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Priority—again and again we, who live in the world of today hear this term expressed, or 

see it appearing on the printed page. 

The present priorities which the government has laid on countless articles limits me on 

every hand. They even make it difficult for me to procure lumber to use for a temporary platform 

when a program is to be rendered in my church. 

Priority—just what does the term mean? Turning to my dictionary I am informed that a 

priority is the state of being first in rank, first in time or place. It is the first claim anyone may 

have upon something. 

My government lays the first claim upon most of the produce of this rich nation for the 

purpose of setting forth the war effort. Or, to put it in terms of an everyday expression: “to win 

the war.” My government has the right to do this for she has the authority. When she therefore 

considers her needs for different materials greater than mine, she places a priority rating upon the 

same. 

Speaking of priorities, I wonder, do we ever realize the tremendous significance of the 

great spiritual priority, or first claim, which God has placed upon His children? Suppose we 

think on that fact for a few moments. 

The first question which immediately comes up in my mind is: How do I know that God 

lays first claim upon all I possess and all which I undertake to do? If I would learn the priority 

ratings of my government, I would naturally go to the authorities at Washington, D.C. The same 

is true if I would learn of the claims which God makes upon me. I must have an authentic word 

from Him. I must learn from Him what He demands of me. He places within me the knowledge 

of His demands through His Spirit by means of His own Word concerning Himself, in respect to 

me. I must be careful to investigate only that Word, since no other source will do. 

Now what does that Word tell me concerning God and His demands in respect to me? It 

tells me that God’s demand is that I, as His creature, devote and dedicate all my time and all my 

talents to His service exclusively. I must understand clearly that He must receive first place in 

my life, for again and again His Word comes to me with the injunction: Me first. 

Why must God be first, and why must I spend all my strength and talents in His service? 

He is God. He is dependent upon nor subject to anyone. Beside Him there is found no one who is 

worthy to receive glory and honor, for He is the perfectly holy and righteous One. There is no 

one that can compare to Him in heaven or upon the earth. He is the source of all things and in 

Him we live and move and have our being. 

Now this Lord has created all things with a very definite purpose, namely: to glorify 

Himself. Even as our government is putting forth all its effort to become victorious in this war, 

so also God has created all things to serve the glory of His thrice holy name. And as far as God is 

concerned there will be no question of it whether or not He will realize His purpose with all 

things, for He is God. 

This fact therefore; that God lays first claim to all I possess and all I do, limits me on 

every hand. It means that I may not even for one single moment, serve myself. I may not serve 

man, but God, and God only. 

This demand of God coming to me reveals to me that I by nature have not the slightest 

desire to live unto Him, and dedicate my all to His service. I seek myself and give myself a 



priority rating of the very highest possible degree. 

By the grace of God, however, things take a tremendous change in my life and in the 

lives of other of God’s children. By that mighty grace of God we principally desire to conform to 

the priority of God’s claim, not because we are afraid of the consequences involved if we do not 

live solely unto Him, but because the light of God has been shed abroad in our hearts, which 

makes us henceforth sincerely willing to live unto Him. 

Notice, I stated that we principally desire to conform to the priority of God’s claim. We 

are often inclined to bend away from the way of God's good commandments in respect to us. Oh, 

if we only place ourselves before the definite question: How often do I place first things first in 

my life? We must arrive at the conclusion that we fall far short of our calling. Why do we go 

about our daily toils filled with zeal and enthusiasm perhaps? Is it because we are filled with zeal 

for God to do things with all our might? When we do different things, just why do we do them? 

For God’s sake. Perhaps we can find a hundred other more important things to do, than do what 

God demands. This is often true when we must prepare for a recitation in the catechism 

classroom; when we must contribute to a worthy cause, or the like. We ourselves know in which 

ways we fall short. 

Now what shall we do about it? Shall we bemoan this sad condition, and make up our 

minds things are once this way, and perhaps cannot be changed? You, dear reader, know as well 

as I do, that there are people, also in the realm of the church who always are attempting to break 

down, but you will never find them spending their efforts in building up. They always regret that 

certain conditions exist, but they will never make the slightest move to correct those faulty 

conditions. 

Let us, also as Protestant Reformed young people, not let this be said of us that we are 

always negative and never positive: breaking down, but never building up. On the contrary, let us 

try to overcome the inclination to not place first things first, and let us prayerfully resolve 

henceforth to try to realize our responsibilities to God. Let us be instructed in His Word, learning 

to know His claims in respect to us. Then, Pm sure, we will live more and more in harmony with 

our solemn calling to place God first in all that we do, and thus show forth the praises of Him 

who called us from darkness into His light. 
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