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Introductory remarks: 

We now come in our outlines to the study of Peter’s Pentecostal address. The material in 

this address is compacted and weighty, and it requires some thought to apprehend its sense. 

When we studied this chapter in my society we found that we could not cover this address of 

Peter in one session. We trust that this will be the case with most of you. Consequently, we take 

the liberty to treat this address of Peter in two installments; to wit, in the Outlines V and VI. 

 

 

Outline V 

THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE PENTECOSTAL MIRACLE 

Acts 2:14-21 

 

Pentecost is a miracle. It is the last great “moment” in the development of God's covenant 

before Christ’s return on the clouds of heaven. But unbelief cannot see. And in its blindness of 

sin it mocks and scorns. But the truth of God and His mighty work triumphs. The mouth of fools 

is always stopped. Thus, also on Pentecostal Sunday morning in Jerusalem. 

For Peter stood forth with the eleven. The wonder, the miracle of “speaking with 

tongues” has a divine and revelatory significance, which must be apprehended by faith. 

This speaking with tongues is not an isolated event understandable without viewing it in 

the light-rays of prophecy. The Pentecostal work is begun at Jesus’ baptism by John (Matt. 3:13- 

17) and is continued here in the event of the outpouring of the Spirit—continued also as 

fulfillment of prophecy. Mockery here again errs not knowing the Scriptures, neither the power, 

of God. Matt. 22:29. For “these men are not full of new wine. . .but this is that which is spoken 

by the prophet Joel”! Vss. 15, 16. 

Peter's “standing forth with the eleven” reflects the same authority as that manifested by 

the prophets when they repeatedly say: Thus saith the Lord! This observation is corroborated by 

the form of his address “Ye Israelitish men, hear these words” (vs. 22) as also in the damning 

evidence so fearlessly brought against the audience on Pentecost, not to forget the entire tenor of 

this address. 

To have the Christ one must listen to Moses (John 5:46): to be blest in Pentecost one 

must give ear to Joel. There are two matters in the prophecy of Joel which are in this quotation 

brought to the foreground. 

1)  The more positive side of the meaning of Pentecost with its accompanying signs, 

which stress the advancement of the New over the Old Covenant. Vss. 17-19. (Compare Matt. 

11:7-15: II Cor. 3:4-18). In this part Joel speaks of:  

a)  That the Spirit of God would be poured out upon all flesh. It would no longer be 

merely within the orb of Israel at a nation, but also upon the gentile world. It would be for 

every tongue, tribe and people. This is the meaning of the speaking in dialects of the 

peoples mentioned in vss. 8-11.  

b)  All shall consequently know God with a saving knowledge, being heirs to the 

promise of Abraham. (Vs. 39) “Dreams,” “Visions,” and “Prophecy” are descriptive 



terms, old testament in character and must be understood in new testamental conceptions,  

c)  In Joel God has said that this advancement of the new —over the old testament 

would be “in the last days." Hence on this particular feast day the hour of the ushering in 

of these “last days” has struck. The Lord has come to dwell in His holy temple—His 

church. Let all the earth keep silence! Ps. 11:4. 

2)   Joel places the “judgment day” in this perspective. We notice:  

a) That the description of the judgment day here in Joel is the same as in all the 

prophets. Compare Isa. 13:10 ff; Rev. 6:12- 17. Always the presentation is that heaven 

and earth participate in the judgment of the world, even as they also do in the salvation of 

the redeemed. Rom. 8:18-21.  

b) That with the “advancement” of God’s work from the old —to the new covenant 

and with the greater glory of God's revelation in His Son in these last days (Heb. 1:1) 

judgement is also greater. Compare on this thought Heb. 10:28, 29. Thus is also the 

explicit teaching of Jesus in Matt. 11:20-24 where in the preceding context, He had 

spoken of the superiority of the new testament over the old testament. The powers of 

grace and of the “coming age” work with greater force in the New Testament 

dispensation, but the greater powers of judgment are here manifested from heaven. Even 

a hasty study of John 3:16-21 will convince us of this. Compare further John 16:8.  

c) That Joel should see the “judgment of the world” within the perspective of 

Pentecost is due to two factors.  

1. This is partly due to the distant view of the prophet. From where he stood the 

details are not discernable in the beacon light of prophecy.  

2. On the other hand it should not be forgotten that Pentecost is very really the last 

typical day of judgment in Israel. It is the day of judgment for them. The “axe” of 

which John the Baptist spoke, suddenly coming to God’s temple, as Jehovah's 

messenger, here falls on Israel’s national existence. The sceptre departs from Judah. 

