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In the fall of 1932 on a Sunday morning, the bulletin stated that services were being 

rearranged. Instead of Holland in the morning and English in the evening we would have English 

morning and evening and Holland in the afternoon. This was in the Christian Reformed Church 

of Redlands and Rev. Schans was our pastor. 

Out of over a hundred families about forty were dissatisfied with this arrangement, we 

formed a group and met at the home of one of the members to discuss matters. 

A little later the time of services was changed again and it was announced that the 

Holland service would begin at 9 A.M. immediately after at 10:30 there would be an English 

service. 

Besides being dissatisfied with the way the time of services was being changed we did 

not like the way sermons were delivered. The pastor made of the “preekstoel een steekstoel” 

when he preached a sermon on Korah, Dathan and Abiram and likened our group to them. We 

protested against such preaching and this action was followed by a letter sent to each of us. The 

letter stated that we were barred from partaking of Communion. On the evening of the day the 

letters were received by us, a consistory meeting was held at which they decided to place us 

under the first step of censure. Again, we received a letter informing us of this action. A third 

letter asked us to appear individually before the consistory. There we were told we had been 

placed under censure because of organized rebellion. 

The matter was taken to Chassis which met at the Christian Reformed Church in Los 

Angeles. There they decided to send a committee of two ministers to Redlands to investigate the 

case. Instead of conducting an investigation they called on our families and insisted the 

consistory was right, we were wrong and must repent. 

The next Sunday we as a group resigned and our names were listed on the bulletin to that 

effect but we were refused our membership papers. 

Now we were cut off from all church connections and our next step was to meet in one of 

the homes to decide what we should do. 

First, we discussed the proposition of joining the Reformed church. That proposition was 

rejected, it would be like jumping from the frying pan into the fire. Someone spoke up and said 

he had heard of a Rev. Hoeksema in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He knew very little about him but 

we voted to write and inquire, also to ask him to come and preach for us. 

In a short time, Rev. Hoeksema was in our midst, we met in a Seventh Day Adventist 

church, and heard a sermon on Isaiah 50:4. “The Lord God hath given me the tongue of the 

learned, that I should know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary.” 

A timely sermon indeed. Rev. Hoeksema started with the words "Als ge in nood gezeten 

geen uit- komst ziet, wil dan nooit vergeten, God verlaat u niet.” We certainly were in need, it 

was a word in season. In all the years we had attended the Christian Reformed church we had 

never heard such a sermon! We had lost confidence in our church leaders and when the text was 

announced the thought arose in our minds: “now Rev. Hoeksema is going to tell us that he 

possesses the tongue of the learned.” 

One of his first statements put our minds at ease when he said, “The Lord God hath given 

me the tongue of the learned and that learned tongue is the Christ of God.” 

All through the sermon Christ was the center and theme. He emphasized that God is God 



and the words fell on our minds as water on a thirsty land. We returned home gladdened and 

spiritually strengthened, thankful to God that out of evil He had willed that good should come. 

We did not leave the Christian Reformed church for principle’s sake for we did not 

realize that God is God in the sense we now do having been educated in the Reformed truths 

since then. 

Not long after we made a trio and called Rev. Vos, located in Hudsonville. Michigan. 

God sent him to us and for eleven years he was our pastor. In his fourth year at Redlands a new 

church was built. The following year we acquired a parsonage and two years later we laid the 

foundation for the first Protestant Reformed school of our denomination. Our school now has 42 

pupils and the attendance of children from our congregation is one hundred percent. 

Looking back over the years we can say with Moses in Psalm 90 “Lord thou hast been 

our dwelling place in all generations.” 
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