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It was on a hot Sunday evening, June 20, 1943, that thousands of people were gathered in 

Belle Isle Park. They were eagerly watching a fist fight between a white sailor and a negro boy. 

It was then, too. that many false rumors were being spread about such as the one overheard in a 

negro night club, that a gang of whites had killed a black woman and her baby in Belle Isle Park. 

And a rumor overheard by the whites was that a mob of blacks had killed a white lady on the 

park bridge. All night long stores and buildings were being looted by both black and white. 

Finally, Mayor Jeffries requested Federal Troops to quiet the mobs. It even took the United 

States Army to protect 27 negro graduates returning home from graduation exercises. 

But let us get to the real question: Who really is to blame for all this hatred between the 

black and the white? Most of the white people would put all the blame on the negroes. But let us 

first see where all this started. It was first when the slaves were brought into our country. Then in 

1917 and again in 1943. And let us see how some of these negroes had to live. Most of them had 

to live in dirty, crowded tenements, the dirtiest places in Detroit. And when the negroes did try to 

move into the white districts, they were told to get out only because the whites thought they 

should have nothing to do with the blacks. 

And then some of the citizens of Michigan dare to say that we had nothing to do with all 

this hatred between the blacks and the whites. And then we as Christian friends, dare to treat one 

another as enemies and not as brothers, only because there is a distinction between color and 

race. But we must stop and think that we all have been created equal in the sight of God. 

Now I think that most of you will clearly understand that we cannot put all the blame on 

the negroes, but that we must share this equally and that we must treat one another as brothers 

and not as enemies. Haven’t we all been taught that we are all created equal in the sight of God. 
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