Pentecost leaves the old testament temple an empty, desolate and deserted place, 

according to the word of Jesus two days before “Good Friday” as recorded in Matt. 

23:38. 

 

 

Outline VI 

THE EVENT UNDERLYING PENTECOST 

Acts 2:22-36 

 

Statement Of The Event. Vss. 22, 24. 

1.  Briefly stated this event is summed up in the appearance, person, official work, 

suffering, death and resurrection of Christ. Peter calls to mind the awful event of the crucifixion 

of the Jesus of Nazareth.  

2.  In doing so he focuses the attention of his hearers and of us on the following element: 

a) That Jesus was a man proven, pointed out by God. evidenced by Him as being the 

Messiah. This God did by the powerful works, wonders and signs, which Jesus wrought. 

We notice: Powerful works—stressing His divinity, that God was with Him. John 3:2: 

wonders —stressing the effect it had on the spectators, rousing interest and amazement. 

Vs. 12: signs—indicating that these powerful works had a divine message which they 

communicated, they were revelatory in character. John 6:26. 

b) That in spite of this revelatory fact, and in spite of the knowledge of it the men of 



Jerusalem had “with lawless hands” put this God-attested Jesus to death,  

c)  That nonetheless God’s purpose stands. The crucifixion of Christ is according to 

the determinate council and foreknowledge of God. This, however, does not make God 

the author of this heinous crime, for this deed was perpetrated “through lawless hands.” 

“Ye killed Him, God raised Him up” thus the truth of the matter explodes in their midst. 

This is the event which underlies the outpouring of the Spirit. The Stone rejected by the 

builders became the head of the corner. Ps. 118.  

d)  God raised this Christ because it was not possible that He should be held by the 

grave of corruption. Christ’s death was the expiation of sin, and therefore the grave could 

not hold Him. Rom. 4:25.  

e)  In Scripture the resurrection implies ascension. Thus here as is evident from verse 

33. A comparison with John 3:14; 12:32 and Eph. 1:19-21 will verify this. 

 

Proof From David For This Event. Vss 25-35. 

1.  Peter quotes two passages from the Psalms. The first passage from Ps. 16:8-11 to 

sustain the resurrection of Christ. The second from Ps. 110:1 to support the ascension of Christ. 

a) That the grave would not be able to hold Christ David had prophesied. It might 

seem at first glance that David in this Psalm is speaking of himself. There are according 

to Peter two reasons why this interpretation must he set aside and branded as false. The 

first reason is taken from a well-known fact to the men of Jerusalem. David died and his 

sepulcher was in Jerusalem in the burying place of the kings. And David's flesh saw 

corruption. Vs. 29. Hence he could not truthfully have been speaking of himself without 

implying more. The second reason is that David is a prophet. The Spirit of Christ as the 

Spirit of prophecy testified in David also concerning the “sufferings that should come 

upon Christ and the glory that should follow.” 1 Peter 1:10,11. And Peter points out that 

David had good reason to prophecy as he did, for God had sworn to him with an oath that 

He would raise up a Son to him out of his loins. This Messianic promise David embraced 

by faith, and of this faith the prophecy testifies. Compare further II Sam. 7:12, 13. Ps. 

80:3, 4; 132:11. What marvelous instruction we here have as to the sound method in the 

interpretation of Holy Writ! 

b) Peter also shows that in Ps. 110:1 David could not possibly be speaking of himself 

when he speaks of "sitting at the Lord’s right hand.” This Messianic power and dignity 

David could never claim. He had not ascended to heaven. There is but one thing left. 

David was speaking of the “Promised Son” (Ps. 16 see above) who at once is also His 

Lord. See Matt. 22:41-46 where Christ quotes this Psalm and applies it to Himself in such 

a masterful way, that He stops the mouth of the unbelieving and arrogant Pharisees. We 

are told that the people gladly heard this, but that the Pharisees “from that day dared ask 

Him no more.” Those who would like to investigate this matter and see more of the 

divine revelation on this point can study 1 Cor. 15:25 and compare it with Heb. 1:13; 

10:11-15. For other passages quoted in the New 

Testament from this Psalm we refer to Heb. 5:6 and 7:17.21. 

 

Application. Vs. 36. 

