
Acts 3:1- 4:31  

 Bible Study 
Rev George Lubbers 

 

 

Introductory remarks: 

A word about the relationship of Chapters 3 and 4 of Acts may be first, of all in place. To 

see the beauty of the Word of God in these chapters and the marvel of His doings it is necessary 

to read and reread these two chapters as belonging together. They are most closely interwoven. 

Because of the truth of the former paragraph, we found it no easy task to outline it. An 

attempt has been made ill these outlines to meet two requirements. The first one to divide it info 

such sections as were suggested by the text itself. The second requirement that we kept in mind 

was to have sufficient material for study and discussion in each outline for one meeting. In how 

far we have succeeded will depend to a great extent on the method of study and discussion 

employed in the society meeting. 

 

 

Outline IX 

The Healing Of The Lame Beggar 

Acts 3: 1-10 

 

Occasion Vs. 1. 

1.  It was the ninth hour Jewish time, or around three o’clock in the afternoon. The time 

of the evening sacrifice was at hand. Just what day of the week it was, or how long a time had 

elapsed since the day of Pentecost we are not told. According to the Mosaic ordinance Peter and 

John go to the temple to pray. 

2.  While they approach the temple a man about forty years old is being carried to the 

temple gate. At this gate he is accustomed to sit begging. He has been lame from the day of his 

birth. He is well-known for he is a man in middle life thus having contact with the experiences of 

young and old. Acts 4:22. There is something ironical about this man’s form of obtaining a 

livelihood, when compared with the state of affairs in the church as pictured to us in the 

proceeding chapter. There all the needs were abundantly supplied. But that was in the temple of 

God, the habitation of God in the Spirit. But in this temple where the priests of mercy (?) had 

never learned what it means “I will have mercy and not sacrifice” (Hos. 6:6: Matt. 12:7) the 

children of Abraham must follow the ignoble course of begging! For soothe Aaron’s priesthood 

has perfected nothing. Here is still much of the work of Him who dwelleth in the burning bush to 

be accomplished. But God has heard the cry of His people in the city that is spiritually called 

Sodom and Egypt. Gen. 3:7; Rev. 11:10, 11. 

 

The Healing Proper. Vss. 3-8. 

1. The beggar expects something also from Peter and John as they approach. He expects 

silver or gold. Little does he realize that the ground upon which ho stands is far too holy for such 

trivial gift in this hour. He is not meeting men from the rank and file in Israel and Jerusalem, but 

the eye-witnesses of the glory on the Mount (Luke 0:28; II Pet. 1:17) and of the many infallible 

proofs of the resurrection; who are therefore witnesses of the Word of Life! 



2.  Their entire treasure is in the Name of Jesus, in the name of Him “who was to come.” 

He caused the blind to see, the lepers to be cleansed, the deaf to hear and the lame to walk and 

preached the gospel of glad-tidings to the poor. Matt. 11:4-6; Isa. 35:5, 6; 61:1. 

3.  And in the name of Him who has the power to lay down and take up His life again. 

Peter commands the lame man to rise and to walk. And forthwith the man walks! His ankle-

bones become strong. The great mercy of God in its efficacious power is visibly manifested. O, 

wondrous power Divine! Blessed are those who are not offended! 

 

The Purpose Of This Miracle Vss. 9-11. 

1. The immediate purpose was to attract the attention of the common people. This 

appears from the following considerations: 

a)  That this particular man was chosen for this purpose. He was well-known. 

Everyone knew that he indeed was lame. There could not be the shadow of doubt in the 

minds of the people as to his identity. Even the arrogant leaders “cannot deny it’’ (4:16). 

b)  That it is explicitly brought out in 4:22 that this man was well-known to the 

“people” because the man was more than forty years old. 

c)  God who hath put the times and the seasons in His own power (1:16) prepared this 

man evidently for this very purpose. It was that God might be greatly glorified in His 

redeeming power that this man was born lame, even as this was the case with the men 

born blind spoken of in John 9: l-4. The night had evidently not yet come when the work 

of God no longer became manifested in the blind and lame. 

d)  And certainly from this viewpoint the result among the amazed and wondering 

people answered perfectly to the divine “time and season”. 

