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Grand Rapids, Nov. 23, 1943  

Dear Fellows: 

The other day I heard some speaker over the radio say that even though we could not get 

turkey for our Thanksgiving dinner, but perhaps had to eat chicken instead, we could still be 

thankful and celebrate the day! The statement evidently proceeded from the supposition that with 

some, at least, the difference between thanksgiving and grumbling is really the difference 

between turkey and chicken! 

Silly, don’t you think? 

I wonder whether there really are such people as this radio speaker was addressing, 

people who probably imagine that they are sacrificing a good deal, and are doing their part in the 

war effort, when they must substitute chicken for turkey: and who like silly children are moping 

and in need of a word of comfort and encouragement because they have to eat one delicacy 

instead of another! 

I was thinking of the boys that have been called from home, in the camps, overseas, on 

the battlefield, on the high seas, in the air. If here at home there are people that are dissatisfied, 

and cannot give thanks because they must feast on chicken instead of turkey, how impossible it 

must be to give thanks when one must spend the day in the jungles of New Guinea, or by making 

a bombing trip in a Flying Fortress! And how about the thousands that are starving in the 

occupied countries of Europe, or that are sighing and pining away in prisons or concentration 

camps? 

The principal error of such a statement as I referred to is, of course, that the abundance of 

material goods and worldly prosperity and enjoyment is the measure and ground of thanksgiving. 

Those who think so will never give thanks, even when “their eyes stand out with fatness,” for the 

simple reason that their joy is in the things of the world, not in God. On the other hand, if our joy 

is in the Lord, we can always give thanks. For then we are assured that He is the God of salvation 

Who loves us with an eternal and immutable love, Who revealed His great love to us in that 

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners, and Who will surely give unto us all good things 

with Him. Then turkey or chicken, or even turkey or a dry crust of bread cannot possibly have 

any influence upon our thanksgiving, for we know that whether the one or the other, our God 

gives it to us in His eternal love. Then the way may not be pleasant to the flesh, in fact, it may be 

a way of sorrow and suffering, but even that way is directed by His almighty hand, and we may 

be confident that in that way He leads us to eternal glory. And then the lovingkindness of our 

God is more to us than, life. And we give thanks, rejoicing in the God of our salvation. 

We pray that you may find it so, not only on Thanksgiving Day, but every day. 

 

As ever your friend,  

Rev. H. Hoeksema 
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