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There was a time when Christians could admonish one another in the spirit of true love. 

But it seems as though that isn’t possible anymore in the day and age in which we live. And that 

is not due so much to the fact that the Christian isn’t able or willing to admonish the other in the 

spirit of love but rather to the fact that most of us refuse to receive such admonition in the spirit 

in which it is given. Now, I admit that it is not always easy to give admonition in that spirit and 

that there is always a great danger of allowing some personal element to enter in so that our 

admonition loses its true character and becomes little more than a show of personal grievance 

because of hurt pride. There is also the danger of climbing upon the pedestal of our own lofty 

opinion of ourselves and assuming the “holier than thou” attitude, to then look down disdainfully 

upon him who is, according to our idea, of lesser virtue than ourselves. Such an attitude makes 

admonition practically impossible and certainly prevents the proper reception of it. Still we do 

not believe that that is the real reason for the abolition of this practice. I refuse to believe that the 

Christian is always prompted by some ulterior motive, as that which we have just mentioned. 

There are no doubt many times when he truly purposes only the correction and wellbeing of the 

one who is at fault. If love means anything at all, it certainly desires and seeks the welfare of its 

object. How extremely disappointing it is then to find that a well-meant admonition is not 

received. We are convinced that it is here that the source of all the trouble lies. As Christians we 

seem to find it extremely difficult to receive even the most well-meant admonition. What is the 

usual result? This, that the person who is admonished becomes angry and, to use a common 

expression, “flies off the handle” or “blows up”; he accuses you of “picking on him” or “sticking 

your nose in his business” and, in a desire for revenge and an attempt to heal his wounded pride 

and soothe his searing conscience, he retaliates by calling your attention to some abnormality, 

either actual or invented by him, which he magnifies as a terrible evil in your own life. And so, 

he politely, or impolitely, tells you to “mind your own business'’ and leave him alone. And the 

result is that the “I’m just as good as you are" attitude has spoiled the sweet admonition of love. 

You meant it well, yes, but he couldn’t receive it and you go home with the well-founded feeling 

that you have lost a friend. 

What a pity! 

What a shame on us as Christians! 

Is it any wonder that this sound practice of admonishing one another, to which Scripture 

exhorts us as children of God, is fast disappearing and even now is virtually extinct? Who wants 

to lose his friends? And so, instead of doing our Christian duty, we just keep still, even though 

we know that it isn’t right. And that is not good; not good for us as individuals, not good for the 

Church of Jesus Christ. The question arises whether we are justified in refraining from 

performing our duty in this respect just because of the unpleasant result it may have. The answer 

is self-evident. It is our Christian duty which we must exercise toward one another and we need 

not fear the result. The individual who becomes your enemy because you have told him the truth 

for his own good, is perhaps unworthy of your friendship and certainly proves that to be a fact if 

he does not change his attitude. And if your admonition was given in love, even though it may 

for a moment arouse the other’s ire, it will have its effect if he is truly a Christian and you will in 

the long run have praise from him. But is it not true that the one who admonishes often has some 

fault himself for which he should be admonished? Indeed, it is. And when we admonish we 



should be the first to acknowledge that. We must be ready not only to admonish but also to be 

admonished in return. That is for our good. And that is why the abolition of this practice is such 

a sad thing. For if we no more admonish the other for his welfare, we will no more be 

admonished for our welfare. Let us therefore, as Christians, revive this lost practice and let us 

begin now while we are young. Let us be ready not only to admonish but also willing to receive 

admonition in the spirit of love. It will bear positive fruit! 
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