2.  And this became the “proof-material” that God still dwells in the “burning bush,” and 

that His arm is not shortened so that it cannot save. We spoke (see above) of God's “times and 

seasons” for the manifestation of His faithfulness. And in this we may not only see God’s love, 

but also His wisdom. Evidently Jesus being the Holy Servant of God, and being perfectly 

obedient to the Divine Wisdom controlling the times and seasons, purposely left this man in his 

lame condition when He saw him at the gate. Does Jesus not speak to His disciples of the 

“greater works than these’’ that they shall perform in His Name? John 14:12. 

 

Questions: Did you study the various passages referred to in this outline, and did you carefully 

read these two chapters of Acts? Can you see the divine wisdom of God in allowing the temple 

to remain standing for some time? Did this healed beggar evidently understand the means of Iris 

restoration better than the populace? Vss. 6,8. Is the general reaction of those healed that they 

remain close to their benefactors? How about the man in John 5:l-16? 

 

 

Outline X 

Acts 1:12-25 

The Sign Of Healing Interpreted 

 

Its Power Vss. 12, 16. 

1.  There was an interpretation of this miracle on the part of the people which must 

definitely be contradicted. The amazed people all flocked around the apostles on Solomon's 

porch. That indeed a notable miracle had been wrought all were fully convinced of. They beheld 

it with their eyes. But they do not comprehend what they see. It is imperative that they do, and 



that for the following reasons: 

 a)  It lies in the nature and intent of God's wonders and praises and virtues as 

revealed in His miracles and signs that He alone receive honor and glory. He is God. This 

is corroborated by the 1st Commandment, of the Decalogue as well as by what John is 

told by a fellow-servant as recorded in Rev. 19:10. Not to see this principle is the sin of 

all idolatry, which changes the “glory of the incorruptible God into the likeness of 

corruptible man. . .” Rom. 1:18- 24. And to do this would surely bring down the holy 

wrath of God from heaven, for He is very jealous of His honor. 

 b)  Therefore, that the people may not view this sign in the light of unbelieving 

superstition and sorcery, as did also Paul's audience in Lystra (Acts 14:8- 18) Peter denies 

two elements: 1) That it was by their own inherent power. It was most emphatically not a 

human, dependent creaturely power that had healed this man. 2) Neither does it have its 

origin in the godliness of the apostles. Their piety never is the fountain of healing. This 

latter also must be definitely understood. Especially by Israelitish men who possess the 

oracles of God! 

2. Positively it is stated whence this great power is. Vs. 16. We call attention to the 

following elements in the text. 

a)  That it was the NAME of Jesus which healed this man. The NAME of Jesus is 

more than a mere sound. It is more than an honorary title. It is the Self-Revelation of God 

in His saving power, grace, mercy, by which He brings His own out of the deepest woe of 

the bondage of sin to the freedom of sons in the heavenly Canaan. It is God raising up the 

tabernacle of David. It is the entire truth of God’s redemptive work focused on the one 

central truth that SALVATION IS OF THE LORD! It is Jehovah Saves! Cf. Acts 2:21. 

The Saving Power of God Almighty! 

b)  Only on the basis of implicit faith in this Name was this man healed. Apart from 

the question whether every man was healed physically also had saving faith, or whether 

this, particular man had faith, we can state the following as to the relationship of faith and 

the Name of Jesus. Peter is not introducing a new principle here unheard of before. It is 

the fundamental axiom for every child of Abraham who is the father of believers. That 

believers are God's children and enter into the saving work of God is evident in every 

step of the way. In the killing of the Lamb and the blood on the door posts in Egypt, their 

crossing of the Red Sea, in the event of the water flowing from the Rock, Crossing of the 

Jordan, taking of the city of Jericho—faith is the only way of entering into the work of 

God. And faith in the Name of Jesus is here the same as the faith whereby Moses crossed 

the Red Sea. In this faith the world is conquered and God's sure mercies are experienced 

in their efficacious effectiveness. Jannes and Jambres, sorcerers before Pharaoh cannot 

stand before it. Peter will not allow Israel therefore to divorce this saving, healing power 

from the Name of Jesus, the Author of Life! 

