this mean? It refers to the fact 

that the entire church in its doctrine and life must be and is built upon the foundation laid down 

by the apostles and prophets. Eph. 3:20. These were led into the truth by the Spirit of Christ,  

a)  Phillip could not ever remain in Samaria. After his departure others must teach the 

congregation. There were “prophets”. Their office was special and was dependent on that of 

the apostolate. And the Lord pointed these prophets and special gifts out through the Spirit in 

the apostolate.  

b)  Such had not yet happened when Peter and John arrived. How could it. The operation of 

the Spirit in regeneration they possessed, but not their own teachers, etc. 

 

The Sanctity of this Apostolic Authority.  

1.  Desecrated by Simon. He offered money to also have this power. What could have moved 

him to do this? We suggest the following:  

a)  Simon’s heart was not right in him. He is in the bond of iniquity. He had not truly 

repented. He must have looked at the “signs and powers” performed by Phillip as belonging 

to a higher order of the occult arts,  

b) It is quite probable that he made large sums of money with his feats of magical 

demonstrations and had had to pay money to learn those feats. That magicians made gain is 

evident from Acts 16:16. Beholding only the “laying on of hands” and not the power and 

authority of God in its holy and exalted character, he wishes also to buy this power. Indeed 

then he would be the master magician. 

2. Over against this Peter defends the sanctity of their authority by severely rebuking Simon. In 

doing so he applied to Simon three passages of Scripture from the O.T….Ps. 78:37; Deut. 29:19; 

Is. 58:6. Each of these passages should be studied in their context to see the severity of Peter's 

rebuke. 

 

Questions: In what way do Protestants and Catholics differ in their conception of the 

apostolicity of the church? Why is there today no speaking with tongues? What bearing does the 

established Canon of Scripture have on this matter? Have you ever carefully read Articles 2-7 of  

the Belgic Confession? What is “simony”? Is the question whether Simon was saved or not the 

important question here? 

 

 

Outline XXIII 

EUNUCHS AND STRANGERS ADMITTED INTO THE TEMPLE 

Acts 8:26-43 



 

The Mosaic Ordinances and the Eunuch. 

1. Who this particular Eunuch is in this passage. We are told the following:  

a)  As far as his office in life is concerned he is said to be “a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of 

great authority under Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was over all her treasure.” This 

office was possibly somewhat related to that of Joseph in the house of Potiphar.  

b) That he was a religious man, who served the God of Israel. He went to Jerusalem for to 

worship. He was interested in the hope of Israel. He was not an unbelieving man. He does not 

need to be rebuked, but he needs instruction in the truth as it is in Jesus. 

2. The Mosaic Ordinance and the Eunuch,  

a) In general it can be said that all eunuchs were barred from the temple. They were men 

unfit for marriage being unable to raise seed. As such they were “barren trees”. Confer Deut. 

23:1 and Matt. 19:11, 12. In the latter passage a distinction is made between three manner of 

eunuchs,  

b)  Reference is made to this Mosaic ordinance and its future abolition in Is. 56:3-7. That 

will be the day of better things, when the law of ordinances shall be abolished and the 

“middle-wall of partition" (Eph. 2:14) shall be broken down in the blood of Christ. For the 

eunuch’s place in the O.T. temple is no better than that of the “stranger”, be he ever so 

humble, pious, God-fearing, because he is a eunuch, he has no place in the temple,  

c)  Now this particular eunuch was also excluded from the temple by two walls. The wall 

barring strangers, the middle-wall of partition, and the wall excluding the eunuch. Indeed his 

plight, as one interested in the kingdom, was great. He met two gates in Jerusalem above 

which were written, “No Admittance”! Indeed the “first covenant” is not “faultless”; now the 

eunuch seeks for a second. Heb. 8:7. 

 

Isaiah 53 and the Mosaic Ordinances. 

1. Did not the prophets “search out what, time or the manner of the time. . . .the sufferings of 

the Christ and the glories that should follow them”? I Pet. 1:11. And in what chapter of the 

prophetic writings is this more strikingly brought out than in Is. 53? For notice:  

a)  That it is not mere chance that this Eunuch is reading in Is. 53:7. That was the Word 

written by the Spirit of the Christ. And the same Spirit of the glorious Christ now also sends 

Phillip to explain this Scripture to this seeking Eunuch. This is a marvelous work of God's 

harmony!  

b)  And in this “dark place” the day-star shall rise in the heart of this Eunuch and all the 

other Eunuchs and Strangers by giving heed to the prophetic Word. II Pet. 1:19. For in this 

passage the prophet (Is. 53:7) is speaking of the “Silent Obedience” of the Servant of 

Jehovah. Upon Him the Lord has laid the iniquity of us all. 

2. For through this obedience Christ has fulfilled the ordinances and has nailed the handwriting 

that was against us to the cross. Eph. 2:13 and Col. 2: 13, 14.  

a)  Nailed to the cross! All these ordinances of Eunuchs and Strangers,  

b)  The “No Admittance” sign torn down from the temple door. Is. 56:3-7 fulfilled! 

 

Salvations Universality Proclaimed.  

1. We may feel quite certain that the chief point in recording this event in Acts is not to show 

that a certain man was converted. The Eunuch is not the chief point of interest. He must serve as 

the “proof material” that the law of Eunuchs and Strangers is abolished in the “blood of Jesus”. 

Such is briefly the purpose of this passage. 



2. Behold water! What hindereth me to be baptized? There are no signs in the heavenly 

Jerusalem, in the congregation of the first-begotten, where the blood is that speaketh better things 

than Abel, that excludes me from the commonwealth of Israel and from the communion of God’s 

tabernacle! Nothing hindering me to be baptized! Oh, the joy of it! What marvel of beauteous 

grace in the suffering Servant! 

3. Both Jew and Gentile one in hope, joint-heirs of the same promise. Now this is proclaimed 

loud and clear as unto other generations it had not been made known. Eph. 3:1-13. Such is the 

Word of God not merely about this passage and the experience of this Eunuch but it is the Word 

of God in this event with us! If thou believest with all thine heart thou mayest. That was not true 

in the O.T. temple. But now it is blessed reality. The powers of heaven have been set in motion 

in Jesus and now the MYSTERY hid from the ages in God is unveiled! Christ the hope of 

glory—admitting Eunuchs and Strangers—such as we! 
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