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Jim was a nice young man. Bill and Bob were also nice fellows. And the three of them 

had been friends for many years. They lived in the same neighborhood and were the same age. 

And since they had gone through School together and were always in the same classes, it might 

be expected that their friendship would continue also after their school days. Apparently it did. 

Now it happened that, through no fault of his own, Jim became the object of a very 

uncomplimentary rumor. In fact, some very mean things were being said about him and he was 

being accused of some evil practices. And all unjustly. For, as we said, Jim was a nice young 

man: what is more, he was a Christian and endeavored to live a Christian life. The things that 

were being said about him were entirely untrue. Just how these evil rumors started and why they 

were being spread was a mystery, as those things usually are. The fact is however that they had 

no basis in truth. Of this fact both Bill and Bob were convinced and therefore, although others 

began to shun him and refused to associate with him, they apparently remained loyal to him. We 

say "apparently" because the fact is that one of these, was, in spite of his professed friendship 

and continued association with him, not truly Jim’s friend. Bob was neither for nor against, at 

least so he assumed. And therefore, when upon a certain occasion Jim was being analyzed under 

the critical eye of hypocrites in the presence of Bill and Bob, the latter, even though he knew the 

remarks to be untrue, said nothing. Bill, on the other hand, stoutly defended his friend and 

maintained his integrity. And when later Bill questioned Bob as to his silence, he was told, “It 

isn’t any of my business. Jim is my friend, sure, but I don’t see any reason for losing the 

friendship of the other fellows.” 

How would you like to have a friend like that? 

You wouldn’t, neither would I. 

A fellow like Bob, who wants to be everyone’s friend, is actually no one’s friend and his 

brand of friendship is not worth fostering. 

And why? 

All because Bob wasn’t for or against. His friendship was without a pro or con, without a 

plus or minus. Bob was neutral! At least, so he thought! The fact is that his neutrality was an 

illusion! He was only half right. He was not for but he was against. 

And suppose now that you were in Jim’s place, would you blame him for refusing the 

friendship of Bob? Wouldn’t you detest such a hypocrite? 

Well, now listen to this word of Jesus, “He that is not with me is against me; and he that 

gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.” Think about this for a moment and then apply it in the 

light of the case we mentioned above. Do you realize, my dear friend
1
, that when you are not 

with Christ you are against Him? Isn’t it true that when you find your pleasure in the company of 

those who speak evil of Him and profane His name, that you are against Him even though you 

might privately profess to be for Him? And may the Lord Jesus not justly assume when He finds 

you in such company that your profession of friendship is a lie and that you are actually against 

Him? And would it be unjust of Him to detest your hypocritical friendship and have nothing to 

do with you? I ask you, wouldn’t you do the same in respect to anyone who should attempt to 

maintain such a friendship with you? 

This in indeed a serious thing. 

We ought to realize that we cannot be either for or against. We cannot be a friend of the 



world and a friend of Christ. We cannot walk in the way of the wicked and enjoy their sinful 

pleasures and still profess to be a follower of Christ. Our very walk marks our profession as a lie. 

And don’t say: but I am still young and I must have my fling. 

Believe me, you are treading on very dangerous ground. You are assuming a great deal if 

you think that you are going to change your ways later. You cannot escape that law of God, that 

you shall reap what you sow. And surely you must know that as the twig is bent, so the tree 

grows. 

Let us then refrain from deceiving ourselves as though we could be neither for or against. 

Let us rather implore that grace of God whereby we may be faithful. That so we may even while 

we are young, fight the good fight of faith… And let it then become manifest in all our life, no 

matter what the circumstances may be, that by His grace we are with Christ. 
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