 

Its Revelatory Nature Vss. 13-18. 

1.  That the above interpretation is correct and that this miracle is meant to be placed 

among all the exhibitions of God’s saving power as recorded in the O. T. Scriptures is evident 

further from the perspective of Vs. 13. It is “the God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, the God 

of our fathers hath glorified His Servant Jesus!” We have here the following: 

a)  This is the form of address, the exact words are which God spoke to Moses at the 

burning bush at the foot of the Mount of God. As “God-Almighty’’ He had made Himself 

known to Abraham, but now they would experience this “almight” in the form of 



Salvation! Jesus, that is, Jehovah Saves. He would ever be the faithful one to His 

promised mercies. 

b) The content of this saving power is again and again repeated in the prophecy of 

Isaiah which speaks of the great Servant of the LORD! The particular passages are Isa. 

42:1, 10; 40:3. 6-7: 50:10; 52:13; 53:11. In all the passages in the book of Acts the King 

James version reads: “Child Jesus’’ we must read, “Servant Jesus.” 

c) For salvation is of the Lord by His servant, the suffering of the Christ, as spoken of 

and foretold through the mouth of all the prophets. Vs. 18. Compare further Luke 24:37 

and I Pet. 1:11. The glorification of the Servant spells salvation for the Israel of God. 

2. This was done though the evil deed of men, yet serving the divine decree. 

a) Peter relates the guilt of the people in this matter. Read Acts 2:23, 24; Matt. 23: 20. 

21. 

b) Yet that it was the God-ordained way of fulfilling the Promises foretold by the 

Prophets. And that they (the people) and their leaders had dope it according to Ignorance. 

Ignorance of what? I Cor. 2:6-9 says: The Divine wisdom of the Cross! Had they known 

it they would not have crucified the LORD OF GLORY! Of the depths of riches, wisdom 

and knowledge of God—that are past finding out. Paul also speaks when he treats this 

very question of Israel's being “Hated for the Gospel’s Sake Rom. 11:28- 36. Possibly the 

prayer of Jesus at the cross refers to this ignorance when Jesus prays: Father forgive them 

(permit them to proceed, K. Schilder) for they know not what they do. Luke 23:34. What 

depths of divine glories are signified in the healing of this lame beggar! But, O, my God, 

that is as it should be! For the very opposite of this ignorance see Heb. 10:28-30. 

 

Purpose Vss. 19-26. 

1. The blessing of Abraham must come to Israel: must be their portion as a conscious 

possession. 

a) Ultimately in the new heavens and new earth, the better fatherland sought by the 

Patriarchs. Hence the “times of refreshments” designate the future hope where there shall 

be no night and all tears shall be wiped front our eyes. Not therefore in the 

Premillenialistic sense, neither Postmillenialisticaliy, but A-Millenialistically! 

b) The “restitution of all things.” For the Scriptural teaching of this we refer you to 

Eph. 1:10 and Col. 1:16-20. 

2. In the way of Repentance. 

a) This is the way preached by John the Baptist, who is Elias who shall come and 

restore all things. Matt. 17:11. He would restore the hearts of the children to the beaten 

paths of the fathers. Mai. 4:6; Luke 1:17. John's preaching was building on the foundation 

and along the architectural lines of righteousness. That was the principle of the restitution 

of all things. God’s work of the restitution begins in the heart of the elect sinner! 

b) For consider the following: 

1) The falling away of all things by one man (Rom. 5:12 ff.) was by the act of 

disobedience. All things were dislodged fundamentally in their relationship to God. 

