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“Small Sects in America” by Elmer T. Clark. 

 

This book is the result of a lengthy and extensive investigation covering a period of 

fifteen years, in which the author studied the official literature and doctrinal pronouncements of 

the sects about which he writes, and even paid personal visits to the headquarters of some of 

these religious bodies. The book reveals a rather thorough study of the subject. 

The author does not give a definition of a sect, but it is evident from his treatment of the 

subject that many small organized denominations are classed as sects and although the Protestant 

Reformed Churches are not discussed in this work. I would not be surprised that if he had found 

our denomination, we too would have a paragraph in his book. In my opinion, many of these 

churches he writes about are not sects at all, but many of them we also would consider sects. 

The book outlines the sects in a rather new way, discussing them under the following heads: 

Pessimistic Sects. Perfectionistic Sects, Charismatic Sects. Communistic Sects, and Legalistic 

Sects. Many of the sects the author mentions are almost unknown, partly because of their small 

size, often because of their extreme peculiarity, or because of the race of the adherents. If some 

of the teachings were not so sadly wrong and misguided, they would be ludicrous. The names of 

some of the sects tell their own story: The Apostolic Overcoming Holy Church of God, Two 

Seed-in-the-Spirit Predestinarian Baptists United Zion's Children, Yorker Brethren, Church of 

God and Saints of Christ, Church of Daniel's Band, Pillar of Fire. Free Christian Zion Church of 

Christ, Hutterian Brethren Old Ored Amish, House of Prayer, Order Amish, House of Prayer, 

Church Triumphant. The existence of many sects would be surprising information to many 

people, especially to those living in the eastern part of our country. Here in the west many of the 

religious groups mentioned by Clark are not quite so strange, and just by scanning the religious 

page of our Saturday evening paper we could perhaps add a few names to his list which are just 

as strange. One finds many more fanatical religious groups in the South and in the West than in 

the Northern and Eastern parts of the United States. 

Lest you obtain the impression that only the obscure sects are mentioned—here are some 

others that are rather freely and lengthily discussed: The Mennonites, the Seventh-Day 

Adventists, Adventists, Four-Square Church, Father Divine’s Peace Mission, and others. 

The author tells a little about the origin of each group, gives statistics about size and 

money used for the maintenance and work, goes into considerable detail in discussing the 

doctrine and customs of each group, and if there is one outstanding leader or founder he 

characterizes that person. 

This book is not the type of work a person would choose to pick up and read through at 

once, but it is a book to have around to read in occasionally. For any society member to own it 

would be a worthwhile book and would give much information necessary for Bible discussion or 

for essays for after-recess program. It would be considered a fortunate choice for some church 

library. 

Naturally the author’s ideas are brought out, even in a book of this sort. One does not 

have to read far into the book to find that the author’s ideas about inspiration of the Bible are far 

from correct. The author can perhaps be classed as a higher critic: at least he is a modernist. In 

the last paragraph of his book, the author says: “Total depravity is in conflict with very 



fundamentals of modern educational theory, but it is the first principle of most sects. In 

curriculum building the sects defy everything that modern religious education teaches. Still the 

sects average well with their competitors in winning and holding the people. Such facts 

challenge the workers in the field of religious education to inquire whether, after all, the modern 

developments are really as efficient as they are claimed to be, and whether the sects do not 

possess elements of value which others have omitted and might well incorporate.” 
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