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The story begins in Kettleford, New Hampshire, in the year 1769. Whit Livingstone shyly 

courts Melissa Butler and before they take the marriage vow, goes up the Merrimac River to find 

a new place to live. Melissa waits for him three months, after which he comes back with the 

news that he has found the ideal spot to set up their home—at the foot of a high mountain which 

never ceases to be a source of wonder and inspiration for simple Whit Livingstone. They are 

married, and, not yet twenty years old, the young couple sets out in a canoe, in cold November. 

Melissa stays in a small settlement with some newly-found friends of Whit, while her husband 

goes eight miles away to build a log cabin with a stone chimney for his bride. Their life together 

is the life of pioneers—a life of hardship and toil, disappointments, and yet in it all a simple 

happiness and satisfaction in founding and maintaining for themselves and their children, a new 

home in a new country. 

Many novels have been written about the American pioneer, but few have the simple, 

homely touch of Cannon's story. The characters are very real, and their life is not too vivid and 

exciting, but seems real. The story does not have much plot, but merely relates the story of a 

section from the lives of pioneers. 

It is deplorable that this, as so many other novels contains some profane language. There 

is a notable lack of any religion or mention of it even by the preacher who marries Whit and 

Melissa and between them the subject arises only once, when they decide not to baptize their 

first baby because it seems superstitious. Whit seems to put some stock in Indian charms and if 

he has a god, he worships nature. 
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