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The month of October once more brings us the commemoration of the Reformation 

which took place in the sixteenth century under Martin Luther. 

Little had Luther thought, when he nailed his ninety-five theses on the door of the Castle 

Church of Wittenberg on October 31, 1517, that this act would be commemorated by the Church 

for centuries to come. Little had he also realized that this single act would be the spark which 

would ignite into the flames of (the Reformation whereby the church would be delivered from 

the bondage of Roman Catholicism. 

His only purpose was to expose the evil of the sale of indulgences as it was conducted in 

Germany at that time. The pope, in need of funds for the building of the St. Peter’s Cathedral in 

Rome, conceived of the idea of issuing indulgences to be offered for sale to the people. Such an 

indulgence was a certificate signed by the pope assuring the buyer that any sin he committed was 

forgiven for the price paid for the indulgence. He could even buy indulgences for (the dead, 

thereby delivering them from the pains of purgatory and causing them to pass on into heaven. It 

was thru the sale of these indulgences by the monk, Tetzel, that Luther was aroused (to openly 

oppose the teachings and practices of the church in which he was born and reared. On that thirty 

first day of October in 1517, the day before All Saints’ Day, when great crowds would 

congregate at the church at Wittenberg, Luther nailed his ninety-five theses on the church 

door…where all could read and be convinced of the corruptions that were publicly being 

practiced by the church. 

The stage was set, for God had prepared the hearts of many to receive the witness of the 

Reformer for the truth of the Word of God. Copies of these theses were rapidly spread 

throughout Germany, and hundreds were aroused to side with Luther in opposing the church and 

defending the truth of the Scriptures. Before Luther realized it himself, he had broken with the 

church and was leading the believers back to the Scriptures. The great Reformation, which we 

still commemorate with gratitude to God, had begun. 

Not so well known among us are the ninety-nine theses, or propositions, written by 

Luther even before this eventful day. A reformation is never born over-night. God had raised up 

others, even before Luther, who opposed (the evils of Catholicism and gave their lives for it. And 

Luther himself had undergone a long and bitter struggle before he opened his attack which had 

such lasting results. It was during this struggle that the ninety-nine theses were born in Luther's 

soul, which are in a sense even more significant than those nailed on the church at Wittenberg 

because they oppose the error of man's free will as it was openly taught in those days. 

A few of these are of particular interest to us. Luther states: “It is true that man, who has 

become a corrupt tree, can will or do naught but evil. 

“It is false that the will, left to itself, can do good as well as evil: for it is not free, but in 

bondage. 

“It is not in the power of man’s will to choose or reject whatever is offered to it. 

“Man cannot of his own nature will God (to be God. He would prefer to be God himself, 

and that God were not God. 

“The excellent, infallible, and sole preparation for grace, is the eternal election and 

predestination of God. 

“It is false to say that if man does all he can, he removes the obstacles of grace. 



“On the side of man there is nothing that goes before grace, unless it be impotency and 

even rebellion. 

 “There is no moral virtue with-out pride or without sorrow, that is to say, without sin. 

“From the beginning to the end. we are not masters of our actions, but their slaves. 

“We do not become righteous by doing what is righteous: but having become righteous, 

we do what is righteous. 

 “Man is a greater enemy to the grace of God than he is to the law itself. 

“He who is without God's grace sins continually, even should he neither rob, murder, nor 

commit adultery. 

“He sins, in that he does not fulfill the law spiritually. 

“Not to kill, not to commit adultery, externally only and with regard to the actions, is (the 

righteousness of hypocrites. 

“The law of God and the will of man are two adversaries, that without the grace of God 

can never be reconciled. 

“What the law commands, the will never wishes, except as thru fear or love it puts on the 

appearance of willing. 

“The law is the taskmaster of the will, who is not overcome but by the Child that is born 

unto us. Isaiah 9:6. 

“Cursed are all those who perform the works of the law. 

“Blessed are all those who perform the works of God’s grace.” 

Evidently Luther did not believe in a certain favor of God to all mankind, known as 

common grace, whereby God offers salvation to all mankind, for Luther says that “it is not in the 

power of man’s will to choose or reject whatever is offered to it.” Nor did he believe in the fruit 

of “common grace,” known as civil righteousness, for he states: “He who is without God’s grace 

sins continually. even should he neither rob, murder, nor commit adultery. He sins in that he does 

not fulfill the law spiritually. Not to kill, not to commit adultery, externally only and with regard 

to actions, is the righteousness of hypocrites.” Evidently Luther believed only in the saving grace 

of God in Christ Jesus without which man is rebellious, without any righteousness, and only sins 

continually, for he adds: The law is the taskmaster of the will, who is not overcome but by the 

Child that is born unto us. Isaiah 9:6. 

It is encouraging to read such a positive stand for the truth of the Word of God. We can 

never relax, now nor in the future, for reformation never ceases, but is a process that must be 

carried on throughout the history of God’s church until the end of time. 

To actually commemorate the Reformation of Luther’s day we ourselves must be 

children of the Reformation. 
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