1.  Pentecost is the work of God in the risen and glorified Lord, who was killed by the 

wicked hands of sinful men. He is Lord and Christ by God's promise and faithfulness to David. 

2.  Christ is Israel’s king indeed. Let “All the House of Israel” take cognizance of it. Ye 

men of Israel ye stand by virtue of your lawless hands under the threatening clouds of judgment. 



Such is the force of Peter’s address. 

 

 

Outline VII 

THE EFFECT OF PETER’S ADDRESS 

Acts 2:37-41 

 

Pleading For Help. Vs. 37. 

1.  The flashing of this awful reality in the mind of the audience convicts of sin. 

righteousness and judgment. John 16:8. They are “pricked in their heart.” We have the following 

remarks: 

a)  As appears from the sequence of this chapter this being “pricked in the heart" was 

more than a momentary disturbance of the emotions. The waters here stirred were not 

shallow. It was a matter of the "heart” whence the issues of life are. 

b)  They are consequently stirred to the depths of their being with the fear of God. For 

this moment is far more terrifying for them than for Israel at tempestuous Sinai. For the 

question which moves them is the fundamental question of
-
 the relationship to God. the 

promises, the covenants, the hope of Israel. Amidst these pressing questions they feel 

hopelessly at a loss. And they cry out, “Men and brethren what must we do”? 

2.  Those crying for aid and succor show in their petition: 

a)  The question “what shall we do” means: How can we escape judgment. They must 

have felt as John the Baptist’s audience did under that preacher of repentance. Luke 4:1 

ff. 

b)  They show that they have complete trust in Peter and in the “eleven”. They call 

them “brethren.” The power of Peter's address had wrought in them this confidence. 

c)  They recognized in this address the voice of the Shepherd, whose voice is that of 

Him standing between the seven candle-sticks, (Rev. 1:12-20) who not only speaks 

comfortably but who also makes war with the sword of His mouth. And in this latter 

sense He also says, “he that hath ears let Him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 

churches.” Rev. 3:0. 13. And was not this Spirit on Pentecost speaking direct and 

understandable and sin-convicting language to the church?! 

 

Only Way Of Escape Disclosed. Vss. 38-40  

1.  The way of escape preached by the Spirit both in Joel and here on Pentecost is that 

preached also by the forerunner of Christ. It is: Repentance! 

a) Repentance is a complete change of “mind,” i. e. of the deepest and most 

fundamental attitude of man toward God and His kingdom. 

b) It is the changing of the whole man as required by the spiritual nature of the law. 

A turning from sin unto the living God, and thus calling upon the revealed name of the 

Lord in Mount Zion. Verse 21. 

2.  In the way of repentance enter into vicarious atoning work of Christ; into the work of 

Him who was indeed rejected by the builders, but approved of God as the cornerstone of 

salvation. For baptism is a sign and seal of entering into the death and resurrection of this 

rejected Christ. (Rom. 6:3. 4: Col. 2:11, 12.) Furthermore, it appears to be a personal matter. 

Baptism also belongs to the way of Escape. It places one in the positive work of Pentecost, 

providing the corresponding “repentance” is present. 

3.  Thus there is an entering into the blessings of Pentecost, and a reception of the Holy 



Spirit with His blessings. It is the entering into the Pentecost, receiving the first-fruits of the final 

harvest. For it is the “feast of harvest” blessing that may and must be eaten in the form of 

“bread.” Thus it is stated in Rom. 8:23. And Eph. 1:14 and 4:30 speak of the Holy Spirit as the 

seal and pledge of the final redemption. Thus we enter into the promise of God made to Abraham 

Gen. 17:10 and as worked out according to David's prophecy, and the Pentecostal perspective of 

Isa. 57:19; Joel 2:32 and Eph. 2:17.  

 

Three Thousand Saved 

1.  They believed and were baptized. Think of it. Three thousand were baptized. What a 

first fruit of the full harvest. What profound impression this must have made on the leaders. Was 

“the whole world” following this teacher of Nazareth? Well could they now say: see we profit 

nothing. 

2.  Were these all submerged? Or was “sprinkling” the order of the day. Were the 

children also counted with the three thousand? If not, the number baptized must have far 

exceeded three thousand.  

 

Questions: Is salvation always presented in Scripture as escape from wrath? Rom. 5:1-10. Is this 

question of the “Wrath of God” popular? Is it sufficient to merely be baptized with water? Does 

real baptism always consist in cleansing from sin by the Holy Ghost? 

