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It is a wonderful thing to be young, in every sense of the word. 

For youth is strong and energetic, strong of body, mind and will. It is undoubtedly for 

that reason that youth is the envy of old age. Surely you have seen how the light will gleam in 

the eyes of the old man as he watches the contest that always ensues when young men get 

together. See those blue eyes twinkle as he watches the broomstick bend under the strain of the 

hardened muscles when the strength of one is matched against the strength of another and neither 

will give up. See the smile that plays about his lips and notice how he slowly shakes his head as 

though to clear it as he listens-in when a youth is matching wits with one another. Ah, he would 

fain join in the fray, tout he is old. Yes, he is old and therefore he leans back in his chair for 

simply watching and listening has been almost too much for him. But even so as he reclines, 

memory stretches forth her long arm to reach back into the time when he was young and we hear 

him softly saying to himself. “Ah, yes, how well I remember when I was young. . . ." 

If youth could only see itself as old age sees it! 

For there is no doubt but what the general rule, that we do not fully appreciate a thing 

until we lose it, is also applicable to youth. As we grow older and look back upon the past, we 

see more clearly the wonderful things that belonged to our youth. Mow sad is then also the 

picture that memory brings to mind when we behold a wasted youth. For what has been wasted 

in youth can never be redeemed. Time has borne it beyond our grasp and we cannot change the 

things that have been though now we fain would make them what they could have been. How 

necessary it is that we realize that the youth which we are now determines to a great extent what 

we shall be when we grow old. The old man is not a different man. lie is the same man who used 

to be young. Principally it is true that, what he was in youth, he now is in old age. For the 

Scriptures teach us that we shall surely reap what we have sown. Youth is the time of sowing. 

The harvest must and shall come later. 

Sow then young man! 

SOW then young woman! 

Sow in the strength of thy youth! 

And, remember, the harvest will be as the seed that was sown. Have you looked at the 

seed? Are you sowing with the harvest in mind? And what, may I ask, will the harvest be? 

Yes, you are strong and you have initiative. God grants this to youth, in His providence, 

because you need it. Without it you could never face the serious problems that confront you. But 

God has given you more than merely strength. He has given you His precious Word and has 

caused you to be instructed therein. He holds before you the way of life. In Him and by His grace 

you go forth to fight against the powers of sin and death and all the darkness that remains in you 

and surrounds you. And in His strength you are victorious. The apostle John writes; “I have 

written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and the Word of God abideth in you, and ye 

have overcome the Wicked one.” 

Ah, my dear young friend, the battle of life is hard and fierce. 

And the forces of evil are strong and merciless. They are led by the ruler of this age, the 

prince of darkness, that wicked one, the devil. It is a battle unto death: there is no armistice; the 

terms are unconditional surrender. For it is your soul that is desired, it is your life that is sought. 

Yes, the powers of darkness are great. 



But, wonderful Word, you are stronger! 

Stronger! Not in your own strength; it is in itself mere vanity. But stronger in the strength 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Almighty God, Who goes forth conquering and to conquer. And by 

faith in Him we sing: “Forward into battle.” 

In the strength of your youth! 
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