2) Grace now does two things: In the first place it restores to righteousness and 

again sets the law of God in honor among men. Secondly, it so restores all things that 

they will never fall away again. Man must in the way of repentance be brought into 

the work of Jehovah saves which also is an unrepentant work! 

 

 



Outline XI 

Peter And John Before The Sanhedrin 

 

Occasion Vss. 1-4. 

1.  The Priests, Temple-Guard and the Sadducees also take notice of these apostles 

speaking to the people here in the temple-porch. They are “all worked up" on two points we are 

told: 

a)  That they taught the people. This they must have felt was intruding on their field 

of labor. 

b)  That they preached Jesus the resurrection from the dead. This as we will see was 

the real grievance. 

2.  But since it was already eventide. Peter and John are placed in custody for the night to 

stand trial the next day. And behold, Matt. 10:17 is fulfilled, as Jesus had predicted. They can be 

of good cheer, even though all the dignitaries will be present at the meeting. What an august 

meeting! The elders, the scribes, the whole house and kindred of the high-priests are present. 

Certainly the matter at hand is deemed very weighty and important. If this meeting were held 

today it would have made front-page news and pictures in a metropolitan “daily”! 

But what a glorious position for Peter. On the very spot where once his Lord stood when 

he denied Him thrice, he now may confess His Name before men. Tradition has it that Peter 

would not be crucified right side up because Christ was crucified, but here Peter may stand 

where His Lord stood and made the good confession before Pilate. I Tim. 6 

 

The Issue Vss. 7-22. 

1.  As intended by the “leaders.” 

a.  Ostensibly they are not aware of the power by which the lame beggar had been 

healed. At least they ask the apostle as to the real nature of the power. The real nature of 

the power we have attempted to explain in the former outline. 

b.  But the real purpose of this meeting was to maintain the status quo of the official 

books in regard to Jesus. This is corroborated by the following: 

1)  By what we read of the attitude of these “leaders” toward Jesus in His 

relationship to the people and the temple during His entire ministry on earth— yea 

from the days of His being baptized by John. See John 11:45 ff: J2:19 and other 

passages. 

2)  The fact that they had attempted to disseminate the lie among the “people" that 

Jesus had not risen from the dead, but that the disciples had snatched the body of 

Jesus from under the nose of sleeping guards. Matt. 28:11-15. And this burning issue 

was the one called forth by Jesus in the temple as recorded in John 2:13-22 and 

remembered at the trial in Caiaphas’ judgment hall. All that had happened at the 

cross, the darkness, the rending of the vail, the report of the “watch” was something 

not easy to forget, and could not be dismissed with a shrug of the shoulder! 

3)  But these children of hell who know not of repentance will to maintain 

themselves, and their sinful deeds over against all that God has wrought. They are 

comparable to Jannes and Jambres who withstood Moses before Pharaoh. A like lot 

of hardening has befallen them. They tenaciously oppose the work of God. They 

stumble at the Corner-Stone as the builders! Matt. 21:42; Ps. 118:22. 

2.  As Intended by God! 

a.  Manifestation of the greatness of His power before the vessels of wrath. To laugh 



at them and to have them in derision. Ps. 2. 

b.  There is not a word of solace here for these men! These are the men upon whom 

Jesus   had pronounced the eightfold woe! Matt. 23. 

 

The Outcome Vss. 13-22. 

1.  The leaders find that they have not legal ground on which to condemn them. The 

logical thing for them to have done, as well as the just course, would have been to set them at 

liberty. But they had no cause to start with, and know that they are defeated on the side of 

righteousness. For we notice the following particulars: 

a.   They acknowledge the fact that a notable sign has been done. They have the wit in 

fact to perceive that this healing was a sign. It had an import, a message to convey! 

b.  But in spite of this they will not heed. And they do not depart from the course of 

Matt. 28:11-15. 

