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Italy has surrendered unconditionally. This is a fact of tremendous historical significance. 

Whether Italy is for us a liability or an asset is open for debate. Much can be said on both sides 

of the question. One thing however stands out in bold relief: Italy has fallen tremendously low. 

The Psalmist declares in Psalm seven of his enemy, “He made a pit and digged it, and is fallen 

into the ditch which he made.” How true this is of Italy. She digged a pit that France might fall 

therein, being after an easy victory and seeking more territory. Ruthlessly she conquered 

Ethiopia a few years before so that we can say of her that she has much pit-digging experience. 

Now she experiences the pit itself. Unconditionally she surrenders. The time has come when she 

is brought to her knees, and what she so cruelly inflicted upon others she now experiences 

herself. The word of God in Rev. 13:10 likewise is here applicable, “He that leadeth into 

captivity shall go into captivity.” It is now Italy's turn to be led into captivity. The last word has 

not been said then yet. Italy has fallen tremendously low from a material viewpoint, but there is a 

lower region of eternal desolation and woe prepared for all who seek this world and motivated by 

their carnal lust, destroy and devour their fellow men. Italy's leaders one day may experience this 

captivity also unless God regenerates their hearts. 

In regard to Mussolini, who was greatly responsible for Italy’s entry into the war and who 

now has fallen even lower than his nation, let Proverbs 16:18 speak the truth to us, “Pride goeth 

before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.” 

Here on the home front the strain of war is making itself felt in a variety of ways. For one 

thing one is amazed by the increasing number of railroad accidents. The boiler of the modern 

New York Central streamliner, “Twentieth Century Limited” bursts while on its daily run and 

derails the train. The Pennsylvania Line suffers an even greater disaster by derailment when 

upwards of thirty passengers were killed. This past Sunday here in Michigan another 

Pennsylvania train leaves the tracks killing the engineer and fireman. The equipment cannot 

stand the strain. The man power shortage has limited the track inspection always carried on by 

the railroads as a safety measure and the equipment itself both locomotives and cars are not 

given their former care and inspection. The railroads do not have the men, and many a time a 

locomotive or passenger car has been put into immediate service after already having made one 

run that day. There is no time for careful thorough inspection. The morale of the people is not the 

only thing that breaks. 

Yet in spite of all these things, and I do not mean to minimize the loss of life and property 

suffered in these disasters, we here in America still have little whereof to complain. Our cities 

are not being bombed into ruins. Our women and children are not forced to suffer the hardships 

of war as many today are suffering them in Europe. Our loved ones are taken from us and are in 

imminent danger of death it is true, but these European mothers and fathers also experience this 

sorrow and they themselves live in the fear of bombing attacks and imminent death from them. 

Being spared all these horrors of war, let us render thanks to God. for He it is who spares 

us from these afflictions. 
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