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What is music? It is a language which conveys ideas and feelings that words cannot 

express. But it is for the ear alone. Music is the most elemental of the arts. It surrounds our lives 

and play. Whether people are conscious of it or not, all are swayed by music. It can induce 

bodily activity or sleep, can also arouse feelings or quell panic, can soothe or stir. Music uses 

sounds of all kinds, arranged in orderly succession pleasing to the ear. The combination of 

harmonious sounds can give a pleasure which no other art can bring. 

It is believed that the early Christians borrowed their music from the Jews. As far as the 

music in the Church of the Reformation is concerned, Luther, himself being a musician and 

realizing the great power of music in the church, wrote and collected a number of appropriate 

hymns written in Germany. At that time folk songs had invaded the church and most of them 

were utterly unfit for use on sacred occasions. Luther was responsible for the change from the 

folk songs to the use of hymns in the Church of the Reformation. 

Looking at the present, we notice the type of music that has come to the foreground. Turn 

on the radio and what type of music and song greets your ear? Most of the songs are silly, foolish 

jazz tunes, some quite smooth and seemingly hard to resist, others loud and noisy—just a jumble 

of notes. On the other hand, we have the old classicals with their beautiful and rhythmic 

melodies, whose soft tones ease and relax the mind and brighten one’s spirits. At which program 

do you prefer to leave your dial? There is no real satisfaction or true relaxation in listening to 

these modern senseless bits of song which break most of the laws and etiquette of good music. 

Does this type of song enrich our life, does it befit our spiritual life? Indeed, it would benefit us 

in no way, but rather would do more harm than good as it tends to lead one in a trend of worldly-

mindedness rather than benefiting our pilgrimage on this earth. Certainly we don’t sing such 

songs to the praise and honor of God! 

Take a look at the music rack of your piano. Yes, I would dare say most of us are guilty 

of having such trash in our possession. Music is a beautiful art and we must make proper and full 

use of it, and preserve it as such. The song on our lips must be one as befits a child of God. This 

does not mean, however, that we must always sing hymns and psalters, for there is a great 

volume of sacred songs which are true to our belief and have beautiful words and melodies very 

pleasing to the ear. 

The life of a Christian is a serious one and we must be sincere even in our singing. 

Nevertheless, we are also joyful and happy and there is no better way of expressing these 

emotions than by means of a song. As a matter of fact, it is our spontaneous reaction, displaying 

our mood. By means of a song, we can express sorrow and penitence and. on the other hand, it is 

the best way of voicing joy and thankfulness. No one can live without music: it is a very vital 

part of our everyday life, in fact, more so than we would believe. 

Our walk, our talk, and our song must be to the glorification of God’s name. The songs 

which one gives utterance to, bring out the thoughts which are within. 

Even in selecting sacred music, we must be very careful that such compositions do not 

deviate from our reformed doctrine. For if we are not in agreement with the words and ideas 

expressed in a song, how can we sing it heartily, with sincerity and satisfaction? 

Let us, therefore, as Christians, go on singing spiritual songs as the spontaneous gratitude 

toward our God until we, as the Church Triumphant, will sing the new song of Moses and the 



Lamb in heavenly perfection. 
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