2.  They do what Satan always does. They begin to persecute the Saints! 

a.  The apostles are threatened not to speak in the Name of Jesus to any man. 

They must discontinue to do what Jesus commanded them to persevere in. They 

persecute the woman. Rev. 12:13ff. 

b.  And here the apostles are a sweet-savor of Christ—a savor of death unto death! 

The leaders have said and must now follow because of their unrepentance the way of 

consistency of sin to the end! 

 

 

Outline XII 

The Prayer Of The Apostles 

Acts 1:23-31 

 

Occasion And Content Vss. 23, 29, 30. 

1.  Peter and John return to their own company, to the circle of the apostles. No doubt 

with heavy and burdened hearts. They have much to tell, and they tell all—all that the Jewish 

Council had threatened! They are fully aware of the diabolic nature and of the “method of Satan's 

madness” behind it all. The issue was: Speak and be faithful to God, or be silent and disobedient 

men! And the latter they could never be in this case! Indeed, it was an hour in which they must 

possess their souls in patience. 

 But the occasion is still of greater magnitude. The battle also here is not merely against 

flesh and blood. Eph. 6:12. We here have a particular case of the gigantic struggle of the ages of 

the “Seed of the Woman” struggling with the “seed of the Serpent, the Old Dragon.” It is the 

hour in which the Nations gather together against the Lord and against His Anointed Servant. Ps. 

2:1. Indeed there are no 185,000 Assyrians encamped against Jerusalem, but the issue is 

essentially the same, and the strategy is far more vicious in nature. For-Satan hath “a short time 

and hath great wrath” Rev. 12:12. Well are the disciples aware of this: they have measured the 

strength of the enemy! 

2.  Content of their prayers:  

a.  They pray against the enemy. They present the facts of the case before the face of 

the Lord, as did Hezekiah in his day when he championed the cause of the Lord in 

Jerusalem’s time of need. Isa. 37:10. And ask the Lord to look upon the threatening of the 

enemy. This can only mean: defeat their purpose O, Lord! 

b.  And that their work which is God’s work may continue with power. Consequently, 



they pray: 1) For the gift of Spiritual boldness and courage to fearlessly speak the Word. 

2) And that signs and wonders may continue to break the way for the gospel triumph! 

What a noble and God-purposing prayer! Compare its spirit of piety with that of 

Hezekiah’s prayer. If they must die, that does not matter! Then they will, continue to pray 

the prayer of the “souls under the altar”. Rev. (5:9-11. 

 

Ground Vss. 24-27. 

1.  They appealed first of all to God’s absolute and unrestricted power in relation to 

heaven and earth, and all things that it contains. God rules over all things, over the very devils 

and the hosts of hell. He sitteth in the heavens upon His throne. This is acknowledged not merely 

as a formal address, but it is in keeping with the apostles consciousness of the greatness and 

relentlessness of the foe. For had not his foe: 

a.  In nearly the very persons who now threaten gathered together against the holy 

Servant Jesus! Herod, Pontius Pilate, with the nations and the people had they not done 

all what God’s hand had determined they should do! 

b.  But they had done no more either. God had determined their measure! 

2.  They appeal to God’s word what He would do when the nations would gather against 

His servant. As the Lord God who ruleth by His decree He can discomfit the enemy by giving 

them boldness. What serene confidence in the praying hearts of these saints! Yet what anxious 

hearts! Jacob here wrestles in prayer with God for Israel, and will not let God go lest He bless 

him!  

 

Answer Vs. 31. 

1.  There is a visible manifestation of God coming to hear their prayer. God comes and 

shakes the place where they were met. The power that conquered over the foe at Easter morning 

will now continue to conquer. The Lord will rise to the battle and put all His foes to flight. Ps. 

58:1 

2.  Yea the apostles receive boldness to continue to testify of the Word of God. And when 

they speak, let the nations rage and imagine vain things. God will laugh at them. Thus it ever was 

and shall be till the blowing of the seventh trumpet. Rev. 11:7ff. 
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