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Have you ever had to go out at night and walk down some dark street or road? Have you 

ever been out when the night was so dark that you actually couldn’t see your hand when you held 

it up before you and therefore had to feel your way around? Or have you ever come home rather 

late and found the house dark so that you had to move very carefully not to stumble over 

something or bump into something as you felt for the light switch? If you have ever experienced 

anything like this you have some conception of just how horrible the darkness is and how it fills 

one with a feeling of uncertainty and danger. The darkness has a way of closing in about one and 

swallowing him up in its blackness. What a difference it makes then when one has a light with 

him. Even the small bright beam of a flashlight is very comforting to us. We feel much safer 

when we see the path exposed in the rays of that beam as it knifes its way through the thick 

darkness that clings to us. Naturally we prefer the daylight above anything else, but when it is 

necessary to walk at night we can be quite content if only we have a light to show us the path. 

That little light has the power to give us a sense of certainty and security. 

Now herein is an allegory. 

It is interesting to notice that Jesus repeatedly made use of allegory in His teaching. This 

explains the numerous parables which the Lord spoke. Have you ever noticed how time and 

again the Lord would make use of some earthly reality to express a heavenly, spiritual truth? The 

figures which the Lord employed are ah most too numerous to mention. No matter where Jesus 

might be. He always seemed to find something in nature that served as a picture of the heavenly 

or afforded an occasion for a sermon. Now we should do the same thing. Earthly things have 

been made by God in such a way that they are pictures of the heavenly. And we must learn to see 

the heavenly, spiritual realities that are pictorially portrayed in the natural realities that constantly 

surround us in our daily life. 

I believe we may safely say that the Psalmist also did this when he said, “Thy word is a lamp 

unto my feet and a light unto my path”. By these words he expresses in the first place, that the 

world in which he lives is from the spiritual point of view darkness. It is darkness because it has 

fallen away from the living God Who Alone is Light. It lies in the midst of sin and under the 

wrath of God. All its ways are ways of death and they go down to destruction. Now in that world 

of darkness the child of God is called to walk as a pilgrim and stranger; his life must, from the 

spiritual point of view, be the very opposite of that of the world and his way must be the way of 

life that leads to heaven above. And always he must walk in that way. He must be careful in 

order that he be not deceived and depart into some way of darkness that leads down to 

destruction. It is therefore highly essential for him that he have a light to show him that true way 

in which he must walk. He cannot possibly walk that way in darkness for that power of darkness 

will swallow him up. He needs a light. And that light the Psalmist has found in the Word of God. 

That is what he expresses in the second place when he says, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet 

and a light unto my path”. It is indeed a beautiful picture that the Psalmist holds before us. We 

see him as he walks at night with a candle held close to the ground directly before him. And in 

the light of that candle he chooses his path and plods onward, slowly but surely, until he finally 

reaches his destination. Spiritually that means that the child of God finds his way through the 

world in the light of the Word of God. That Word shows him the right path and warns him 

against the evil ways which are always crossing his path. It leads him in the right direction and 



finally it leads him home where he longs to be. And all the way it leads him safely. 

Are you consistently using that light, dear reader? 

It’s the only means there is to know the way of the Lord and only by searching God's 

Word and causing its light to shine before us can we walk in that way. Set your life with all its 

problems in the light of that Word and, doing so prayerfully, you will safely walk in the way that 

leads HOME! 
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