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Everyone has what we call a sense of responsibility. 

However, life teaches repeatedly that everyone does not have the same sense of 

responsibility. With some this sense is very keen, with others it is dull. And then again, some 

have a very acute sense of responsibility in respect to some things and are very broad-minded in 

respect to others. 

Take the case of John for example. 

John was a young man, I should judge somewhere between nineteen and twenty years of 

age. He was just an ordinary fellow, like almost any Christian young man. He had been reared in 

a Christian family in which he was the fourth of five children. From all indications father and 

mother were both sincere Christians and faithful members of their church. They had themselves 

been brought up in Christian homes and therefore were truly desirous that their children might 

grow up in the fear of the Lord. And, since they were conscious of the responsibility which the 

Lord had laid upon them with a view to their children, they had done everything that every 

normal Christian parents will do to see that his children are instructed in the things that pertain to 

God; Not only had they themselves instructed their children in the home but they had also sent 

them to the Christian school. They had seen to it that the children were faithful in their 

attendance of church and catechism classes; they had insisted that there be time to learn their 

lessons properly and were careful to know whether their children were prepared for their classes. 

They had moreover also endeavored to teach them what was right in a practical way and had 

warned them, upon every opportunity that presented itself, against every evil practice. And, like 

all Christian parents, they had not spared the rod in correcting their children when they had done 

the wrong. 

So you see, John had grown up like almost any other Christian young man. And now 

there was every reason to believe that he would continue in that way. He was not indifferent to 

the things he had learned: on the contrary, his interest in spiritual things was progressive. 

Although his knowledge was to a great extent simply doctrinal, he could nevertheless speak with 

assurance of the fact that he had a part in salvation through Jesus Christ. 

Well, John had been to catechism class and came home in a rather bad mood. It seems as 

though the minister had given the class a written test the week before and, having corrected the 

papers, had returned them that evening. Now John’s grade was not the highest in the class but 

that didn’t bother him. He felt that he had done his best. 

“But”, so he said to his parents, “I despise a cheater! Cheating is just as bad as stealing 

and everybody despises a thief.” The story behind this all was very simple. One of the fellows 

had received a perfect grade and he didn’t deserve it. John had seen the week before that this 

individual had copied the answers from his book which he had very neatly concealed in some 

way. And that wasn’t all, this fellow never knew his lessons. He always had his book out so he 

could glance at the answer. Surely, John knew that this fellow was actually the loser. But, even at 

that, he didn’t like the whole idea. “It’s crooked, that’s all! And this fellow ought to have a better 

sense of responsibility.” 

Entirely correct. We agree wholeheartedly with John. 

But that’s not the end of the story. For the next time we see John, we find him working at 

a certain place. Help is scarce and John knows it. So he is being paid a very good wage, maybe 



too good, and John will admit it. The boss has every right to expect that John will do his very 

best. And we expect that. But now we are disappointed. Oh yes, generally speaking John does a 

fairly good job. But his best? No! He gets away with a little something here and some other little 

thing there. It is evident that John is not thinking about his work: he’s thinking about Saturday 

night when he gets his check. And when that night comes he isn’t a bit backward about taking 

the money. 

Yes, we are disappointed. We thought that John had such a good sense of responsibility. 

But it seems as though John doesn’t realize that our responsibility in all things is not first or 

simply to man but to the Lord our God. For it is still true: “And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, 

as to the Lord, and not unto men.” 

“Cheating is just as bad as stealing,” John said. 

Well?!! 
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