 

 

Outline VIII 

THE FIRST PICTURE OF THE MOTHER CHURCH 

Acts 2:42-47 

 

Model Picture. Vs. 42 

1.  This picture is not one of photography, neither that drawn by a human artist, but it is a 

picture sketched by the pen of the Spirit showing us the delicate spiritual structure of the life of 

the church. He has left it as a model for all ages to be copied and aspired after. There was vigor, 

vitality, unity and life in the church. The life of the unity of the Spirit. Compare Eph. 4:3. 4. 

2.  In this model church, or ideal spiritual life there are four pivotal points brought out by 

the writer. Not one of these elements may ever be lacking at any time, neither brought out of its 

proper proportion. They are: 

a)  Adherence to the “teaching of the apostles.” We notice here that “teaching” can 

have reference to either what was taught by the apostles, or to the actual impartation of 

the instruction. In this instance it can very well refer to both of these elements. It then 

refers to the teaching of which we have an excellent example in the outlines V, VI, and 

VII. It is the teaching based on Jesus Christ the chief cornerstone laid in Zion. See Eph. 

2:20-22; I Cor. 3:10-15. It is the teaching concerning Christ’s resurrection in which God 

fulfilled the Promises made to the fathers. Acts 13:33 ff. 

b)  Adherence to “the fellowship.” The writer does not further define this fellowship. 

He leaves it as general as possible. We therefore take this fellowship in the widest scope. 

Beautiful commentary on this fellowship we first find in I John 1:3. Here it is the true 

fellowship of love with God the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ and therefore true 

fellowship with the brethren. It is also important to notice the connection of the 

fellowship there spoken of with “what was preached from the beginning” concerning the 

word of life. It is a fellowship full of joy and of joy that is full. There were not parties or 



schisms. Compare by way of contrast I Cor. 1:10-17. It was the covenant life of the Spirit 

based on the apostolic teaching. 

c)  Adherence to “the breaking of the bread.” This is the standing term to denote what 

we call “Lord's Supper.” It also included the pouring of the wine. See Luke 24:35. The 

church because of its pure preaching is very conscious of vicarious atonement, and of the 

need for salvation, salvation from the wrath of God. 

d)  Finally, adherence to “the prayers” They worshipped in their own gathering of the 

saints and also continued to go to the temple at the hour of prayer. See Chapter 3:1. 

How essential the latter is we may see from the general idea of the temple as being 

the house of prayer, as also from the various admonitions both by Christ and the apostles 

that we shall pray without ceasing. Are not the people of God always portrayed as those 

who cry day and night unto the Lord? 

 

Active Apostles. Vs. 43 

1. Many “wonders and signs” were done by the apostles. The sign recorded in Acts 3 is 

but one of the many performed. And Peter was not the only one who performed miracles. And 

great is the testimony of these signs in the streets of the desolate city, where the Lord was 

crucified—the city which in Rev. 11:10.11 is called spiritually Sodom and Egypt, upon both of 

which the vials of God’s wrath were poured out. That the signs should testify loudly here is as it 

should be. Remember the Spirit is here sketching the work of God. Now we see the footprints of 

Him who dwells in the holy place in the sands of time. Apostolic activity is Divine Testimony! 

2. The result of this activity is twofold. For those who are without it is an occasion of fear 

and wonderment. Positively they are the means of grace bringing the elect to the unity of the 

faith and knowledge of Christ. Thus, indeed the active apostles are indeed a sweet savour of 

Christ both in those who are saved and in those who perish. II Cor. 2:14-16. 

 

Practical Christianity. Vss. 4-1-47. 

1. Faith was not so much dead capital in this church. It was the very opposite from that 

pictured in James 2:14-16. It was a vital force in practical life after the pattern of believing 

Abraham. It was brotherly love of a practical nature. The poor were cared for. Deep 

consciousness of stewardship in Christ Jesus prevailed. 

2. It was the fulfillment of the law of love, now realized through the Holy Spirit in 

the hearts of flesh. Heb. 10:15; Jer. 13:33. 34. This picture is the standard held before us as proof 

of what God has wrought. It is the pledge, the first-fruits of the final perfection when the 

tabernacle of God shall be with man. It beckons us ever on to the goal of perfection. 

 

Questions: Was this sharing of goods “communism”? Was this exhibition an over attempt to 

have heaven on earth? Was it possibly due to the believers thinking that Jesus' return was 

imminent? Or is the reason to be very soberly sought in the work of the Spirit? 
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